BRIEFING BOOKLET
Infrastructure-Related Strategies

UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE

NEWINGTON
2020 POCD

POSSIBLE Support the provision of adequate utility

GOAL ’ )
STATEMENT Services to meet community needs.

In the POCD, utility infrastructure refers to utility services such as:
¢ Piped utilities (sewer, water, storm drainage, and natural gas),
e Wired utilities (electric, telephone, and cable), and
e Wireless services (communications).
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Piped Utilities

Water Supply / Distribution System - Most areas of Newington are served by the
Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) water supply system. There is an
adequate supply of water available to meet community needs for the
foreseeable future. Newington will continue to promote the extension of water
service to those sections of Newington not presently connected and to areas
where future development is anticipated.

Sewage Collection / Treatment System - Most areas of Newington are served by
the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) sewer system. There is capacity in
the system and at the plant to accommodate additional sewer flows and so
Newington has adequate sewer service to meet community needs for the
foreseeable future.

CGS Section 8-23(g) requires that a POCD identify the general location and
extent of any areas served by existing sewerage systems, where sewerage
systems are planned, and where sewers are to be avoided. Given the sewer
capacity available, all areas of Newington are considered potential sewer
service areas and no areas are identified as sewer avoidance areas.
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Storm Drainage - Storm drainage is an important issue since some areas of
Newington experience flooding due to flat slopes, tight soils, and undersized
pipes and culverts. To help address these challenges, Newington has adopted
“low impact development” regulations to address storm water quantity (and
water quality) and encourage these issues to be addressed on individual
properties as well as by the Town and/or State.
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Wired Infrastructure

Electricity - Electrical distribution in Newington is provided by Eversource. Over
the years, the reliability of the electric distribution system has been improved
through equipment upgrades, tree trimming, and other approaches. Adequate
electricity is expected to be available in the future to meet the needs of local
users and accommodate new technologies and uses (such as electric vehicles
and electric charging stations). Solar, wind, and other localized generation is
used on some individual properties but is not widespread.

Wired Communications - Wired communication services (land-line telephone
and cable communication) in Newington are provided by Cox Communications
and Frontier Communications. Most homes and businesses are now obtaining
telephone, internet, and cable television service through “bundled services”
from these providers.

While wired communication service is adequate to meet the basic needs of
residents, it is a key objective of Newington to promote high speed / high
capacity broadband service for all parts of the community. The Town should
continue to work with providers to find ways to upgrade and improve the wired
communications network.

Wireless Infrastructure

Most people are using mobile phones and other wireless devices (some people
are relying exclusively on them).

Concerns have been expressed about gaps in wireless coverage in Newington.
Newington would like to support the improvement of wireless coverage using
the least visually obtrusive means possible (such as “stealth” technologies).

Common Tower Stealth Monopole Tower With
Tree-Type Camouflage

With No Camouflage As Flagpole
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.. POSSIBLE STRATEGIES FOR 2020 POCD
Do these policies and
action steps make : w : :

sense for
Newington? 1. Encourage or require extension of Metropolitan District water service to

those sections of Newington not presently connected and to areas where
future development is anticipated.

Are there any policies
or action steps you

feel should be added future development is anticipated.
or deleted? 3

2. Encourage or require extension of Metropolitan District sewer service to
those sections of Newington not presently connected and to areas where

Use the town-wide Storm Drainage Analysis Study (2010) as the basis for
addressing drainage improvements in a coordinated way.

4. Continue efforts to address “MS4” drainage permit requirements as
established by the State and Federal governments.

5. Continue to implement “LID” approaches to storm drainage.

6. Continue to work with Eversource to ensure adequate electric service and
electrical reliability in Newington while “balancing such efforts with a desire
to maintain a robust tree canopy.

7. Encourage the provision of adequate wired communication service (land line
telephone, cable television, and wired internet) to meet community needs.

8. Promote provision of high speed internet access (enhanced broadband
capacity) in Newington for the benefit of businesses and residents.

9. Work with telecommunication providers and the Connecticut Siting Council
to provide for wireless services to meet local needs in the least visually
intrusive manner.

B. ACTION STEPS (Specific tasks intended to implement the POCD)

D 1. Consider revisiting the town-wide Storm Drainage Analysis Study
(2010) in order to anticipate the impacts of a projected increase in
the frequency and severity of storm events and the ability of “LID”
approaches to help mitigate negative impacts.






