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PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLE, AND TRANSIT TRANSPORTATION

POSSIBLE
GOAL
STATEMENT

Provide for safe and efficient pedestrian,
bicycle, and transit systems to meet
community needs.

Historically, most transportation planning was devoted to the movement of
vehicles on roadways. In recent years, however, there has been growing
interest in providing for pedestrian, bicycle, and transit systems to meet
community needs.

Pedestrian Circulation And Mobility / Accessibility
Newington has about 54 miles of sidewalks along Town and State roadways and
the Zoning Regulations and Subdivision Regulations generally require sidewalk
construction as part of new development. The focus moving forward will
involve closing the gaps in the sidewalk system and doing more to maintain and
enhance overall accessibility in the community for pedestrians:
 Maintain and enhance the sidewalk network in Newington Center
(including crosswalks).
 Seek ways to extend the sidewalk network from Newington Center to
the proposed train station on Cedar Street.
 Seek ways to extend the sidewalk network from Newington Center to
the Fastrak station on Fenn Road as well as north to the Newington
Junction Fastrak station.
 Make sidewalk / crosswalk improvements to improve accessibility for
mobility‐impaired people (and for an aging population in general).
More can also be done to improve accessibility for mobility‐impaired people:
 No threshold entries at buildings.
 Sidewalk ramps at crosswalk locations as well as properly timed signals
for crossers.
 Ensuring appropriate provision is made for handicapped parking spaces
and access from there to buildings and other destinations.
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Roadway Lane Widths
The Connecticut Department
of Transportation (CT‐DOT)
has adopted a policy which
provides for establishing lane
widths of 11 feet when
repaving or restriping roads.
This change (from historic
lane widths of 12 feet or
more) has the potential to
make more space available
for cyclists and other
roadway users.
Newington should actively
participate in evaluating
opportunities
to
stripe
narrower
lanes
where
appropriate.

“Complete Streets”
Nowadays, attention is turning to “complete streets” where existing road rights‐
of‐way are used to enable safe, convenient and comfortable travel and access
for users of all ages and abilities regardless of their mode of transportation.
A “road safety audit” was conducted for Newington Center in 2016 with regard
to establishing a complete streets program. Planning is underway for
implementing complete street initiatives on Maple Hill Avenue and Robbins
Avenue. Newington should consider adopting a town‐wide complete streets
policy in order to promote consideration of transportation options for all users.

Bicycle Usage
A number of the major roads in Newington are not well configured for bicycle
riders since they have constricted shoulders, fast moving traffic, and/or heavy
traffic. Despite these impediments, the POCD encourages safe, convenient,
comfortable, and secure bicycle‐riding environments and encourages bicycle
where appropriate. In addition, the Town should consider participating in “bike‐
share” programs being considered in the Hartford region.

Enhancing Transit Services
Commuter Rail ‐ The CT‐DOT has been working to improve rail service along the
New Haven to Springfield corridor and this rail line goes through Newington. As
part of this effort, the CT‐DOT is proposing to establish a train station in
Newington now that the Town has adopted regulations to support transit‐
oriented development near the proposed station location (Cedar Street near
maple Hill Avenue). Once the train station opens, Newington will have access to
16 round trip train per day.
Fastrak Busway – In addition, Newington has two stations (Cedar Street and
Newington Junction) along the Fastrak busway which has been established to
provide fixed route express service between Hartford and New Britain. The
service is gaining ridership although it is ironic that a shortage of parking at the
stations in Newington is an impediment to people using Fastrak more.
Bus Routes – Newington is served by seven CT‐Transit bus routes (#41, #45, #47,
#69, #140, #144, #512) which connect different parts of Newington with
Hartford, New Britain, West Hartford, Wethersfield, and Berlin.
Para‐Transit – Newington has a weekday dial‐a‐ride (paratransit) service offering
door‐to‐door service for the elderly and disabled. Usage of these programs
should be monitored since there may be a need to provide more vehicles and/or
service more needs (residents, workers, commuters, other age groups) as
Newington’s population ages.
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Do these policies and
action steps make
sense for
Newington?
Are there any policies
or action steps you
feel should be added
or deleted?

POSSIBLE STRATEGIES FOR 2020 POCD
A. POLICIES (Strategies anticipated to continue over time)
1.

Maintain and enhance pedestrian circulation including accommodations for
the special needs of an aging population.

2.

Maintain and enhance overall accessibility in the community for mobility‐
impaired people.

3.

Encourage new development and redevelopment to provide pedestrian
amenities (sidewalks and/or trails).

4.

Implement the recommendations from the 2016 Newington Center Road
Safety Audit.

5.

As provided in the Open Space section of the POCD, seek to establish a
greenway / trail system.

6.

Support accommodations and improvements which will support and enhance
bicycle use in Newington.

7.

Seek opportunities to stripe narrower lanes on roadways, where appropriate,
in order to provide more space for cyclists and other roadway users.

8.

Consider participating in the “bike share” program in the Hartford region.

9.

Encourage new development and redevelopment to provide bicycle
amenities.

10. Continue to participate in regional bicycle planning efforts and seek to
implement Newington recommendations.
11. Support establishment of the Newington train station on Cedar Street.
12. Support the maintenance and improvement of transit services (rail and bus)
to meet community needs.
13. Continue to support para‐transit bus services in Newington (such as the “dial‐
a‐ride”).
14. Monitor “dial‐a‐ride” usage since there may be a need to provide more
service as Newington’s population ages.
B. ACTION STEPS (Specific tasks intended to implement the POCD)



1.

Review the Zoning Regulations and Subdivision Regulations to ensure
sidewalk installation is required as part of new development (or
redevelopment).





2.

Develop a priority schedule for closing gaps in sidewalk network.

3.

Consider adopting a town‐wide “complete streets” policy in Newington.

4.

Investigate opportunities to provide more parking (as part of new
development or separately) to support the use of the Fastrak busway.
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