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TOWN OF NEWINGTON 
131 CEDAR STREET 

P NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06111 
Keith Chapman 

Town Manager MAYOR BETH DELBUONO 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 

This meeting was presented as a Zoom Webinar/Meeting 

2020 AUG 24 

Town Clerk 

Mayor DelBuono called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

II. ROLL CALL 
Councilor Anest 
Councilor Braverman 
Councilor Budrejko 
Councilor Camillo 
Councilor Donahue 
Councilor Miner 
Councilor Nagel 
Mayor DelBuono 

Also present: 
Keith Chapman, Town Manager 
Janet Murphy, Finance Director 
James Krupienski, Town Clerk 
Susan Gibbon, Council Clerk 

Also present: 
Dr. Maureen Brummett, Superintendent of Schools 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion by Councilor Anest to approve the agenda as published. Seconded by Councilor 
Budrejko. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent) 

IV. PROCLAMATIONS/AWARDS 

A. Retirement - Denise Haas, Senior & Disabled Center 

Motion by Councilor Nagel 

WHEREAS, Denise Haas has been the Administrative Coordinator at the Senior and Disabled 
Center for 18.5 years; and 

WHEREAS, Denise has overseen countless renovations, improvements and maintenance at the 
Center to create a welcoming and safe environment for thousands of visitors; and 

Phone: (860) 665-8510 Fax: (860) 665-8507 
townmanager@newingtonct.gov 

www.newingtonet.gov 
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WHEREAS, Denise has been the heart of the administration of the Center, ensuring smooth 
operations, overseeing the implementation of the MySeniorCenter database, development of 
policies and procedures, supervising front office staff and volunteers and oversight of the front 
office.; and 

WHEREAS, Denise has managed the finances of the Senior and Disabled Center, modernizing all 
policies and operations including the implementation and management of point of sale systems for 
our volunteer run operations; and 

WHEREAS, Denise's strong work ethic and pride in her work at the Senior and Disabled Center 
have served the Town of Newington admirably; and 

WHEREAS, Denise's genuine caring and compassion for the thousands of older adults and people 
with disabilities that have visited the Center in the past 18 years have made a difference.; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby recognizes 
and extends its sincere appreciation to Denise Haas for her professional service and dedication to 
the Town and wishes her the best in her retirement. 

Seconded by Councilor Camillo. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent) 

• Councilor Budrejko stated that she wanted to reiterate many of the sentiments in the 
proclamation. Newington's Senior and Disabled Center is highly thought of in the State of 
Connecticut, much due to its staff. Denise has be an integral part of it. Thank her for her 
years of service. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that she wanted to thank Ms. Haas for her many years of service to the 
people who often need it most - our senior and disabled residents. Thank you for taking the 
initiatives, there were a lot of things mentioned here that you clearly took initiative on to get 
going for our center. We are greatly appreciative of your efforts. Thank you so much, and I 
wish you the best in your retirement. 

B. Retirement — Carol Aregood, Assessor's Office 

Introduced by Mayor DelBuono 

WHEREAS, Carol Aregood has been the Deputy Assessor for 33 years.; and 

WHEREAS, Carol is mainly responsible for residential new construction, motor vehicle valuation, 
taxpayer's personal exemptions, and with the assistance of Karen Halpert of the Senior and 
Disabled Center, supervises the annual filing of elderly and disabled taxpayers of Newington who 
receive tax relief in the form of credits off of their tax bills; and 

WHEREAS, Carol had over 500 elderly/disabled taxpayers on the program many of whom she 
knew personally, and they would insist on her taking care of them when they came in to refile; 
and 

WHEREAS, Carol's strong work ethic and customer service in the Assessor's office has served 
the Town of Newington admirably, by devoting time to talk, diffuse and help residents understand 
their evaluation; and 

WHEREAS, Carol participated in five Town revaluations during her time in Newington and what 
made that even more extraordinary is that the Town changed vendors and software three times 
forcing her to learn three different new Assessor's programs; and 
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WHEREAS, Carol is the model for all Town employees for the extraordinary customer service 
that she provides to the taxpayers of this community by doing everything she possibly can to 
satisfy the issue presented to her; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby recognizes 
and extends its sincere appreciation to Carol Aregood for her professional service and dedication 
to the Town and wishes her the best in her retirement. 

Seconded by Councilor Camillo. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent) 

• Councilor Budrejko stated here is an employee with 33 years of service to our town working in 
the assessor's office. Dealing with finances, taxes and assessments can be challenging and 
Carol had a very strong work ethic and great customer service. Know that she will be missed. 

▪ Mayor DelBuono stated that she again, would just like to express her sincere gratitude to Ms. 
Aregood for 33 years of service to the town. Really enjoyed reading this proclamation because 
it really speaks very personal personally about the things that she offered. We really greatly 
appreciate your service and wish you all the best Carol. 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - IN GENERAL (Via Zoom Application or Phone) 
(4 MINUTE TIME LIMIT PER SPEAKER ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY) 

A. Public Comments 
• Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive stated she just wanted to call in and wish her the best. She's 

always been so helpful over the years and the assessor's office. I usually stop in after 
paying my taxes and tell them. The good news is, I've paid my taxes. The bad news is 
that they have to put up with me for the next six months. Unfortunately, I won't be able 
to say hi to her, but I do wish her the best and do hope she does everything she wants to 
do during her retirement. She did say she would be retired before moving into the new 
town hall, not sure if she did or not. Thanks again for all your help over the years. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that Carol is retired, but she will be coming back as 
needed to assist in some of the projects that she's been working on. 

B. Email Correspondence 
• None 

VI. REMARKS BY COUNCILORS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
• None 

VII. CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS 

A. Health Update - COVID-19 
• Town Manager Chapman stated that COVID-19 issue still remains a high priority for 

the town, we're still in a closed mode for the buildings. However, we're moving 
forward, very slowly with the support and guidance of our health district director. I did 
ask some specific questions as a result of our last discussions concerning some of the 
issues. Let me go over those quickly with you so I can give you an update. The first 
one dealt with a request for in-person council meetings. Mr. Brown's responses was 
you can hold them, but you must honor the social distancing guidelines, wear masks 
and limit the number of people that are within a particular area. He suggested if you did 
want to do something like that, you hold the meeting outdoors and not in a conference 
room. I can ask Mr. Donahue, NCTV, if something like that is possible. If it can be 
done, it would be subject to weather conditions. Second was the opening of schools 
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and he still remains pretty much on target. What he said earlier that the schools, if they 
reopen have to follow a myriad of restrictions and the superintendent has proposed a 
hybrid model which is better than a full opening process, but it will still be challenging 
and hopefully we won't be a situation such as what's happening in Florida right now. 
The third issue was opening up the building's themselves. With the new town hall, 
we're not prepared to open up. We do not have the Plexiglas or the glass partitions in 
place yet, they're on backorder. I talked with Lisa Madsen yesterday concerning the 
library, and I believe they're looking into a program where they would possibly open 
the library. However, there will not be any seating, you would go in, look for your 
book and check out. I'm happy to report we haven't had any anyone come down with 
COVID-19. Charlie Brown recognizes that, and what we've done to date has worked 
extremely well and he suggests that we continue doing that until we see where this thing 
is going to go. We are available for business through telephone or if someone comes to 
the library entrance to the new town hall they can be served at that location by calling 
the number of the department that they want to work with and then someone from that 
department probably will come out and escort them in or do the business right outside. 
We're doing the best we can with a very difficult situation. 

• Councilor Miner stated that he just wanted to see if we could weigh in on the possibility 
with John as to whether or not NCTV has the technical capabilities of doing an outside 
broadcast for any larger meetings that we may have. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that he would have to look into that. We're barely up in the 
studio, as it is. A remote shoot would be easy, but a remote shoot with a live Zoom 
component I will have to look into and will talk to my tech people, which is my 
standard line for I don't have a clue. 

• Councilor Miner stated that he is just curious if we would necessarily have to do a 
Zoom per se since we're doing it outside and in a socially distance environment. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that you will still have that component of people who are in 
that high risk category who don't want to come out to a meeting. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that she has a feeling we'll be talking a little bit more about this 
as an option later on in the agenda. 

B. Town Hall Project Update 
• Town Manager Chapman stated that it is just a couple of things. As you all know, we 

are in a new town hall, all the offices are pretty much moved into now. We certainly 
still have challenges within the gymnasium area and within the conference rooms. But 
just to give you an update the gym. The electric electrical work is completing his scope 
in the gym with the exception of electrical installation of the bleachers. The bleachers 
are still on back order. They are held up because of the COVID-19. I have requested 
the state fire marshal's office come in and give us advice and some guidance on how 
the bleacher system is going to work with the panel's dividing up the gym, as well as 
the various exits within the building to make sure everything meets code and safe for 
the public in general. So the gymnasium is far from being done. The subcontractor will 
be in to sand and paint the wood floor this week and that'll take a while and the 
partitions are scheduled to be in September 11. So we're a couple months away from 
opening up the gymnasium at this stage of the game. The Parks & Rec kitchen is just 
about finished up now, it's been inspected by the Health Department, the partitions as I 
said for the gymnasium are coming. In the conference rooms and the Council 
Chambers, the panels are being installed today and they'll continue this week. I 
requested that Collier's develop a punch list. The parking arrangement is going to 

4 
8913782v1 Newington Town Council Meeting Minutes (8/11/2020) 



change somewhat from what we anticipated. The buses that we were hoping to move 
off of Garfield Street, the location that we were seeking is not available, so the buses 
will be coming back to Garfield street once school opens up. That will mean that the 
parking for the employees and visitors will shift most likely from the back, let me just 
figure this out because it's a little confusing, the parking lot where the police 
department is located. That will be for police and for bus driver personal vehicles, the 
parking lot up on Garfield Street to the east of the new town hall and to the south of the 
library will become a parking lot for the employees, there'll be visitor parking right 
along Mazzoccoli way and any auxiliary or overflow parking will be at the OFI 
Business Center at the east end of Garfield Street there will be overflow visitor parking 
as well along Garfield Street. So we were making some changes. The maps have been 
developed will put that on our website so everybody can see and all the employees are 
being advised, including all over the board of education employees. So, we had to 
change some things because of the buses and the fact that school is going to be opening. 
It'll be a little inconvenient for the next six or eight months, but we think we have 
enough parking for everybody. So that takes care of the town hall. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that she was thinking about this today, and my discussions with 
the registrar of voters and we have to keep an eye on that gymnasium project whether 
that'll be ready for voting in November or not and if not, we're going to have to really 
think about that. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that it will be close. Depending on when the delivery is 
of the bleachers and the results of the state fire marshal's inspection last week. I 
haven't gotten the report yet back. 

• Councilor Nagel stated that that the primaries being held today and it's in the multi 
purpose room of Parks and Rec and having gone and voted in the primary today, I 
noticed that it's quite easy to get in and out if you know which door to take. You can 
only get a very little look at the new town hall, but at least the public can who wishes to 
do that. And also, Mr. Chairman. I was wondering, are you going to continue to look 
for another space for busses, even though the options you have looked at are not 
available for the beginning of the school year. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that there are several other options that we will look at. 
A lot will depend on what happens with the school opening and closing and so forth. If 
school remains open for the year and doesn't get interrupted, I think we're going to end 
up on Garfield street for most of the school year. The Council certainly will be advised 
of our progress on finding a permanent location to move the buses for hopefully next 
year and the future, but unfortunately the location that we were optimistic in in 
obtaining, the property owners pulled the plug at the last minute. OFT on Garfield 
Street has stepped up and offered to let us use their parking lot for about 50 cars and 
that should work out. 

• Councilor Miner stated if the buses that were on Garfield Street this past school season 
were using only the Western most half. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that he doesn't know. I've got to check with the 
superintendent because of the way in which they're going to operate the buses this year 
and the COVID-19. I don't know if more students will be driving themselves to school, 
which will require more parking space or the buses that were at the high school will 
remain at the high school. If there are more students driving themselves because of the 
COVID concerns, then I believe we're going to have more buses on Garfield then we 
did last year. 
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• Councilor Budrejko stated that was actually my question as well. I just want to know 
whether we were still able are going to use utilize the parking at the high school at all 
because you know there was significant controversy over that, when it was proposed 
and it seems to a lot of it had to do with the band practice and some other activities. I 
was just wondering whether those buses would remain there or not. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that it will depend on how much of the student parking 
lot they are going to need for the students, as well as you know what arrangements. 
we're going to make with the contractors doing the demolition. They've indicated that 
they're open to work with us on some of the areas that they have reserved through the 
contract and possibly share those areas if we need more space for more buses. 

C. Code of Ordinances Review - Chapter 43, Fiscal Year 
• Mayor DelBuono stated that this is an item that was requested for us for consideration 

of allowing two times a year installments for property taxes. I know, Miss Murphy did 
some work for us and we had received a chart showing how other towns have handled 
those things should be in your packet. So there's three columns that show the real 
estate, motor vehicle and personal property in terms of how other towns do it; one 
installment versus two and what their requirements are. So that's there for our review 
and discussion as well. 

• Councilor Camillo stated that I think we should just leave it the way it is the way it 
looks, and reads, if I'm not wrong here, it looks like it's going to cost a town an 
additional hundred thousand dollars to do it this way. So, we should leave it the way it 
is. 

• Councilor Miner stated I would just question if that is an estimate that she is going off 
of based on anything or if it's a possible perception that there would be parties that 
would not pay their second half of their installment, how exactly how she's coming up 
to that figure. 

• Janet Murphy stated that this is an estimate, after talking with several different tax 
collectors, along with my own and the assessor. It is the hardest tax to collect and the 
motor vehicle is our lowest collection rate. There will be a lot of confusion if we go to 
two payments. Some people will change ownership and not want to pay their second 
half, we wouldn't have the leverage of basically their registration because they wouldn't 
if they've gotten rid of the car, they wouldn't care and it isn't arrears so those all those 
factors just came up saying, you know, even if it drops 1% which is a conservative 
view of it. That would be how much we would lose. 

• Councilor Miner stated that knowing that it is in arrear and I know it's, you know, a 
very confusing tax to somebody that is not acclimated to it, but it's based on the 
October 1 Grand List and in addition to that there is usually supplemental done beyond 
that, that pick up the balance of a split year period. Am I correct in that? 

• Ms. Murphy stated that you are correct, but say somebody moves out of Newington 
now they really don't care if they're paying their Newington tax because they don't 
have to and we don't have the registration to hold over the head if they get rid of it 
during the year. 

• Councilor Miner stated right, but the next vehicle they go to register it Newington... 
• Ms. Murphy sated that if they are not in Newington, it won't matter. 
• Councilor Miner stated that is not correct. If you go to motor vehicle, regardless of 

where you are trying to register... 
• Ms. Murphy stated that but if they've already gotten rid of the car. During the tax year 

during, that split tax year 
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• Councilor Miner stated that Correct. But you would theoretically be able to pick it up 
on the second half of that when somebody, they would either have to show you disposal 
of it in terms of a data sale or date the plates were returned to motor vehicle or you'd 
be eligible to get the supplement before they were able to do anything to register 
anything new. My concern in bringing this up originally was I believe this is very 
dated in terms of the thresholds for value a four or $500 value as the majority of towns 
are that have split payments. Are very dated in the fact that vehicle costs not to get even 
into a luxury vehicle, you can have a $1,200, you know motor vehicle tax with a you 
know $35-$40,000 vehicle. So you can have a, substantial tax do that might be almost 
comparable to real estate taxes of a condo in town. And that was my only reason for 
bringing it up, is trying to spread the burden out of those two payments over a period of 
the year. Realistically, the person that is going to move out of town or sell a vehicle is 
not going to be that high end of a vehicle in all reality and the likelihood of non-
collection I would just question whether or not that was real or not. If there was 
legitimate data to backup saying you're going to lose 1% then yes, I'd be the first one 
to agree to leave it as is. But if we're going based on estimates, I'm just looking at it 
beyond a personal homeowner in town to commercial fleet owners that have vehicles 
that might be in excess of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Mike, I'm sure you can 
agree with that, that those individuals would also be helped and being able to split this 
up in their budgetary concerns. 

• Ms. Murphy stated that just to add on how we came up with the estimate Councilor 
Miner. We actually went to the to discuss with the one town that actually isn't two 
payments and although they wouldn't tell us what their collection rate was on motor 
vehicles, they did say that it was at least 1% less than what our current collection rate 
is. 

• Councilor Miner stated that okay, so yeah, just, I mean, if it was a matter of being a 
town or a city I think might be a correlation to their actual collection rates would be the 
only thing I would question on that. And again, you're talking about higher dollar 
vehicles. The lower dollar vehicles I don't think that problem will ever go away and I 
hundred percent agree with you that the collection rate is very difficult on that. But I 
would be a little more surprised that somebody motor home or RV or commercial truck 
or large SUV, or any of those vehicles that would bring you up into the threshold of a 
real property tax for, you know, let's say, a condominium or personal property tax of, 
let's say, a backhoe or a payloader that you're able to split that payment, but you're not 
able to split the payment of the truck that sits right next to it in the fleet. That's I think 
what I'm coming down to is, I just think it's antiquated and just never caught up to 
itself, because it was never thought of having motor vehicle taxes that were a $1,000, 
$1,500, $2,000. 

• Councilor Budrejko stated that I'm tending to lean towards leaving as it is because in 
terms of whether it's being antiquated or not, there are 16 towns that Janet surveyed 
and they all, except for one of them, have it at one installment. So if we're antiquated 
then are surrounding neighbors are as well. She did talk to them and she did indicate 
the difficulties in collection with this. Furthermore, in terms of the number of people 
that it would impact in her memo. She says there's 28,600 motor vehicle assessments in 
Newington and only 6100 are over $500 that's so that basically 21% and of that 21% 
she indicates that 30% of them are payments received from leasing companies. So in 
the scheme of things, it's not going to be something that's going to benefit the 
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substantial number of residents in Newington, and given the fact that it could be 
detrimental to our tax collection, I feel that it should be left as it is. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated Councilor Miner I know you feel strongly about this. Would 
you like this continued and tabled, how would you like us to proceed on this? 

• Councilor Miner stated that he'd like to see if we can table it for now and just see if we 
can gain some further information for consideration. 

D. Anna Reynolds Elementary School Renovations Project 

a. Introduce Bonding Resolution/Set Public Hearing Date for August 27, 2020 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that just to make sure I get all the details correct, the 
actions for this evening will consist of first we need to formally introduce the bond 
issue in the amount of $35.5 million. Once the resolution is formally introduced, 
then it must be tabled with no further discussion on the item until after the public 
hearing and we will set the public hearing date of August 27, 2020 at 7 p.m. That 
is the intent for this evening. James, is there anything I'm missing regarding this? 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated no, but I will say that we did receive some updated 
bond language and I know Janet is on so she can address that with you as well. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that she did share that with the entire Council via email 
earlier today, so that everyone would have a chance to review the new language 
that was requested. 

• Ms. Murphy stated that there was concern brought up regarding the amount of 
reimbursement that will get from the state of Connecticut. For School Construction 
loans they have reimbursement rate calculated somewhere in the 50% range. To try to 
basically set our debt at at a certain amount I spoke with the bond attorney this morning 
and he did read it, our paperwork resolution with the wording that the total 
appropriation was still be the $35.5 million, but that we'd only be authorizing up to 
50% of the project, I believe it was 17.75 million and the rest would be financed by 
reimbursement from the State School Construction grant There was other talk about 
content of potentially doing this contingent upon us getting a certain amount and he 
didn't think that was the best course of action, since we really won't know the full 
amount that we get as reimbursement from the project to we get towards the end of the 
project. He thought this would be the best way. If we wanted to secure a certain 
amount of debt that we were willing to uphold in the bonding language. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated okay, great. Thank you. Because I know that has been an 
ongoing question and concern of the council. Which is why I raised that question if 
there was a way to incorporate that wording into the motion and I thank you for acting 
so quickly, because I just forwarded that question to you last evening. So thank you for 
following up on that for us. 

• Councilor Miner stated that I agree with proceeding with it as Janet just described. I 
think it's very important that we address that the state reimbursement funding is 
necessary to continue to pursue this project, yet it does give us a little bit of flexibility 
and latitude. In terms of should there be a shortage. So I agree with it as it's written. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that I'm looking at the calendar and Tuesday, August 27th is 
not the actual date the 27th is a Thursday. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that was a typo. We did intend for it to be Thursday the 27th 
our regular meeting is on the 25th, which is a Tuesday. We're looking because we 
would like to make sure that we have enough time for public who may want to weigh in 
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on this, if there is a larger turnout. We wanted to dedicate enough time for it so we 
were looking at Thursday the 27th. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that this of course ties back into a larger public meeting. 
• Mayor DelBuono stated that this is the one that I think perhaps Councilor Miner was 

referring to earlier. 
• Councilor Donahue stated as I sit here in the studio right now I can tell you our 

conference room where our council chamber is, is not complete. We don't have any 
cameras or anything in there and it's currently being used as a storage room, Keith, I 
believe. This is a few weeks away. Once again will need to certainly coordinate where 
it would be in how we would get the three pieces together. 

• Councilor Miner stated just one quick question. I'm hoping James is on the line. By 
statute, what is our requirements to holding a public hearing. If it is held in a public 
venue are we required to have it Zoom as well in addition to call in, or what are 
statutory requirements to being able to hold the public hearing, because I think this very 
important to be able to allow the public at large to have their final opportunity to weigh 
in. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that Zoom is only being utilized because we can't meet 
in person. There's no necessity that we place it on Zoom. We do have to make sure that 
any video that we have is available for the public 24 hours in advance of it, based upon 
the governor's order. But beyond that, there's nothing to say we can't put it out socially 
it's the logistics that come into. Can we get it directly streamed. Is it going to be 
replayed later where we have a live feed for the public. How much of the public will be 
allowed in the area. There's those type of issues that we have to think about. 

• Councilor Miner stated that the greatest concern is, are we required by statue to stream 
it live or can we simply publicize it as a public event in advance and record it for future 
distribution to say let's NCTV, if it becomes too logistically challenging to try to 
stream it live. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that's exactly the purpose of the governor's order. If you 
can't hold in person meetings directly and say we didn't have the ability to put it out to 
NCTV, we are required to make sure it's available within 24 hours of the meeting, on 
our website. So, if we don't have the ability then yes we put it up. Now I understand 
the purpose really is to get the involvement of the public. So, we are going to have to 
look at some of those logistics and how we've set those up specially screens for the 
public people to see the information, is a councilor going to take questions, comments, 
chat from the system, those type of things as well. 

• Councilor Miner stated okay, but those are not necessarily a requirement. An in person 
meeting obviously a public display of some type if there were a physical presentation to 
be done, but anything beyond that would really be just add ons. Correct. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that is correct, and if we look back at what we did for 
the town hall. We had a large presentation, a conceptual plan, that was shown to the 
public. We spent, I believe, about two and a half hours receiving comments from the 
public on it prior to going into our special meeting so this is a very involved process 
and even if we started this at seven o'clock at night. We've got to think about lighting 
issues, safety, walking, cords across grass or wherever we are, so there's other issues 
that come into play as well. If we have a large enough venue say, one of the high 
schools or one of those buildings where we have a large enough area say with bleachers 
and whatnot people to allow the public interest. Socially distance and things of that 
type. It could work out. Now that would be a question really for whether or not school 
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being in in session at that point would be logistically possible. I don't know if it would 
be. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that she would like to ask Ms. Brummett to join the 
conversation if she would like to. 

• Dr. Brummett stated that school would not be in session on the 27th. The kids don't 
come back to school until the 31'. I don't know what kind of space you will need. I 
know we keep everyone six feet apart. However, the auditorium has a pretty high 
capacity, if that would be of help. We would just have to have some sort of parameters 
around attendees and all of that, but there's capability there. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that her only concern is that while I feel strongly that we want 
to have as many people able to be involved as possible. There are a good amount of 
residents who are still not comfortable coming to a public forum, no matter what we 
do. So, it's hard to pick one over the other in terms of some of our elderly residents 
who may not feel comfortable enough to come out and speak at a public meeting like 
that, in person. So I'm concerned if we can't do both. It's about keeping it safe and 
accessible for everyone. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that at the school, we'd have the technology, we could 
do it both ways. 

• Dr. Brummett stated that we can. We have a Google Meets along with the ability for 
folks to participate virtually as well as in person. We just have to plan for it. 

• Councilor Donahue stated there's what the governor said, and then what's right for the 
people of the town. We have them in this new model for their safety and all the sudden 
we're going to say that on the 27th it's going to be different. From a technology 
perspective, we're going to have to work with the tech people because you know 
there's going to be a live component along with meet component and then a transmit 
component; we have we have some work to do. We would we would need to 
have....we'll have to talk about. I don't want to get into the technical details now, but 
it's going to be a challenge. 

• Dr. Brummett stated let me know if you'd like me to set something up, at least to 
explore the possibilities. I'm happy to assist. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that, I gotta try to work that out in the back of my head as to 
how we would actually accomplish this. We'd have to have some kind of giant monitor. 
I'll work it out. 

• Councilor Miner stated just to circle back. I think the, the biggest important to me is 
that people are allowed the opportunity to weigh in person, now be a six foot social 
distancing bit the ability is large enough for venues large enough to accommodate 
everybody social distancing. I think the key part is just to go ahead and allow them that 
opportunity. Participating in both a Google Meets as well as Zoom. If you're not 
acclimated to how to do it, I can tell you firsthand that being on the attendee side is 
completely different than being on the panel side and I had some challenging times 
trying to get in myself the first couple times. So if we can at least afford the opportunity 
and if people choose to call in I think the simplest means would be just a call in. Just as 
long as we have a telephone line there to take the calls that's allowing them the 
opportunity to participate that way, and those that want to participate in person can do 
so that way. I don't think we'd be exceeding the capacity of the gymnasium at the 
school. It would just the attendees. So I would at least like to explore that, if it's 
possible. Thank you. 
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• Councilor Nagel stated I don't know whether this is an appropriate question or not, but 
it's not related to what you've just been talking about. According to the resolution that 
was presented to us. Does that mean that if it is approved by the town and it goes forth, 
that whether the money comes from the state or not we, as the town, are responsible for 
the 17 point whatever and whether it goes through or not. I don't know if that's a 
question could be answered now, or not, but it's one that immediately came to my 
mind. 

• Ms. Murphy stated that's just 17 million in debt. So if it doesn't go through nothing 
happens. If the resolution, if the referendum fails, it fails. It's a two part, it's the total 
appropriation that they have to approve of the $35.5 million and the second part of it is 
that we go out to bond for $17.75 million. 

• Councilor Nagel stated that he just wanted to make certain it is contingent upon getting 
the other half, even though it doesn't say that directly within the resolution. 

• Ms. Murphy stated that it doesn't say that. However, they cannot do the project in 
whole if there is not money coming in from the state. 

• Councilor Nagel stated okay, thank you. I just thought that should be clear, given 
what's the acceptable bonding language that has been presented. Thank you. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that I did notice that as the discussion was happening is that in 
the resolution for this evening, which would be enter introducing the bond resolution. 
Part of the resolution states that we would be holding it through Zoom webinar 
software. I guess this discussion does need to continue until we decide how we're going 
to proceed with that, if that's part of the resolution. James, does that have to be 
included in the resolution, how of holding the meeting or just the date and time? 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that we added that in just because we were unsure, at the 
time, how the Council was going to decide whether we were going to go just a Zoom 
webinar or if we go with an outdoor or a larger indoor venue. You guys can amend that 
motion as to how you want to hold that meeting at any point. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that I guess my question is, does it have to say how we're 
holding it in the resolution itself or just the date and time. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated I think at this point in everything I think we should really 
state how we're going to do it because the public is going to really want to know; it's 
not required, but I think notifying the public gives us a little bit more information, 
putting out to the public. It gives them a little bit more advance notice so that they can 
make sure they have the required software or the means to be able to attend it either 
virtually or if we held it in person. Maybe we're doing it by phone call ins as well, but 
it gives us more options and we notified more people during the process. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that I'm thinking of our regular council meetings. During our 
regular in person council meetings we have a phone line where people can call in, is 
that an option when we're doing a Zoom meeting? I know people can call into the 
Zoom on their phone, but it's pretty complicated, can we just do a regular phone line 
and I can put it on speaker and have people participate that way to make it easier for the 
public to join if they wanted to. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated you sure can, and that we could added that into the 
language that gets posted on the website. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that may be an easier way to have people participate and be 
able to do it kind of the way we used to operate in a way, and a little bit easier for 
people to understand. 
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• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that we just have to keep in mind we're going to have 
that time lag between anybody, if we if we do it on Zoom, and anybody watching on 
TV, they're going to have a lag in between the live meeting and when they call in and 
when they get to corruption to call in as well. So we're going to have to give ourselves 
extra time in between individuals. 

• Councilor Miner stated that he thinks the simplest way to do this would be if John's 
capability at the high schools, is able to stream it live, if that's an option, with a simple 
telephone call and like we've always done pre Zoom calls and not trying to knock 
Zoom out of the platform, but a simple dedicated phone line, which I'm sure the high 
school or wherever you know we decided to hold it at a public venue has that that 
should be the simplest way to do it that you're allowed to call an option and you're 
allowed in person option in the wait your turn to speak no different than like we've ever 
had in any other previous public meeting prior to Zoom. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated I'm sitting here listening. I just want to point out that 
we're making some assumptions here that the COVID-19 is not going to get any worse 
than this right now. If it turns around and becomes a problem as it is in many other 
states. I really think you're going to be faced with the dilemma of, you're not going to 
be able to have a meeting inside any building and then what do you do. I just have 
concerns that we're banking on technology and current conditions where nothing is 
stable right now and I'm just concerned that, I personally, would not want to be in the 
high school gymnasium or auditorium if COVID-19 takes off again. I don't know what 
the public would want to and I don't want to jeopardize, or put into jeopardy any of the 
NCTV people and all I'm saying is if you pass a resolution that says you're going to do 
whatever you want to do, you know, you have to understand that the whole thing may 
blow up and you'll have to cancel everything so much 

• Councilor Budrejko stated I was wondering if because of the of the situation can we 
allow People to write in ahead of time we publicize it. We definitely allow a writing 
option and we could read it, you know, as if they were in attendance at a meeting, 
simply because again this is a very unique situation, unique time in our in our town 
history. So, if we could offer people a write in option as part of the ability to participate 
and or technically, I mean, it's what like three minutes or four minutes. I mean, I know 
this is more of a pain in the neck but we could also people are going to know about it. 
This they're going to know about the time you know the time the public hearing, 
whatever, if we could have sign up, as a sign up time and if you know give people each 
of you know five minute, you know, they can sign up ahead of time for the time that 
they can come into the council chamber and speak to us one on one. Those are two 
possible options. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that I'm in the studio tonight, listening to you now I'm in my 
office here talking and I'm listening to the show. When I can tell responding to James is 
a good 20 second delay between what we say and what goes out on the air. Just for 
your information. 

• Councilor Anest stated that this is too important of an issue just to do it by Zoom. I 
know people have issues calling in. If there is a way that we can do this live, do this in 
the high school or wherever and then if there is an uptick then revert back to the Zoom 
platform that would be fine. But I really think we need to give the public the 
opportunity to come and speak to us in person no matter where it is, if they've lined up 
in the hallway six feet apart. So I think in the resolution, we can give a couple of 
different options of how we are going to be handling this and then as soon as we can 
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figure out what we're doing put it out there. But this is way too important. We need. 
you know, like James said for the town hall right now. I mean, we had two and a half 
hours of people speaking and I can't even imagine having half of those people calling in 
and trying to speak in Zoom, it's, it's going to be a logistical nightmare. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that I'm looking at the timeline that was provided to us by 
Mike Botello and the notice of public hearing has to be published, no later than August 
19th so that gives us eight days from today that it has to actually hit the paper, which 
I'm assuming means, we'd have to put it out there a few days before... 

• Councilor Anest stated two days later, because if removing the public hearing to the 
21St 

• Mayor DelBuono stated okay, so the 21'. I see what you're saying. So the memo that 
we received was predicated by us holding the public hearing on the 25th and now we're 
going to the 27th, so that would add two days. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that based upon the executive order of the Governor, we 
are actually able to put our legal notices on our website and bypass in the necessity to 
post in the paper. We do have a little leeway with that too. But we still have to follow 
our normal Charter provisions and making sure it's up on the website and then enough 
time. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated okay, perfect. That helps just because I think we have a lot of 
hashing out to do in terms of the venue and how we're going to do this. So if it's not 
required to be in the resolution, the where or the how, just the date and the time, then I 
would suggest for... 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that the where is definitely because we need to determine 
the location we're going to be at when we notify, the time as well, but how we hold it 
as another question. We do have to have a location plan; you could propose multiple 
locations, based upon review by staff, to allow us to decide. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated okay, so in reading that portion of the resolution, where it says 
resolved that the Newington Town Council of the Town of Newington hereby schedules 
a public hearing to be held through the use of Zoom webinar software in Newington 
Connecticut. If we're not doing Zoom or if we're doing Zoom and a venue, we would 
have to put the venue in there as well. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated right, if we were going to do it at a high school, we have 
to give the address for that location. Just like we hold our public hearings and we 
advertise it as 131 Cedar Street and the time that is going to take place. We don't say 
for that its going to be in person or via Zoom normally, but if we are going to be 
holding it in person we do need to inform them of what that location is. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated I just don't know how we're going to nail that down this 
evening in terms of making this resolution happen. Logistically, I don't think we know 
for sure what that's going to look like if we wanted to do the high school, whether 
that's really viable or not given some of the questions posed this evening. So, you 
know, I'm a bit concerned about that. I still say we could do the Zoom webinar and 
then have a call in line. Which I know isn't in person, so to speak, but it still is our old 
protocol in place as well. I mean, I sit here I have a speakerphone on my desk that you 
certainly all would be able to hear and the person could identify themselves, the way 
they normally would. It would take away the Zoom piece for people trying to figure out 
the Zoom application and they'd still be able to phone in like you said there'd be a 
delay, we'd have to account for that, but at least that would give us an option. I just 
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don't know that we can hammer out the rest of this without having some more 
discussion. 

• Councilor Miner asked Dr. Brummett the capacity of the gymnasium in terms of 
seating and what is the capacity of the auditorium and either of those two venues. I 
don't know. 

• Dr. Brummett stated the auditorium has about an 800 people capacity, the gymnasium, 
I'd have to get back to you because it's, it would be well in a situation like this, we 
probably have folding chairs, but I would have to get back to you on the capacity of the 
gymnasium, but the auditorium I do know is 800. 

• Councilor Miner stated okay 800, if you went to 50% capacity it still will be at 400 
even if you want 25% capacity it would be 200. I think that would give you enough 
social distancing to allow the opportunity for in person, it would give you your six foot 
social distancing is still have opportunities anybody was beyond that what into the 
always space. I don't think it would be that heavily attended, but at least to allow the 
opportunity for the public to weigh in, in person I think is critical to the success of the 
presentation on this project. It's just too large of a consideration and there's going to be 
too many questions that really should be answered in advanced in a public setting prior 
to. Again if someone doesn't feel comfortable participating, they'll be able to hopefully 
be able to view it, or at least listen to it and participate that way. And I do agree with 
the Councilor Budrejko that a write in option, I think, is also important for maybe our 
elders in town that might not want to participate otherwise, but feel comfortable in 
writing. So, I would at least like to offer that for consideration and see what the other 
Councilors opinions are. 

• Councilor Nagel stated that I think we need to keep in mind what Mr. Chapman said 
earlier about the COVID and the changing and having things inside or not having them 
inside. And also, since I am one of those elders, though I don't like to think of myself 
as being one there is that question from any people about holding things inside or 
outside and the responsibility that one has and how far a dedication should go to being 
inside a building and having that risk taking, and then you have to also account for how 
are you, for those of us on the Council for whatever reasons feel it's uncomfortable or 
for health reasons, not appropriate to be inside a building. How are you going to handle 
that as well, with their not being there and still wanting to the public, obviously. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated okay, so I guess I'm going to try to wrap this up a little bit. It 
sounds like we are in agreement with I mean the real issue is the resolution itself, 
which is the bond language. Now the resolution on the screen would stay the same, 
despite the change in the language that we were provided with James or Janet... 

• Town Clerk Krupienski you're talking about the draft bond language that you proposed 
to go to publish 

• Mayor DelBuono stated the resolution that's on the screen right now there's no change 
needed to that based on the new language that we had received 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated not to this other than our Zoom statements. If you're in 
person. Everything else is the standard language. Now your section two has changed. 
So the determination is, are you going with the revised language or you're going with 
the original language that was provided to the Council. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that it sounded to me like revised language, but I'm going ask, 
I'll do a show of hands. It's kind of a consensus, but it's hard to do a consensus on a 
Zoom and not everybody has their screen on so councilors, if you would like the 
revised language to move forward this evening, could you raise your hand in that 
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window. OK. So the consensus is definitely that we're going to go ahead with the 
revised language. Thank you everyone. I appreciate that. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated Section 2 to that would be that change that we talked 
about. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated now we need to we need to nail down. What we're going to put 
under that Zoom piece so. Dr. Brummett are you confident or do you need to check 
and see in terms of using one of those venues because schools not open yet and how 
you're feeling about that. 

• Dr. Brummett stated yeah, we can, and I do concur with what the Town Manager did 
say that if COVID rates start to go up again, that we would not want to have an in 
person meeting, but again what your language requires. I'm not sure, but it's a 
possibility if the health considerations allow for it. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated okay. So, James. I'm going to defer to you on that. If we were 
to pass a resolution saying we're going to meet in person, and then we don't, are we in 
trouble. What, what would have to happen. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated let's say in that case, I would pass it with backup 
language so the meeting is to be held in person at the Newington High School with the 
backup of utilizing Zoom software in the event of a COVID increase. Cover ourselves. 
We've given the location and time already and if something does happen, we do have 
the ability, and we've already notified the public that will be utilizing a second venue. 

• Councilor Camillo stated before we consider all this, we should talk to Charlie Brown 
and see if he recommends it at all. Talk right to the health department, the Health 
District and let them tell us if it's feasible. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated if you want I'll read you exactly what he sent me at my 
request yesterday. He says "Dealing with meetings. If a meeting can be conducted via 
technology without personal interaction that is the safest way to do business. If you 
need to have a face to face meeting, masks, social distancing and eliminating group 
sizes should be considered, as well as the potential to do outdoor meetings", that was 
his response to what I had asked about having a big meeting. 

• Councilor Miner stated I think that I would agree with Dr. Brummett, and town 
manager, that if we do see a spike in cases with threshold that, an excess of what the 
health director feels is safe that we go to a Zoom platform. However, I believe the 
venue is large enough to socially distance six feet apart without any issue. And to have 
masks, on when they're in unless they're speaking, I think, is at least an option that 
should be afforded the public to making such an important decision before they actually 
go to the voting booth on. I think information dissemination is critical to getting this out 
to a positive conclusion. So, I will offer that I only had one other question, and this 
goes back to Janet. Have we seen specific referendum language that allows for the 
splitting of the 17 million versus 35 million on how it's worded in the actual 
referendum language or that hasn't been generated yet. 

• Ms. Murphy stated I know that that language has been generated the correction draft. 
I'll call it with that split out. I did send that to James, and to Beth and Keith today. 

• Councilor DelBuono stated I forwarded it out to everyone and I had texted the Majority 
Leader and my caucus to let everybody know that they needed to check that before the 
meeting. I apologize. I didn't see it until about four o'clock today. That's when I 
forwarded it out. 

• Councilor Anest stated I forwarded it to my people as well. 
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• Mayor DelBuono stated that it's on the screen now, so you can take a peek there. 
Essentially you'll see that first the first paragraph of the resolution it originally said 
resolution authorizing and appropriation of 35.5 million for the Anna Reynolds 
Elementary School Renovation Project and the financing of set appropriation by the 
issuance of general obligation bonds of the town and notes in anticipation of such bonds 
and in amount not to exceed it originally read 35.5, the new language states 17.75 and 
the use of grants and such other sources of funds that was the change made as well as 
establishing a date for the referendum. So that was the big change was just that we're 
only going to allow the appropriating of bonds, up to 17.5 in anticipation of at least a 
50% reimbursement rate. 

• Councilor Donahue stated James isn't there an executive order that limits the number of 
people that can be in an inside meeting. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated there is, while you guys talk, I will pull that up and take 
a look and see what I can tell you 

• Councilor Donahue stated I thought maximum for an indoor gathering was 100 people. 
• Town Clerk Krupienski stated I believe it is. But he may have changed that. Let me do 

a little research for you and I'll get right back to you. 
• Mayor DelBuono stated my other concern, honestly, is that and I and I don't expect 

people to say it now because I'm not going to call people out like that, but I do believe 
there may be a few councilors that are not comfortable meeting in person and I don't 
want to put councilors at risk or feeling uncomfortable or even staff members who may 
not want to meet in person. So that's my other concern with that. 

• Councilor Miner stated well, then go back to the original consideration we had, which 
would be outdoor and hope for the best, that the weather cooperates. I just think it's 
too important to not allow for an in person public presentation because you're going to 
go ahead and bring this through with the end of August and you're going to expect your 
electorate make a decision on it, November and they need to have information and that 
is the purpose of a public hearing is to allow that information to be disseminated to the 
public to allow them to weigh in and I think without allowing that in person is just 
going to create a lot of confusion, a lot of misinformation and a lot of anxiety that 
doesn't need to occur. If we're not comfortable indoors. I mean, the grocery stores. I 
completely understand the concerns of safety. However, I feel, you should be allowed 
and afforded the opportunity, should you choose to, in persons to attend and that you 
can and if you don't feel comfortable to attend, by all means, please don't. Nobody is 
asking to put anybody at risk, but I think that should be at least an opportunity to the 
public. I think it's too important of a decision to come forward. Thank you. 

• Councilor Anest asked when do we have to vote on this James, by September 3'-d? 
• Town Clerk Krupienski stated we need to make sure the Council adopts that no later 

than September 3 and then I have, I believe it's 10 days to get it to the Secretary of 
State's office for certification for November election and that is actually in Mike's 
timetable. 

• Councilor Anest stated I only have it, the public hearing and that's the only page 
Another option would be if we can only hold 100 possibly doing two public hearings 
and let people sign up for one or the other. I agree. I think it's way too important. And, 
you know, for the councilors or staff members who might be concerned about attending 
they can watch it on Zoom if they opt to. But I'm really concerned that people are 
going to shy away from voicing their opinions, if they have to do it on Zoom. 
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• Mayor DelBuono stated okay, so I'm not, I guess I would propose, because I think 
we're getting to the point of being a dead horse, no offense, but, we can go round and 
round this all evening. It sounds like there are strong feelings, both ways. So if we can 
hammer out some language that would allow us to state that we will attempt to hold it at 
Newington High School in person for those that are comfortable and we will also offer 
Zoom at the same time so that people that are not comfortable can participate by Zoom 
or if quite frankly, the town manager is our safety officer. So it would be up to him 
when the date gets closer to determine in conjunction with Charlie Brown from Central 
Connecticut Health District whether or not we proceed in the in person format or 
whether we would go to a strictly Zoom. So I would propose that we revise the 
resolution language to read. I'm going to try to hammer it out. Resolved with the town 
Newington at that, just reading that one paragraph, resolved that the Town Council of 
the Town of Newington hereby schedules a public hearing to be heel through the use of 
Zoom webinar software, hold on, the public hearing to be held at Newington High 
School and via the use of Zoom webinar software dependent upon the public safety 
officer determining that it's safe during COVID-19. So we need to add somehow a 
caveat to that if we get to a point where it's deemed unsafe that we would go straight to 
just Zoom essentially. So we will be holding it at Newington High School if deemed 
safe by our safety, public safety officer, as well as via Zoom, if deemed unsafe, we 
would move to a strictly Zoom webinar meeting that sound good? Town Manager 
Chapman are you good with that as our public safety officer? 

• Councilors stated that is good. 
• Town Manager Chapman stated Public Safety Director. 
• Mayor DelBuono stated Director. Thank you. I know you don't like the idea of an in 

person. I know that. 
• Town Manager Chapman stated we need to listen to what our health director's advice 

is. You may as well not have a health director if you're not going listen to him. 
• Mayor DelBuono stated we can we can put the language that we will consider holding it 

at Newington High School, as well as via Zoom, dependent upon the whether or not it's 
deemed safe during COVID by our public safety director in conjunction with our 
CCHD representative Okay. Someone's got to read this resolution into the record. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated just a moment, I just want to address the Councilor 
Donahue's question. Executive Order 70, which was approved on May 29, limited the 
maximum amount of people in an indoor space to 100, outdoors to 150. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated you can only have 100 total if adequately spaced. So if the 
capacity of the room when we look at the size of the space and how we would have to 
space people out is less than 100 then we would have to just cycle people in and only 
allow people to come in up to that capacity and we just have to be smart about it. I 
mean, smart to me is Zoom, but I'm trying to accommodate everyone here, and I know 
that there's a strong sense of people feeling that and in person component is necessary. 
So, you know, we can certainly try that and see where we stand to come August 27. 

• Councilor Miner stated it just one item to consider is putting a threshold in there. So 
the COVID rates were to be an excess of whatever you feel comfortable with 1.5%. 
We've been holding a point six for several weeks. If you know essentially doubles and 
we go to plan B. I'd rather see it threshold and then just being kind of open. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated I'm concerned with the fact that I'm not an expert and don't 
know what the appropriate threshold would be so I would default. I don't know the 
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language that leaves it up to Keith, in conjunction with the Central Connecticut Health 
District, I think makes sense, they would be the ones to deem what's appropriate. 

• Councilor Miner stated that he agrees, that's fine. 
• Councilor Budrejko stated that I just have the resolution that's on my screen. I don't 

think it's the most current one. It still references the $35 million a bonding. 
• Town Clerk Krupienski stated that is correct. You would need to amend the 35.5 

because we did not have an update to that cover sheet, as well as the language for 
where it would be held. 

• Councilor Budrejko stated that the first one is still okay the 35.5, but then the bonding 
17.75 

• Mayor DelBuono stated right, that second 35.5 would change to 17.75 and then the 
resolved that the town council of the Town of Newington hereby scheduled a public 
hearing to be held at Newington High School and via the use of Zoom webinar software 
in Newington Connecticut on Thursday, August 27 at 7 p.m. to hear comments on the 
foregoing resolution. The public safety officer in conjunction with central Connecticut 
health, will determine if it is safe to hold a meeting at Newington High School, if not, 
we will revert to Zoom webinar. 

Motion by Councilor Miner 

RESOLVED: 

INTRODUCTION: BONDING RESOLUTION 

Resolution authorizing an appropriation of $35,500,000 for the Anna Reynolds 
Elementary School Renovation Project and the financing of said appropriation by the issuance of 
general obligation bonds of the town and notes in anticipation of such bonds in an amount not to 
exceed $17,750,000, as well as establishing a date for a referendum. 

INTRODUCED BY: Councilor Miner 

RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newington hereby schedules a Public 
Hearing, to be held at Newington High School and via the use of Zoom Webinar Software in 
Newington, Connecticut, on Thursday, August 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. to hear comments on the 
foregoing resolution. In the event the meeting is to be confirmed by the Public Safety Director in 
conjunction with Central CT Health District, the meeting will revert to webinar only via Zoom. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk post and publish notice of the time, place 
and purpose of said public hearing, along with the foregoing resolution in full, in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 406 of the Town Charter. 

Seconded by Councilor Camillo. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent) 

• Mayor DelBuono asked James if we all set on this agenda item. Did we cover everything? 
• Town Clerk Krupienski stated yes, we did. Except for the Council just stating that we're going 

to utilize the revised on language that wasn't included in the package originally. 
• Mayor DelBuono asked if he wanted a motion for that. 
• Town Clerk Krupienski stated just an acknowledgement. 
• Mayor DelBuono stated that I had everyone raised their hand in the attendees window earlier. 

Everyone was in agreement that we would go with the revised bond language. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Tropical Storm Isaias Update 
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• Mayor DelBouno stated that due to Storm Isaias there were a lot of people without 
power in Newington, and I was one of them and I know a lot of you were as well. It 
took a long time to get Eversource involved and kind of get things going. Mr. 
Chapman if you could give us an update. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated at this point it is his understanding that all residents 
have power again. There are some wires down and some of the traffic signals, I 
believe, are still out or could be repaired by now. We have a lot of tree work to be 
done and removal of debris alongside the road. So what we're doing for the public's 
edification, is we're following the same schedule this week and next week is for 
picking up the debris, as we have for the trash, then we're going to end it. Anything 
that's not out there by the end of their pickup day next week will not be picked up by 
the town, they will have to take it to the transfer station themselves. The transfer 
station is open every day, 7 days per week. We have major debris out there that's going 
to be taking up a lot of room in the transfer station and we're supposed to submit by 
tomorrow afternoon, our estimate of cost of all the depai tments to the state to be 
submitted by the governor to be President. However, this is getting funded through 
FEMA. So we're going to be doing a lot of estimating because we don't know what is 
down in people's backyards. At this point, but it's all got to be estimated as to the total 
cost that we're going to incur including labor equipment and disposal of all this 
material and going into the transfer station. As most everybody in the whole state is, 
we are very frustrated with what's taking place with slow response from Eversource. 
I'm not sure why that happened. I'm not going to point fingers, but I would hope that 
this would be a learning experience that never happens again, we're just lucky that the 
weather took a break over the last couple of days. Now, everybody has power back, 
they have the air conditioning. But if this had happened in the winter. We're going to 
move forward. We have all the parks employees and the highway employees working 
together. I did authorize, if need be, to bring in contractors at this point. Both 
departments are saying they're not going to need them. 

• Councilor Budrejko stated that in her neighborhood everyone was without power and 
there is still storm debris by the side of the road. There's no trucks, nothing done, so I 
don't know whether another week is going to be really doable. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated let me let me preface this a little bit by saying that 
there are certain portions of the town that were barely hit at all. We'll say the Friday or 
Thursday or Wednesday, pick up routes are very light. We're going to continue on 
your route and will say the Tuesday route into Wednesday to get what we can, but that 
it'll balance off over the next two weeks where everything will get picked up, but we 
need to have everything out to the curb. Will pick it up over the next two weeks or 12 
days, but once next Friday comes along, that'll be it. So if you have debris after that, 
you'll have to take you to the transfer station or make arrangements to have somebody 
take if for you. 

• Councilor Budrejko stated that she wants to give some kudos out to our police 
depaitment, the fire depaitment, highway department, parks and grounds. Their rapid 
response to the emergency. I heard sirens going on. They really, really did an excellent 
job and you know I do see cleanup going on around town, not yet my neighborhood, 
but I know they're out there working hard and we're really fortunate I think because 
Newington got slammed and we got slammed harder than we did in years. In addition, 
our town staff and emergency response, the highway and parks and grounds and been 
doing a great jobs. Also the fact that you set up the charging station for people who 
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needed it at the library. It's a small thing, but yet it was a significant. So, I want to 
thank everybody who was involved in the planning. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that this is an example with that separates Newington 
from most other towns, all of our public safety and public works people have done a 
tremendous job and they continue and it's not easy and it's been hard out there, but 
these guys haven't slowed down and they're working from seven till five every day. 
Including the weekend so I give them a lot of credit for what they're going and it just 
shows that we have a professional team of police, fire, ambulance, and public works. 

• Councilor Miner echo what Councilor Budrejko said. Kudos to all the emergency 
service town staff for doing a great job on the clean up to date, as well as the ongoing 
efforts to clean up the rest of the town. Keith, do we have the same protocol in place in 
terms of having the town liaison directly reporting to us, or did that go by the wayside? 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that went by the wayside and I guess virtually every 
town in the state had the same issue. We ended up getting a call, I think it was on 
Sunday night. Chris Schroeder got a call from somebody from the state that somebody 
else was the liaison for our town but our original liaison that we were assigned six 
months ago, or whatever, a year ago disappeared. I think they have to learn from this 
and never let this happen again. I'm sure we'll have a debriefing at some point with the 
state And it'll be one of those Zoom meetings. There's a lot of people upset right now 
and we were lucky, like I said, this was not during the winter. 

• Councilor Miner stated that the emphasis of having a liaison was meant to be able to 
have one point of contact or utility and be able to have that person familiar with the 
town, that was at least a purpose after Superstorm Sandy when they went to this 
protocol. The problem is when you've got out of state contractors coming in. The 
biggest thing that I heard, and I had multiple commercial properties that we take care of 
out, and the continuous complaint I heard was crews, not being able to be assigned 
work fast enough and they were sitting more than they were working just because they 
didn't have that intermediate point that was directing the town by town. So that will be 
the only thing that I would emphasize when you do have your debrief that that's critical 
for the future. Thank you. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated in wanted to say one other thing. Just so everyone 
knows and understands our crews could not touch any trees or branches with wires 
entangled in them until it was confirmed by electric company that everything was dead. 
Main Street for example was blocked for several days which really made it 
inconvenient for many people, but we just couldn't. And in fact, I was there when it 
was confirmed that the wires that we thought were dead were in fact live with 23,000 
volts. It burned a hole in Main Street it was so powerful. So if anyone thinks our guys 
were sitting around doing nothing, in some cases they were waiting for Eversource 
people to show up, that we were promised that didn't get there until much later. So we 
did the best we could to get all the streets cleared and opened. 

• Mayor DelBuono asked if the Constance Leigh light was up and running yet. 
• Town Manager Chapman stated he believed that was fixed this afternoon. 
• Mayor DelBuono stated wonderful, good. I was so concerned because that intersection 

was out for so long and I know that wasn't us. I will say thank you, from the bottom 
of my heart, to all of our town crews, EMS, fire, police, you know, I live on Walsh 
Avenue, which is right near the center of town and I can't tell you how many vehicles. 
I saw going up and down my street every day. I have no question as to how hard our 
guys and gals were working. Everybody was out there from the second the storm hit 
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like you mentioned, Gail. The sirens around town they were just going nonstop. And 
like I said, I saw them up and down my street. I'm right by company one as well and I 
know our crews were out there. I think the disappointing factor for me with Eversource 
was that it sounded like a lot of lip service the first few days. I think once they hit the 
ground, they hit the ground well, and their crews went out in full force. But it took a 
couple two, three days to really see that response that I think we needed earlier. So I 
think that would be my concern to share would be that they need to be ready to hit the 
ground and not be waiting two, three days before it really happens. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated that during this damage incurred, we had an evacuation 
of several block around Main Street and Robbins Avenue because of a natural gas leak 
that occurred because of a tree or branch Racing a gas line go into a house and then 
trying to find the shut off with all the debris, it ended up that took a long time. So when 
the evacuation for place. Fortunately, nobody was hurt so that that was probably the 
major incident that was a result of tree falling and so forth that had to be handled by the 
fire department and police department. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated I will tell you the response by our fire and police was 
tremendous. Thank you, Mr. Chapman for your leadership during the storm because 
our town crews did what they did, because you were at the helm helping direct that and 
getting the cooling station open and making sure that our residents needs were met, and 
I know I did get a lot of resonant I won't say complaints but concerns or questions from 
resonance that I continually forwarded to you. I'll, I'll be sure and forward that to our 
town manager was my pretty standard response because you were the one that had all 
that information. So thank you for fielding all of that for us throughout 

B. FFY 2020 Homeland Security Grant Program 
• Town Manager Chapman stated I don't know if Chris Schroeder is on with us. I was 

hoping that he would be able to respond to any questions you have on this particular 
because I'm not familiar with it. This is an annual grant that we apply for with 
Homeland Security. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that we have the memorandum agreement in front of us. I'll 
just read a little bit out of the memo. So it basically states that the agreement where US 
Federal Homeland Security grant funds to support eight regional set aside projects, the 
total amount of funds being retained on behalf of local governments is $1,604,801. It's 
pretty self-explanatory and this is, I think, is standard operating procedure for us that 
we do every year. 

C. Anna Reynolds Elementary School PBC - Owner's Project Representative Services 
• Mayor DelBuono stated it says that a waiver is requested, which I did not realize that 

wasn't in our original packet 
• Town Clerk Krupienski stated it was actually part of the resolution, I'm just putting that 

on the agenda itself. 
• Mayor DelBuono stated that the Anna Reynolds Elementary School PBC at their 

meeting on August 5th approved the recommendation to the town council to appoint 
Colliers International Project Leaders as their as the town's owners project 
representative based on their proposal of March 27'h. Essentially, the proposal was a 
fee schedule with a pre referendum phase, not to exceed the cost of $43,732. The 
committee is also requesting this town council authorized Keith Chapman, as our Town 
Manager, to enter into a contract with Colliers International Project Leaders for owners 
project representative services. 
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• Councilor Donahue stated I'm just looking at the timeline. Here we are, you know, 
they're going to start looking. Are we going to see a complete set of plans before we 
vote on this. 

• Superintendent Brummett stated the role of Colliers is not to do architectural plans they 
are to help this what the Council would approve in this motion is. Allowing them to 
help do more pre referendum work between now and November, so you won't see a 
full set of drawings at this time that that wouldn't happen until after the referendum, 
hopefully is approved and then the architect is brought on board. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that he wasn't here for this but didn't we do this with the 
town hall 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that that some of us were concerned that some of the issues 
with town hall project was that we didn't have specific enough plans in the beginning to 
make sure that we were on budget and making sure we have, we needed moving 
forward. So I think that was a concern at the time. 

• Councilor Budrejko stated that on of the issues she has is that the contract is between 
Town Manager Chapman and Colliers. So who's, who would Colliers be reporting to? 
The town manager, the building committee, the Board of Ed, I'm confused. 

• Town Manager Chapman stated I understand that they would report to the building 
committee. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated we've had Colliers on board for the town hall project. And 
initially, the former town manager had said that they reported to the Council and to her 
and not to the committee. So that was a point of confusion on the previous project. So 
I, I think it definitely makes sense to clarify that going into it. 

• Councilor Budrejko stated And then the role of Colliers at this point is kind of 
informational and getting the word out to the public as to what this This project is 
because there's been some discussion on the role of in Colliers was brought in. I'll say, 
you know, halfway through the town hall project they weren't there from the beginning 
but there have been some concerns that maybe the value added questioning the value 
added of bringing them on or maybe it was the point in time with where they were 
brought on but I'm assuming that you've been satisfied with the work so far. 

• Dr. Brummett stated yes, they have been on point for all issues and yeah the role right 
now. It's pretty limited. They've done phase one, which is get us to the grant 
application phase that was completed in June. And now moving forward. They have 
been giving us advice about how to promote the project how to, you know, put the 
salient points before you know the public at large. So in fact, the money that is 
discussed the town council already appropriated and Colliers doesn't think they will 
even spend that much because the time is running quite short as to how long we can 
actually promote the project. So yes, I highly satisfied with Colliers they've been 
nothing but top drawer in anything. They've done for the for this project. 

• Councilor Miner stated just to clarify, there was a phase one and phase two of the 
original proposal that Colliers presented phase one was to get us through to the grant 
process phase two is pre referendum from now until the referendum period. It's all 
based on a time materials basis and as Dr. Brummett alluded to it has been brought up 
in our last meeting that they didn't anticipate spending everything that they had 
budgeted. Advanced and as far as their value to be brought in this early in the project 
is an extreme value to the town. Because they're going through their construction 
budgeting cycles to make sure that the numbers that are presented they currently have a 
Contractor that is involved reviewing all of the information related to the mechanical, 
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electrical, plumbing components as well as structural For the building to make sure that 
we have all our information set ready to go in advance to be able to be considered as a 
renovate as new project. So there is without question value to having them involved as 
an owner's project manager this early in the project almost ahead of anybody being 
decided in terms of construction management or architecture. Going back to what john 
did question is accurate and his statement that unfortunately the process that we hold is 
we cannot go out and procure architectural services to build a project that could 
theoretically be, you know, a million and a half to $2 million in architectural services 
for a project that may never come to fruition. So the procedure to get there could be 
considered flawed in the standpoint that we don't have solid numbers. The reference of 
the town hall project to the inner rentals project. The difference being and Reynolds is a 
straightforward renovate as new, so the OPM is very familiar with this type of project 
and they cost per square foot to do it and they're very confident in their construction 
pricing today. Thank you. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated that a waiver is being requested. Is that correct Dr. Brummett? 
You need us to act on this tonight? 

• Dr. Brummett stated I believe we would like it tonight to move forward as quickly as 
possible because time is running short so I believe that's why James and I discussed a 
possible waiver. 

Motion by Councilor Budrejko 

RESOLVED: 

The Newington Town Council, in accordance with the Town Council, Rules of Procedure, 
§11 Voting, adopted February 11, 2020, hereby moves to allow action on New Business Agenda 
Item VIII.C, to appoint an Owner's Project Manager for the Anna Reynolds Elementary School 
Renovation. 

Seconded by Councilor Camillo. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent) 

Motion by Councilor Budrejko 

RESOLVED: 

That the Newington Town Council hereby names Collier's International Project Leaders 
as the Town's Owner's Project Representative for the Anna Reynolds Elementary School 
Renovation Project, based on their proposal of March 27, 2020 and their proposed fee schedule 
with a Pre-Referendum Phase not to exceed cost of $43,732; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That the Newington Town Council hereby authorizes Keith Chapman, Town Manager to 
enter into a contract with Collier's International Project Leaders for Owner's Project 
Representative services. 

Seconded by Councilor Camillo. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent) 

Public Comments 
• None 

• Mayor DelBouno stated it's not a common practice to waive the rules and I don't often like to 
do that just because I like to afford people the opportunity to know that we typically do business 
by introducing it one week at our next meeting voting on it. But, I will say as the discussion 
earlier mentioned having Colliers on board earlier is certainly better and putting this off doesn't 
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make a lot of sense in terms of the logistics of getting them on board and having them in the 
process earlier on than we did in the town hall project. Hopefully that will be helpful. So, that 
is why I'm okay with going ahead with this motion this evening. 

IX. RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS (Action May Be Taken) 
• None 

X. TAX REFUNDS (Action Requested) 

A. Approval of August 11, 2020 Refunds for an Overpayment of Taxes 

Motion by Councilor Budrejko 

RESOLVED: 

That property tax refunds in the amount of $62,211.51 are hereby approved in the 
individual amounts and for those named on the "Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of 
Taxes," certified by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution. 

Seconded by Councilor Camillo. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent) 

XI. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

A. July 14, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
B. July 28, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion by Councilor Nagel to approve the above referenced minutes. Seconded by Councilor 
Braverman. Motion passed 8-0 (via roll call vote) (Councilor Manke absent). 

XII. WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER 
• Town Manager Chapman stated that MDC waste collection is this Saturday at the Highway 

Depai Intent on Milk Lane. Some of the requirements this year will be it's limited to one 
person per vehicle you must be remain in your vehicle at all times and keep your windows 
rolled up. Be ready to place driver's license against the window for proof of residency, 
place only the waste materials you want removed in the trunk of your vehicle. Workers 
will be in full safety gear; fuel containers will not be emptied and returned. So if you have 
any hazardous waste that you want to dispose of as an ascendancy member town, you may 
bring it to our transfer station this Saturday and MDC staff will take it. There will be a 
number of these going on throughout the whole summer in different Member Towns. So if 
you miss this one on Saturday. You can catch another one in West Hartford, Bloomfield, or 
Windsor. 

XIII. COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
• Councilor Nagel stated that the library board had a special meeting last night. And one of 

the primary reasons for it was to officially decide whether they were going to cancel their 
five K race, which usually is not in the fall, but they moved it to cancel because of COVID 
Hope to resume it next year, in its place, they are doing a charity fundraiser event called 
Ready, Set, Go. The details for it will be through various different venues, it will involve 
drawings, which will be done October 5 everything will be done virtually. 

• Councilor Donahue stated that there have been a couple of meetings of the Mill Pond Park 
Building Committee. The committee was not happy with indoor space; will concentrating 
on the outdoor facility; the whole master plan of the park. The architect is supposed to 
come back to us with some updated pricing and an actual a better plot plan for some issue 
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with an MDC sewer line where the who will have to move over 68 feet, you know, to the 
west. Next meeting is September 14 1̀1 at 6:00 p.m. we realize that puts us out of getting it 
on the referendum for November, but we can do a special referendum if needed. 

XIV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION — IN GENERAL (Via Zoom Application or Phone) 
(3 MINUTE TIME LIMIT PER SPEAKER ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY) 
• Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive stated I realized I forgot to identify myself at the first public 

participation. So if you would note that for the record. Wanted to remind people that the 
public hearing on the POCD is tomorrow, hope people will tune if, if not participate. Glad 
to see option for public hearing. Re Mill Pond Park PBC. I guess I must have missed 
something that I didn't realize that there was even an option being thought of a indoor 
pool, rather than an outdoor pool. But I'm glad to hear that. That was voted down and I'm 
also glad to hear that it's not going to be on the referendum, along with Anna Reynolds. I 
think it's just going to be too much for the public to handle. Wondering NCTV could do a 
tour of the town hall so people can see it since it seems like it's going to be a while before 
people can get in there. Shout out to highway crew on Elton Drive last week, the do an 
awesome job as always. Very nice to have that service in town, and I appreciate it. Bulk 
waste, call 860-667-5874 by Tuesday by 3:30 p.m. and they will pick it up on Thursday. 
Again, everybody stay safe. Stay well, and hope to see you again soon. Back in person. 
Take care. Bye 

XV. REMARKS BY COUNCILORS 
• Councilor Budrejko stated that she wanted to give an unsung hero shout out to Town Clerk 

James Krupienski, in addition to his regular job he's been staying very late for the Zoom 
meetings, the move into the town hall. But this past Sunday in the Hartford current, there 
was a headline that really caught my eye, and it said "All praise the competent Town 
Clerk's as primary approaches" and that really caught my eye. So as I was reading it I 
didn't really realize that in addition to everything else that's going on that significant impact 
the absentee ballots. The in the increase in absentee ballots in the mailings had on Town 
Clerk's throughout the state and I mean it's their normal function to administer and collect 
ballots, but there was such a significant increase in the number of the amount of work. And 
from what I understand the President of the Town Clerk Association was quoted as saying 
that the instructions were kind of chaotic, kind of insane a handoff and it really took a 
significant effort on the Town Clerk's to manage this. And in today's paper, they actually 
said that, I think the postmark date is going to be extended two or three days in addition, 
because of the whole COVID crisis and the recent storm. So I was just thinking of James, 
in addition to staying here every night like till midnight, and coordinating this during the 
whole move it to the town hall, you know, moving offices. He's been, you know, doing all 
the technology and he also had this on his plate. So thank you, James your our hero. 

• Town Clerk Krupienski stated thank you. It certainly has been an interesting primary, today 
alone we received 800 ballots by mail and another 200 in the box that we had to process. In 
addition to everything else that goes on, in addition to the town hall moves and I give credit 
to my staff, they are incredible. I'm so happy that I have them here and it allows me to be 
able to do what I need to do for the town for all their meetings and the technology and 
everything else that goes on. So I give a shout out more so to them. I'm just there to make 
sure that everything moves along smoothly. 

• Mayor DelBuono stated I'll second that motion Gail because James also, in addition to all 
of those things you mentioned has to take like eight calls a week for me to check out 
procedure and protocol. He's the go to guy for that. Thank you James. 
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XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilor Braverman to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 p.m. Seconded by Councilor 
Anest. Motion passed 8-0 (Councilor• Mahe absent). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Gibb n 
Council Clerk 
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