NEWINGTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
February 2, 2022
Chairman Teresa Avey called the regular Zoom meeting of the Newington Economic
Development Commission to order at 7:08 p.m.
I.
II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
Commissioners Present
Commissioner Jennifer Ancona
Chairman Theresa Avey
Commissioner Mary Beatrice
Commissioner Dana Havens
Commissioner David Marsden
Commissioner Maria Pane
CommissionerClifford Stamm
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Commissioners Absent
CommissionerJerilyn Nagel
III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Marsden moved to approve the minutes from the January 5, 2022 meeting. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Pane. The vote was unanimously in favor of the
motion with six voting YEA.
IV.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT

Leslie Civitello reported that the Chamber is starting to do a little in-person networking and a
little hybrid networking so Zoom and in person will be done on alternating weeks. Information
can be found on the Newington Chamber Facebook page. Discussions have begun on the
Waterfall Festival, moving forward and will be brought to the board for approval. Right now it is
scheduled for the end of September or the beginning of October.
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OLD BUSINESS

Chairman Avey reported a call from Bill DeMaio asking ifthe Commission was going to try the
flowerpots again. They need to be ordered and ifthe Commission starts early to promote it
there might be more business interest in the program. Commissioner Pane asked ifthere could
be additional research on putting the flowers on the bridges in town. She additionally said that
other sections oftown should be included in the program, for example New Britain Avenue and
not just Main Street. Commissioner Havens brought up the time and labor for watering the pots
and that should be discussed with Superintendent DeMaio. Commissioner Havens suggested
that locations should be firmed up for the pots before they were ordered since some locations
did not work out well.
Commissioner Marsden reminded the members that bridges are in the traffic zone and watering
plants on a bridge puts the person in danger from the traffic. He indicated that there is someone
with a truck that goes around and waters for the town, so if they are in a traffic zone, like a
bridge, they could be impeding traffic or they could be endangering themselves for an accident
of some sort.
Commissioner Havens felt that Bill DeMaio was more concerned with the manpower and cost of
maintaining the pots. She suggested that Bill be invited to the next meeting so further
discussion could be had.
Leslie Civitello indicated that she would be happy to promote that program for the Chamber.
Chairman Avey suggested that a raffle could be held for participants but they would have to
realize that they would be responsible for the upkeep of the pot, watering, etc., if it is on their
property, and it would have to be brought in during the winter season.
Commissioner Havens suggested the idea of hanging plants on the corners ofthe light poles in
the center and that is what Bill DeMaio was concerned about, the watering that would have to
be done by his staff.
CommissionerAncona reminded the Commission that this should be to beautify Newington and
attention should be given to locations other than the center oftown.
Chairman Avey reported that the Commission was down to less than $9,000 left in the budget
for this year and the budget for next year is not set until July 1 , 2022, and hopefully the amount
for next year will be the same as this year, $25,000.00.
VII.

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Avey repori:ed that there is some interest in Best Market and there are some local
people who are trying to return their business to Newington. Also, the Covid money is available
and there is paperwork for small businesses to fill out to possibly get some Covid money from
the Town. The link will be posted on the town website, Town Mangers site, and available after
February 7th. The link would be live and the application would be live.
VIII.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None
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COIVIMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Marsden questioned upcoming projects and ifthere was a report from the Town
Planner about them. Renata Bertotti reminded the Commission that there had been an
extensive report at the last meeting, and very little had changed. She offered to prepare a
month report if the Commission felt that should be included in the business. Commissioner
Marsden apologized for missing the last meeting and not being aware that the report was given.
Renata Bertotti indicated that the projects in front ofthe Commissions now were not
developmentally in the works except for one housing project at the intersection of Pane and
Maselli Roads. The Town Planners web site does list everything that is scheduled as well as
the tentative schedule as to when it will be presented to the Commissions.
X.

ADJOURN

Commissioner Havens moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Marsden.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Norine Addis,
Recording Secretary

