TOWN OF NEWINGTON
Office of the Town Planner
200 Garfield Street, Newington CT
Tel.: (860) 665-8575

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Newington Town Plan & Zoning Commission
Michael D’Amato, AICP, CZEO,
May 20, 2022
Petition# 24-22: Special Permit (Sec. 6.2.5) Modification of Existing Free-Standing Sign at 295
Main St. Zone: B. Applicant: K.Kennedy.

Date of Receipt
Deadline for Decision
Other Agency Reports Required?
Extension Eligible?
Materials Reviewed

April 27, 2022
35 to close hearing, 65 days from hearing close to decide.
No
Yes

Total Possible Days
 Application Narrative
 Proposed Signage Rendering

65

Application Summary
Per the submitted application, the applicant is seeking Special Permit approval to modify an existing free-standing
sign. The existing sign will be removed and replaced with a new sign with the same overall dimensions and in
the same location.
Per Section 5.2.7 of the Zoning Regulations, because the proposed changes include the installation of internally
illuminated fuel price signs, a Special Permit is required.
Staff Application Comments:
Internal Illumination:
The application proposes the installation of two (2) double sided digital fuel price signs within the overall pylon
sign. While the height of the digital signage is indicated to be 12”, no information has been provided as to the
lighting intensity or lumens value. Given that the pylon signs face residential uses, information related to the
intensity of the digital signage should be provided.
Car Wash Signage:
As shown below, it appears that the “Optimo” Car Wash has installed building and pylon signage that was not
reviewed by Town staff and, exceeds what was previously existing. As this signage is not included on the submitted
pylon sign rendering, it is understood that it is to be removed if this Special Permit is approved.
June 2019

January 2022

Prior Approvals:
In 1991, a Special Permit was granted which allowed for the conversion of the existing service bays into a “minimart”. This approval included four (4) conditions, one of which pertains to signage:
1. Total signage on this property shall be limited to 76 square feet. The rotating pylon sign shall be changed to a
fixed position sign.
The 76SF limit aligns with the one square foot per linear foot of signage allowed per the Regulations. The proposed
pylon sign is shown to be 44.3SF, which leaves approximately 31.7SF of signage balance to be used throughout
the rest of the site. Given the amount of signage on site overall, and that additional signage appears to have been
installed without approvals, a sign survey should be performed by the applicant to demonstrate how much signage
currently exists on the property in total. The height of the existing pylon sign should also be confirmed.
Staff Guidance:
The applicant is encouraged to provide the above referenced information to the Town Planner’s Office no later
than 05/27/22 so that it can be reviewed, and an updated report prepared for the 06/08/22 TPZ Meeting.

