TOWN OF NEWINGTON
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
September 21, 2021 - 7:00 P.M.
This meeting will be presented as a Zoom Webinar/Meeting. Information on how to attend
will be posted on the Town website at https://www.newingtonct.gov/virtualmeetingschedule
AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. ROLL CALL
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

(each speaker limited to 2 minutes)
IV. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Documents:
NEWINGTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES (8-1721).PDF
V. NEW BUSINESS
A. Application #2021-20: For Construction Activities In The Regulated Area At 203 Costello
Road, Applicant: Nadeau Brothers Foundation, LLC, Owner: 203 Costello Road, LLC,
Contact: Alan Bongiovanni.
Documents:
2021-20 STAFF REPORT.PDF
2021-20 APPLICATION SCAN.PDF
2021-20 NARRATIVE.PDF
2021-20 PLANS.PDF
B. Application #2021-23, For Construction Activities In The Regulated Area At 35, 67, & 69
Culver Street And 258 Deming Street, Applicant: AR Building Company, Inc., Owner:
RDTHREE LLC., Contact: The Bongiovanni Group, Inc.
Documents:
2021-23 STAFF REPORT.PDF
2021-23 APPLICATION SCAN.PDF
2021-23 OWNERS CONSENT.PDF
2021-23 NARRATIVE.PDF
2021-23 WETLANDS ASSESSMENT.PDF
43-21 PLANS REDUCED.PDF
VI. OLD BUSINESS
A. None
VII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
( each speaker limited to 2 minutes )
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS

VI. OLD BUSINESS
A. None
VII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
( each speaker limited to 2 minutes )
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS
A. Agent Communications
B. Town Council Liaisons Communications
C. Pond Life Research And Education
IX. ADJOURNMENT
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August 17, 2021
This meeting was presented as a Zoom Webinar/Meeting.
I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Sadil called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

II.

ROLL CALL
Ben Ancona III
John Bachand
John Casasanta
Richard Lavariere
Andreas Sadil
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Also present:
Erik Hinckley, Inland Wetland Agent
Gail Budrejko, Town Councilor
Susan Gibbon, Recording Secretary
Chairman Sadil: Ok, so we have five commissioners present so we have quorum. Moving to
item three, Public Participation on Non-agenda items, each speaker limited to two minutes.
III.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
(each speaker limited to 2 minutes)
Chairman Sadil: Erik, is there anyone on the line who wishes to speak?

E. Hinckley: I see two attendees; neither has raised their hand at the moment, so it doesn't
appear they are going to speak.
Commissioner Bachand: Erik when. ..I just want to say something, Erik, when I click on start
video the pop up screen comes up and says, you cannot start your video because the host has stopped it.
E. Hinckley: I'm on record and there's a problem, it didn't get posted to YouTube so that
might be an error that they said that might happen, so we just have to do it via Zoom. It is recording.
Commissioner Lavariere: Richard here, it does appear to be recording.
E. Hinckley: Yes, youjust might not see the video feed because of the live stream is down, I
believe.
Chairman Sadil: Moving on to section four, approval of minutes from the meeting ofJuly 20,
2021
IV.

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
A.

MINUTES OF JULY 20, 2021 MEETING

Chairman Sadil: Are there any additions or corrections from coiTunissioner? I do not see any
hands raised. Being no changes, may I have a motion to accept the meeting minutes of the regular
meeting ofJuly 20, 2021 as written.
Commissioner Lavariere: So moved by Richard.
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Chairman Sadil; So moved by Commissioner Lavariere; may I have a second?
Commissioner Bachand: I'll second it. John Bachand.
Chairman Sadil: Seconded by Commissioner Bachand, All in favor?
Commissioners: Aye,
Chairman Sadil: Should we call the roll Ms. Gibbon?
S, Gibbon: I don't think it's necessary to do that unless it's.,,.unless the vote is not unanimous.
E. Hinckley: That's correct.
Chairman Sadil: So, it's five nothing, minute are accepted. Thank you. Moving on to new
business, there is no
V.

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Sadil: Moving on to new business, there is no new business this month. Then going
on to Old Business, Application 2021-18, Regulated Activity at 72 Welles Drive North.
VI.

OLD BUSINESS
A.

Applieation ^2021-18, Regulated Activity At 72 Welles Drive N

Chairman Sadil: This is stage one. Is the applicant present Mr. Hinckley?
E. Hinckley: He does not appear to be present. He was made aware of the meeting, I actually
spoke to him earlier or late last week, So, you guys can still discuss this, it's not a public hearing. You
can take action, or you could just have a discussion, table it and get him back at the next meeting.
Chairman Sadil: Ijust had three comments, I did see the updated plan, As far as the plan is
concerned what's the timeline for the plantings, I saw the listing I think that's great. He's going to be
putting some plantings as a buffer between the property and the brook, But there was a note about the
chips being removed by October 15, but are those plantings going to get in this year, because I know a
lot of the nurseries are depleting their inventory. It that going to be an action or is that going to be left
open ended and totally applies for the next permit.
E. Hinckley: My intention was to try and get him to get the plantings in this year, I put the
October 15 date on there as well, for the suggested motions. Obviously, that is going to be contingent
on availability. So it's really at your discretion.
Chairman Sadil: I'm fine with the 15 . Ijust want to make sure, the seasons closing fast, so
that's fine. Could we see the map, where exactly is the hundred foot buffer? I see looking down on this
map, where approximately would the upland review be. Does is encompass the whole house or...
E. Hinckley: No, it's about, I think if I recall, about 10 or 15 feet from the back of the house.
Chairman Sadil: So, um...
E. Hinckley; It's going to go all the way up, you know, up the slope, probably through where
and
a
the
p is on approximate on those drawings.
Chairman Sadil: Can we add that in approximately. I know we had two or three extra stages,
but it would be nice to know for the next stages two and three, his next application where the actual
hundred foot buffer lie relative to the house and his otlier features he'd like to put back of the house. Is
that...
E. Hinckley; Yeah, we'll add the buffer line, no problem.
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Commissioner Bachand: And if I could just add, the wetland line too, I guess,
E. Hinckley: Yup, we can add them both.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Bachand. Ok, thank you. Another question I had in the earlier
narrative that was distributed for the July meeting about the sloping and the leveling you say "I believe
this group would require a new survey, with some engineering work, as well as to demonstrate the
impact to the regulated area, what did you exactly...can you expand on that Mr. Hinckley what.-.what
the applicant needed to...
E. Hinckley: So that was really for his phase two and three when he wanted to,..I don't think
he needs that for these planting for the removal of the removal of the material he's left. But when he
goes to put up his retaining wall and leveling out the rear yard in some places and any additions; that is
what I told him that we would require a new survey. So we'll get, you know, a hard survey, with some
with some grades on there in the back, and we'll plot everything on there and you guys will have an
idea ofhow much filling is going to take place when he tries to level this out, you know, a small
portion back there.
Chairman Sadil: Ok. So those are the only questions I had. Do the other..-1'll poll the
commissioners. Commissioner Bachand do you have any questions?
Commissioner Bachand: No, it seems fine to me.
Chairman Sadil; Ok, I'lt go down the list here, Commissioner Ancona.
Commissioner Ancona: Nope, I'm all set. Thank you.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Casasanta.
Commissioner Casasanta: I'm good,
Chairman Sadil: Ok, and finally Commissioner Lavariere, do you have any comments on this
application,
Commissioner Lavariere: Ijust want to say, I saw the paperwork with shrubbery and I would
encourage the applicant, as someone who lives on Winterberry Court, that he should go with the
winterberry plants, as listed. That's all,
Chairman Sadil: Very well.
E. Hinckley: And the other thing you guys really have to decide, I think it came up last month
and you guys were...you didn't really make a decision on. The chipped material, do you want it
removed or do you want to leave iton the slope in place. I mean that that's really the bigger issue that's
going to be the more difficult thing for him to take out ifyou want to remove all those chips or...
Chairman Sadil: I believe the consensus was to remove those chips because they're not treated
and it may attract insects and no one wanted pests, I think we were in agreement, and the applicant
acquiesced to that request to remove those chips out from the from the trees and that were removed and
chipped to take that out. Unless the Commissioners feel otherwise, I think that was my recollection,
that that was our recommendation.
Commissioner Bachand: That sounds right to me, this is Commissioner Bachand. I had a
question for Erik. Do you know what the volume is approximately, yardage, whatever.
E. Hinckley: From my understanding it's portions oftwo trees. The other..,you remember
from the pictures he had, a lot of that wood was already just cut, stacked. I think, basically, you know
the trunk got cut and stacked back there and there was probably just the limbs and stuff that got chipped
and shredded. So...
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Commissioner Bachand: So those threes are removed...they're already removed.
E, Hinckley: They're already removed, yes. The stumps are still there and he has no intention
of taking out the stumps right now. I told him he could add that to a future application if he wants to do
that. The other thing that you could request is if he doesn't get the plantings in the fall, we can have
them install some silt fence down there, which is probably a wise idea regardless.
Commissioner Bachand: All right, thank you.
Chairman Sadil: All right, ifthere are no further comments from the commissioners. Is there a
consensus to move forward this application you think without the applicant present? Do we feel we can
move forward with this application 2021-187
E. Hinckley: You have the option of tabling it and taking action next month, that's up to you, I
can convey, you know, either way to the applicant, I mean, I can have him start working on some of
these you know, removing the chips, getting the plantings in, etc. and you can formalize it next month,
or you can formalize it tonight,
Commissioner Lavariere: Richard here.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Lavariere.
Commissioner Lavariere: I think that was Cominissioner Bachand, he can go first.
Commissioner Bachand: No, I didn't say anything.
Commissioner Casasanta: I tl-iink it was Commissioner Casasanta.
Commissioner Lavariere: Go ahead sir.
Commissioner Casasanta: Um...yeah, I mean, if tonight all we're doing is giving approval for
him to go ahead with the plantings, I see no reason to table it. If he can, I'd like to see him, as Mr.
Hinckley said, get these done by October 15 and provide a buffer for Mill Brook. I don't know if it
would be productive that, you know, table it and not have them be able to go forward with the plantings
for another month, you know, pending their availability, So, I'm good with this portion of stage one
going forward.
Chairman Sadil: Thank you Commissioner Casasanta. Commissioner Lavariere.
Commissioner Lavariere: Yeah, I have no..I have no objection to moving it forward. Mr.
Hinckley, I would request that you maybe relay my recommendation about the winterberry holly.
That's all I have.
E. Hinckley: All right, no problem.
Chairman Sadil: Commissioner Ancona, do you have any comments, or do you feel
comfortable moving on this application tonight.
Commissioner Ancona: I feel very comfortable.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, thank you. Finally Commissioner Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: I'm in agreement with everyone else that I think it could be approved.
I would just go back to the chips. I think we had a consensus that they would be removed, I would just
warn, not to get overzealous with removal, like you don't want to disturb whatever's left on the ground
there that may be growing, and so you know just to be careful not to try to get every last piece of chip
out at the risk of destabilizing the embankment.
E. Hinckley: Understood.
Chairman Sadil; So I'm proposing that to the permit we add 10.b [inaudible],
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Commissioner Lavariere: We can't hear you.
Chairman Sadil: Can you hear me now?
Commissioner Lavariere: Yes, yes.
Chairman Sadil: I just have a question there for the proposed conditions that when you use the
word tree cuttings, do we use the word chips there? Um...was tliat the understood terminology, when
you say tree cuttings.
E. Hinckley: I can make tliat tree cutting/wood chips, if that works for you guys.
Chairman Sadil: Ok, any other commissioners have comments on that.
Commissioner Bachand: I think, it's John Bachand here...! think that's fair , just so there's no
confusion that tree cuttings mightjust be considered limbs or branches...
Chairman Sadil: Or trunks.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, I agree. Now would you like me to also add something about the silt
fence under Item A if the plants, I think I'lljust add that anyway. We'll go ahead and have silt fences
installed even if he gets the plantings in or not.
Chairman Sadil: Ok,
E. Hinckley: Ifyou guys like that.
Chairman Sadil: Yes.
Commissioner Sadil: Yes, yes sir, this is Richard, I agree.
Chairman Sadil: For erosion, yeah.
Commissioner Casasanta: This is John Casasanta, I agree also,
Commissioner Lavariere: Richard here with any disturbance to any root system, whatever,
that could be a problem, so yes, I think that's a very good idea.
Commissioner Bachand: John Bachand here, Wherewould we put the silt fence Erik?
E. Hinckley: I would put it between the plantings on the edge of brook down there somewhere,
I mean, I'm not going to have them put it out in the water, but up on the slope where we can, you
know, catch any kind of run off that's going to come down.
Commissioner Bachand; So those plantings are literally right at the edge of the water, it looks
like by the drawing.
E. Hinckley: Yeah by the by the sketch, I don't know where the edge of water truly is but
those particular species that I selected are actually all, they're all (a) wetland shrubbery and (b) they all
work well on slopes and banks near streams and brooks. That's why they were chosen because of the
slope and their closeness to the to the edge of water.
Commissioner Bachand: So that line I'm thinking, maybe, as the high water line, flood line....
E. Hinckley: Possibly, yes...
Commissioner Bachand: That would make niore sense, I think.
E. Hinckley: Yeah and again that's another reason for him to get a survey going forward when
we get to the end, so we can see where the actual edge of water is where the plantings are, and all that
good stuff, It'll all be documented on a on a real survey.
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Chairman Sadil: Um, Mr. Hinckley so are you, would like to revise condition 10,A for the
secretary, shall we say, the applicant shall install the proposed 12 plantings as shown on the plan by
October 15, 2021. Silt fence shall be added.-.how to do you want to add that?
E. Hinckley: Yeah, I think you canjust put that silt fence shall also be installed,
Chairman Sadil: Anything more specific other than a silt fence will be installed?
E. Hinckley: You want to give him a day by the end of the month?
Chairman Sadil: Well, I'll give him to the 15"'.
E. Hinckley: Ok.
Chairman Sadil: Probably the 15th with the silt fence, we want that done concurrently or done
right away.
E. Hinckley: Probably sooner is better. We can make a separate condition ifyou like, that
makes it easier to word.
Commissioner Lavariere; September 15 ? Richard here. September 15Ih?
E. Hinckley: That s fine with me, I mean it's...he has a lot ofchips down there now, so
basically, you know, a lot ofsoils being held, but when he does start removing the chips, yeah we're
going to get some more, you know, loose soil rolling.
Chairman Sadil: So I...I would want to get the chips out of their first and put the silt fence in.
He's got until the 15th, so I would say um you know, maybe make that per condition B, tree cuttings
and wood chips that were cut and left in place will be removed from the bottom of the slope and taken
out of the regulated area by October 15, 2021. Silt fence shall be put in place in this areajust to hold...
E. Hinckley: That's fine.
Chairman Sadil: ...soil in it's place. This activity will be verified by the wetland agent.
E. Hinckley: We can do that, and I will get these over to Sue tomorrow morning as well, so
she will have the corrected version.
S. Gibbon: Thanks, Erik.
Commissioner Lavariere; Wait, hold on, sorry Richard here. Is that going under B, or is that
as
going a new item, because if it's going as a new item we'd have to update C.
E, Hinckley: Right now it's going to be under B, is what the Chairman suggested.
Commissioner Lavariere: Ok, Thank you for the clarification.
Chairman Sadil: So you note that, Mr. Secretary, we have another sentence in between October
2021 and this activity shall be verified. We're going to install [inaudible].
Commissioner Lavariere: I could not hear you at all.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, you broke up a little Andreas.
Chairman Sadil: So for the note for the Secretary, there will be a sentence inserted in condition
B, there'll be a middle sentence after October 15, 2021, will say a silt fence shall also be installed in its
place, period. This activity will also be verified by the wetland agent.
Commissioner Lavariere: Got it.
Chairman Sadil: So, iftliere is no further discussion, Mr. Hinckley, is the application
complete?
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E. Hinckley: The application is complete. Yes,
Chairman Sadil: Mr. Secretary, may I have a motion for application number 2021-18 for
regulated activity at 72 Welles Drive North.
Secretary Lavariere: Give me one moment Mr. Chairman, I'm writing a note. Yes, Sir, yes,
Sir. Motion: Move to approve Application to 2021-18 with the following conditions (first 10 are
standard conditions for all wetland permits), with the addition, as proposed by the Chairman, this
evening to 10 subsection B.
Chairman Sadil: So we cite the A, B and C. These conditions 10, A, B and C, Mr. Secretary.
Secretary Lavariere: Yes. All right, sorry I'm failing to connect with you here, what, what...
Chairman Sadil: Normally we say the standard 10 conditions, with the addition of 10.A - The
applicant shall install the proposed...
Secretary Lavariere: All right.
Chairman Sadil: That's what we do.
E. Hinckley: Usually they are read.
Secretary Lavariere: Ok. So you want me to read A, B and C.
E. Hinckley: Correct.
Secretary Lavariere: All right. So let me redo this, thanks guys. Motion: Move to approve
Application 2021-18 with the following conditions, the first one through nine are standard conditions.
Number 10 - this permit is validfor wetlands only; additional approvals/permits may be requiredfrom
other Town departments, State or Federal agencies, It is the responsibility ofthe applicant to verify
what other approvals/permits may be requiredfor this project.
A. The applicant shall install the proposed 12 plantings as shown on the plaii by October 15,
2021. Upon installation the wetland agent shall verify in the field.
B. The remaining debris ftree cuttings/chips) that were cut and left in place will be removed
from the bottom ofthe slope and taken out ofthe regulated area by October 15, 2021. Silt
fence shall be installed in its place. This activity will also be verified by the wetland agent.
C. No other wetland permits or modifications to existing wetland permits will be approvedfor
this address until conditions A and B have been completed.
Chairman Sadil: Do I have a second?
Commissioner Bachand: John Bachand, I second.
Chairman Sadil: Second made by Commissioner Bachand. Final discussion. I have one edit,
tree cutting or chips in item B. Just throwing that correction there. Any other discussion? Ms. Gibbon,
please call the roll.
S. Gibbon: Ben Ancona III.
Commissioner Ancona: Yes.
S. Gibbon: John Bachand.
Commissioner Bachand: Yes.
S. Gibbon: John Casasanta.
Commissioner Casasanta: Yes.
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S. Gibbon: Richard Lavariere.
Commissioner Lavariere: Yes.
S. Gibbon: Andreas Sadil.
Chairman Sadil: Yes. Ok, motion passes. Moving on to item seven, Public Participation on
Non-Agenda Items, each speaker limited to 2 minutes.
VII.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
(each speaker limited to 2 minutes)
Chairman Sadil: Mr, Hinckley, is anyone waiting on the line waiting to speak?
E, Hinckley: No one has their hand raised,

Chairman Sadil: Ok, okay so moving on to section eight, Communication and Reports, item A,
Agent Communications. Mr. Hinckley do you have anything to report this month?
VIII,

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS
A,

Agent Communications

Chairman Sadil: Ok, okay so moving on to section eight, Communication and Reports, item A,
Agent Communications. Mr. Hinckley do you have anything to report this month?
E. Hinckley: Yeah, so it's been brought up recently about the status of the bus garage and the
spill and the potential restoration of the wetland buffer. So in that regard, if the Commission feels, I
can write a memo and forward to town manager asking for the town to do this. I will remind the
Commission that in 2019 or 18 the town did attempt to do this with a wetland permit and got a lot of
pushback from the CoiTimission on extra expenses and testing and surveying that they wanted done and
the town ultimately with through that application, So, I think they are, the town, is willing to do it and
attempt to do it, to restore you know what they can and you know so, I'mjust kind of reporting,
because it did come up, it was brought to my attention so. That's really all I have. So ifyou guys want
to have a discussion about it or want me to draft a memo and forward it on, and you know see if we
can get an application moving on that I can do that.
Chairman Sadil: Mr. Hinckley, on that old application can we sort of resurrect that and maybe
edit it. Obviously it was a little overly encompassing, ifyou will, is there a way to maybe scale back
or review that. I personally never saw that, I know there was rumors of it, but never came up formally
in front of the Commission.
Mr. Hinckley: It did come before the commission.
Chairman Sadil: Yeah, I don't recall that.
Commissioner Bachand: I don't recall that, either, to be honest with you, the way that you
characterize it Erik. This is John Bachand.
E. Hinckley: Yup. I can show you the application. It came, it has the same map, the former
chairman and some others were very strong on...they pretty much wanted the town to survey on the
other side of the brook, with topo and do some additional testing and borings and whatnot and I know
that at the time the town didn't have the money to get into it, so they ended up withdrawing application.
Chairman Sadil: I would recommend we write a memo Mr. Hinckley, and then what can be
done, I will put the ball back into the town engineers and a town managers and what would be feasible
and review that, Does that sound fair?
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E. Hinckley: Sure, I can draft something up and send it over for you to look at and, ifyou like
it, I can, you know, move it along,
Chairman Sadil: And like you said, I will always look for Commissioner Bachand's input as
well,
ComTiissioner Bachand: Yeah, that was, I guess, relating in response to my email to the two
of you, you don't...when I say restore the buffer I'm not as.,.so defined as what Erik said that that we
tried to do before I'm strictly referring to this space.
E, Hinckley: I understand.
Commissioner Bachand: I would like to see that space, explain to us how much there was
before, how much was lost and how much, if anything, we were asking them to restore. They may
want to, they may choose to, ask to use it as they're using it now and then it would be up to us to
decide. So I'm more concerned with the actual area, you know the buffer, the physical area between
what was there and what's not there now. Because we push the buses back 40, 50 feet, I estimated to
be thousands of square feet, at least, but I never got you know, I asked the engineer back then, you
know, to give an accounting of what was there and never got never got that.
E. Hinckley: Well, like I said they did present a map at that time, it's pretty, you know, and
we can probably use the same map and it shows the buffer line and it shows where stone was put in,
you know, etc. and where there's some remediation tliat was done, so that's something that they could
probably use going forward,
Commissioner Bachand: Right if we could maybe get a copy of that map that might help to jog
our memory, because I honestly don't remember that like that, Ijust remember them abruptly
withdrawing their application
Chairman Sadil; Yeah, they did...
Commissioner Bachand; And it was an emergency situation, you know, an emergency
situation, so I don't remember there being that much controversy over it at the time.
E. Hinckley: No, this was pretty much when they were at the end of the remediation or they
came in, because, again, you guys, the Commission, was really pushing for them to do some kind of
more in depth restoration and they came forward with the application and you know, there was some
pushback like I said. Well, I can certainly, you know, I'll dig up the drawing, see what we can do and
push it out to you guys, so you guys put an eye on it,
Chairman Sadil: Thank you Mr. Hinckley for taking that action. Moving to section B, Town
Council Liaison Cominunications. I do not see Councilor Budrejko or Braverman on the line.
B.

Town Council Liaisons Communications

Chairman Sadil: I do not see Councilor Budrejko or Braverman on the line.
E. Hinckley: Gail is here.
Chairman Sadil: Oh, where is she?
E. Hinckley; She's on the attendee side,
Commissioner Bachand: And she has her hand raised too.
Chairman Sadil: Excuse me.
Councilor Budrejko: Oh that's all right. Yeah I can't get in on the participant side, but can you
hear me.
E. Hinckley: Yes, I can hear you,
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Councilor Budrejko: Okay, one thing I think might be of interest and I know Mr. Bachand is
versed in this is at the last town council meeting there was a presentation on plans for the new Mill, a
new pool and Mill Pond Park; and in reading it, one thing that did catch my eye was the location where
they're going to where, the preferred location from the committee is along Garfield Street and within
the notes ofthe Mill Pond Park, I mean Mill Pond Pool Building Committee, it talked about, there's
underground water and hydrostatic pressure and an underground drain system would have to be
installed to relieve water pressure under the pool that would either drain into a storm pipe or directly
into the pond. I question the impact on the fragile, and you know ecosystem of the pond. I mean, that's
not really a freshwater pond that gets you know, that you know, it's constantly bubbling and clear
water whatever, so I was a little concerned, and I certainly you know, said that I would hope that the
conservation committee would have input into any kind of design or any kind of direct drainage into the
plan should this plan go forward, The committee got some pushback on basically the cost of the new
proposed facility itself, along with a parking. But, again, my concern is about the pond itselfwith all
this activity and also, quite frankly, when I see because the building of a new pool is Stage One, but
stage two and three is plan to have an amphitheater where the current pool is, along with you, know,
more playing fields and walking whatever and again it's a small park, I mean it's not Willowbrook
Park, it's not Stanley Quarter, it's a pretty small park and a pretty small pond, so I would hope when it,
I would think that Conservation and wetlands would have to do some pretty close scrutiny as to what all
these planned activities would be on pond itself.
E. Hinckley: Yeah, if I can just interrupt briefly Gail. I have had some discussions and pointed
out to Mr. DeMaio that, you know, pretty much anything you're doing over there is going to require a
wetland permit. Even the deino of the existing pool all that stuff is going to require a permit and I, like
you, I would frown upon a direct discharge into the pond. I know they do it now from the pool, it'sjust
the way it's been done, but I yeah I frown upon that myself, but you know it's up to their professionals
to come up with the you know design and everything that's going to work and go through the process, I
think.
Councilor Budrejko; Okay, thank you, but as long as you know, this Commission is aware of it
and keeps an eye on it, and you know requests all the information and studies, they need because,
again, all we need is one, you know, even though it's supposed to be groundwater, I mean if the pool
leaks and chlorine gets into the groundwater and that gets into the pond, the chlorine, I mean it could
really destroy you know the pond, so I hope you guys keep a close eye on it, thank you.
Chairman Sadil: So do we have any timeline when this decision to be made, can you give me a
rough timeline when this subcommittee can make the recommendation and we're talking next year 2022
or how fast things moving.
Councilor Budrejko: Well, actually they had been hoping that the town council would have
signed off and given their blessing on it at the last, two weeks ago, at the town council meeting and
they had hoped to put it on referendum with this November election, because the pool itself was going
to cost $9 million, but again, they did receive some significant pushback and it vvas sent back to the
drawing board. So, I don't believe that the Mill Pond pool building committee has met since then but,
they keep indicating that the pool is on the verge of collapse and whatever so I know they want to get
this done as soon as possible, but again, I don't believe they're going to be able to get all the questions
answered and resolved by November referendum.
Chairman Sadil: It's coming fast approaching there's a lot of questions here, I think that would
be a little hasty.
Commissioner Bachand: If I may Mr. Chairman, John Bachand here.
Chairman Sadil: Thank you.
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Commissioner Bachand: I'm on that building Committee, and you know, I just want to go on
record, because it's not a secret that that was not my first choice of the of the location for the pool, but
that's irrelevant to Gail's concern. But to Gail's concern, technically, they can't even discharge into
the pond and I raised that at the meeting, so I question their engineering idea because you're talking
about a drainage system that's you know 10 or 12 feet below ground and the pond isn't that deep I
don't think it would even allow for it, so they would probably have to go somewhere else, but if they
could go into the pond I don't think would be that great of a risk, because it is groundwater, filtered
groundwater. But I don't even think they can do it, but I will keep an eye on it, and ifyou know all this
stuff there's a lot of things there that yes, like Erik said everything has to come before the Conservation
Commission eventually, So, I will, I've been keeping an eye on it, to begin with, so far nothing as red
flagged me.
Chairman Sadil: Any other questions? Councilor.Budrejko, any other communications you
to
wish address?
Councilor Budrejko: That was the most significant, Thank you.
Chairman Sadil: All right. Moving on to item C, Pond Life Research and Education. Did
Commissioner Paskewich leave you with any notes Mr, Hinckley? I have not heard from him.
C.

Pond Life Research And Education

Chairman Sadil: Did Commissioner Paskewich leave you with any notes Mr. Hinckley? I have
not heard from him.
E. Hinckley; He did not leave me with anything.
Chairman Sadil: Okay, let's proceed on. We'll table that to next month, so with that item 10,
adjournment. May have a motion to adjourn.
IX.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Casasanta made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m. Seconded by
Commissioner Lavariere. Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
^!^.:.£a6^
Susa'h'Gibbon

Recording Secretary
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TOWN OF NEWINGTON
200 Garfield Street Newington, Connecticut 06111

Town Planner
Memorandum
To:

Conservation Commission

From:

Erik S. Hinckley, Asst. Town Planner/Inland Wetland Agent

Date:

September 10, 2021

Re:

203 Costello Road – Wetland Application 2021-20

Staff Report:
The applicant is applying for a wetland permit for construction activities within the regulated area at 203
Costello Road.
The parcel is 1.73 acres of land of which .04 acres are wetlands and 0.62 acres is upland review area
(URA). The applicant is proposing a contractor’s storage yard with a building and parking area on the
site. As proposed 0.25 acres of URA will be disturbed during the construction activities. No wetlands will
be disturbed during construction. Neither the building or pavement will be located within the regulated
area. The only items to be constructed inside the regulated area include; portions of a stormwater quality
basin, a crushed stone storage area, and fencing.
Engineering has reviewed the drainage information for this site. There are only minor comments at this
time and the applicant will be addressing those on his next submittal. As proposed this application will
have a minor impact of the regulated area during construction activities. Once the site work is completed
the onsite stormwater management will be improved from its current state. Staff recommends approval of
this application.
Commission:
In reviewing this application, the commission should consider the criteria for Considerations for Decision
in section 10.2 of the regulations (attached for your review).
10.2 In carrying out the purposes and policies of sections 22a-36 through 22a-45, inclusive, of the
Connecticut General Statutes, including matters relating to regulating, licensing and enforcing of the
provisions thereof, the Agency shall take into consideration all relevant facts and circumstances,
including but not limited to:
a. ......... the environmental impact of the proposed regulated activity on wetlands or watercourses;
b. ......... the applicant’s purpose for, and any feasible and prudent alternatives to, the proposed regulated
activity which alternatives would cause less or no environmental impact to wetlands or watercourses
(such alternatives may include low impact development techniques);
Phone: (860) 665-8575 Fax: (860) 665-8577
townplanner@newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov

c. ......... the relationship between the short term and long term impacts of the proposed regulated activity
on wetlands or watercourses and the maintenance and enhancement of long-term productivity of such
wetlands or watercourses;
d. ......... irreversible and irretrievable loss of wetland or watercourse resources which would be caused by
the proposed regulated activity, including the extent to which such activity would foreclose a future
ability to protect, enhance or restore such resources, and any mitigation measures, including low impact
development techniques, which may be considered as a condition of issuing a permit for such activity
including, but not limited to, measures to (1) prevent or minimize pollution or other environmental
damage, (2) maintain or enhance existing environmental quality, or (3) in the following order of priority:
restore, enhance and create productive wetland or watercourse resources;
e. ......... the character and degree of injury to, or interference with, safety, health or the reasonable use of
property which is caused or threatened by the proposed regulated activity; and
f. .......... impacts of the proposed regulated activity on wetlands or watercourses outside the area for
which the activity is proposed and future activities associated with or reasonably related to, the proposed
regulated activity which are made inevitable by the proposed regulated activity and which may have an
impact on wetlands or watercourses.

PROPERTY OWNER:
APPLICANT/DEVELOPER:

LAND SURVEYING-LAND PLANNING:
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VAN
ACCESSIBLE

HANDICAPPED
PARKING
PERMIT
REQUIRED

VIOLATORS WILL
BE FINED MIN. $150

VAN ACCESSIBLE SIGN
(AS REQUIRED)

VAN
ACCESSIBLE

SILK SCREEN
INTERNATIONAL HC
SYMBOL, WHITE ON
BLUE BACKGROUND

6" CONCRETE BOLLARD

HANDICAPPED
PARKING
PERMIT
REQUIRED

CENTER SIGN ON HC
PARKING SPACE - TYP.

PAVEMENT
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9 GA. SHT. METAL
MOUNTED W/ 2
CHROME ROUND
HEAD SCREWS,
WHITE
BACKGROUND TO 3"
DIA. PAINTED STEEL
PIPING

VIOLATORS WILL
BE FINED MIN. $150

9 GA. SHT. METAL
MOUNTED W/ 3
CHROME ROUND
HEAD SCREWS,
WHITE BACKGROUND
TO 3" DIA. PAINTED
STEEL PIPING
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DUMPSTER PAD

CONCRETE DUMPSTER PAD

SEE PLAN
FOR SPACING

SHREDED PINE BARK
OR ROOT MULCH

SET PLANTING PLUMB
AND TRUE TO LINE
SHOWN ON PLAN.
PRUNE AS REQUIRED
(SEE SPEC.)
FINISHED GRADE OF
SETTLED MULCH

FINISHED GRADE OF
ADJACENT LAWN OR
PAVEMENT

2"
4"

REMOVE ALL BURLAP
AND TIE WIRES

12"
MIN.

8"
MIN

EXISTING SUBGRADE

PREPARED
PLANTING MIX SOIL

SHRUB BED PLANTING
NOT TO SCALE

FRICTION GUARD:
1/2" - 2 PLY RUBBER HOSE
OR WOVEN WEBBING - PLACE AT FIRST
SOLID BRANCHING
12 GAUGE GALV. WIRE
CRAFT PAPER TREE WRAPPING - EXTEND
ABOVE FIRST BRANCHING
2"x2" STAKE 8' LONG 3 PER TREE
TREES OVER 10 FT. HT.
2" MULCH LAYER
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PLANTING SOIL MIXTURE (BY VOLUME):
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1/4 SEASONED MANURE
CUT AND FOLD BACK TOP 1/3 OF BURLAP
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PLANTING SOIL MIXTURE
PLACE ROOT BALL ON UNDISTURBED SOIL
3 X THE SIZE OF
ROOT BALL

EXISTING EARTH

DECIDUOUS TREE PLANTING
NOT TO SCALE
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TOWN OF NEWINGTON
200 Garfield Street Newington, Connecticut 06111

Town Planner
Memorandum
To:

Conservation Commission

From:

Erik S. Hinckley, Asst. Town Planner/Inland Wetland Agent

Date:

September 10, 2021

Re:

Culver Street Properties (35, 67, and 69 Culver St and 258 Deming Street) – Wetland
Application 2021-23

Staff Report:
The applicant is applying for a wetland permit for construction activities within the regulated area at 35,
67, 69 Culver Street, and 258 Deming Street.
Combined these parcels contain approx. 26.25 acres. The onsite wetland areas total 2.48 acres and the
upland review area (URA) totals 8.69 acres. The applicant flagged the wetlands on the property, there was
little deviation from the Town mapping so they will not be seeking a wetland map amendment. The
submitted plans do indicate both the Town wetland and flagged wetland lines for your review (see sheets
5 and 6).
As proposed this application would only disturb 1.06 acres of URA during the construction process. No
wetlands will be disturbed. The majority of the disturbance is for grading only to facilitate construction of
buildings and parking areas near the URA and for the removal of existing buildings and foundations as
needed. The only encroachments into the URA will be; a small portion of building 2, drainage outfalls,
and a portion of an underground detention system. The limits of clearing for this project in most cases is
coincident with the URA line and only minor clearing within the regulated area is required for this
project. Additionally, a number of buildings and foundations that currently exist within the regulated area
will be removed and not replaced.
The applicant also retained the firm of Soil Science and Environmental Services, Inc. (SSES) to review
the site and provide recommendations and opinions. In regards to wildlife on the site the following
statement is made (page 12):
“SSES reviewed the December 2020 CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
(DEEP) Natural Diversity Data Base (NDDB) division map available on-line for the site and
immediate vicinity. The map indicates that no known listed Federal and/or State listed
Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern Species have been documented on or near the
project site”
Their statement in regards to the impacts to the Regulated Area is as follows (page 13):

Phone: (860) 665-8575 Fax: (860) 665-8577
townplanner@newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov

“After inspecting the project site and reviewing the plan sheets, it is our professional opinion
that the proposed activities within the regulated upland review area will not have a significant
adverse impact on the limited functions provided by the wetlands”
The Commission should also review the recommendations for the site from this report as noted on page
13 to discuss with the applicant as needed. These recommendations seem reasonable for the site and they
could be conditions of approval if the Commission feels they are necessary.
Engineering staff is currently reviewing the plans for the drainage components of this project. Once that
review is complete comments will be generated and sent to the applicant for revisions to the plans as
needed and submit revised plans.
The applicant has been attentive to the locations of the regulated areas on the property and the plans
demonstrate minimal disturbance of the regulated areas on the site. As documented the proposed activities
will not have a significant impact to the regulated area and staff recommends approval.
Commission:
In reviewing this application, the commission should consider the criteria for Considerations for Decision
in section 10.2 of the regulations (attached for your review).
10.2 In carrying out the purposes and policies of sections 22a-36 through 22a-45, inclusive, of the
Connecticut General Statutes, including matters relating to regulating, licensing and enforcing of the
provisions thereof, the Agency shall take into consideration all relevant facts and circumstances,
including but not limited to:
a. ......... the environmental impact of the proposed regulated activity on wetlands or watercourses;
b. ......... the applicant’s purpose for, and any feasible and prudent alternatives to, the proposed regulated
activity which alternatives would cause less or no environmental impact to wetlands or watercourses
(such alternatives may include low impact development techniques);
c. ......... the relationship between the short term and long term impacts of the proposed regulated activity
on wetlands or watercourses and the maintenance and enhancement of long-term productivity of such
wetlands or watercourses;
d. ......... irreversible and irretrievable loss of wetland or watercourse resources which would be caused by
the proposed regulated activity, including the extent to which such activity would foreclose a future
ability to protect, enhance or restore such resources, and any mitigation measures, including low impact
development techniques, which may be considered as a condition of issuing a permit for such activity
including, but not limited to, measures to (1) prevent or minimize pollution or other environmental
damage, (2) maintain or enhance existing environmental quality, or (3) in the following order of priority:
restore, enhance and create productive wetland or watercourse resources;
e. ......... the character and degree of injury to, or interference with, safety, health or the reasonable use of
property which is caused or threatened by the proposed regulated activity; and
f. .......... impacts of the proposed regulated activity on wetlands or watercourses outside the area for
which the activity is proposed and future activities associated with or reasonably related to, the proposed
regulated activity which are made inevitable by the proposed regulated activity and which may have an
impact on wetlands or watercourses.

June 23, 2021

ATTN: Alan Bongiovanni
The Bongiovanni Group, Inc.
170 Pane Road – 2nd Floor
Newington, CT 06111

RE:

Wetland Assessment Report
Proposed “Haltner Estates,” Culver Street, Newington, CT

Dear Mr. Bongiovanni:
In accordance with your request, Jennifer Beno, Biologist/Wetland Scientist, with Soil
Science and Environmental Services, Inc. (SSES) inspected the wetlands on the project site
on March 16, April 6, and April 21, 2021. The project site consists of four lots which include
35 Culver Street, 67 Culver Street, and 69 Culver Street, and 258 Deming Street. The
purpose of the inspections was to observe the existing conditions (vegetation and wildlife)
and primary functions associated with the wetlands and watercourses on the project site.
We reviewed the Layout and Grading plan sheets titled ”Culver Street Apartments, 35, 67, &
69 Culver Street & 258 Deming Street, Newington, Connecticut,” dated 6-4-21 that were
prepared by The Bongiovanni Group, Inc. in order to determine potential impacts to
wetlands and upland review areas.
General Site Description
The project site is located between commercial and high-density residential use areas in the
southeastern portion of Newington (Figure 1). The site is bordered by Deming Road and
commercial businesses to the north, by Culvert Street and apartments to the east, by
wooded upland and condominiums to the south, and by commercial development off of
Berlin Turnpike (Route 15/5) to the west. The project site consists of fallow farmland. A
vacant house exists in the northeast corner of the property and several old out-buildings are
present in the north-central portion of the property. The uplands on the property are
dominated by dense scrub-shrub (brushy) growth and some wooded areas. The vegetation
growth within the shrub-scrub dominated areas is very dense and is dominated by tatarian
honeysuckle, raspberry, multiflora rose, olive, staghorn sumac, burning bush, apple trees,
grasses, Queen Ann’s lace, goldenrod, mugwort, burning bush, pokeweed, garlic mustard,
thistle, and bittersweet.
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Newington, CT
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Figure No. 1

Proposed “Haltner Estates,” Culver Street, Newington, CT

The wooded upland areas on the property are narrow and provide dense tree canopy cover
and moderately dense to dense shrub and herbaceous understory growth. The dominant
vegetation observed within the wooded upland areas includes maples, oaks, cotton wood,
black cherry, black birch, sycamore, beech, hemlock, yellow birch, shagbark hickory, locust,
catalpa, tree of heaven, white ash, sassafras, Japanese barberry, tatarian honeysuckle,
olive, multiflora rose, privet, burning bush, and grasses. See Figure 2 for the approximate
locations of the existing conditions observed during the inspections.

Vacant house in northeastern portion of property (3/16/2021).
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Typical old out-buildings in north central portion of property (3/16/2021).

Overgrown farm land and narrow woodland in background (3/16/2021).
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Young woodland in southeastern portion of property (3/16/2021).

Woodland in southern portion of property (3/16/2021).
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Figure 2 – Existing Conditions (base map from Newington GIS website)
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Regulated Wetland and Watercourse Description
In January 2021, Scott Stevens, Registered Professional Soil Scientist with SSES,
delineated three wetlands on the proposed project site (Figure 2). One wetland is located
across the northern portion of the property. The second wetland is located across the
southern portion of the property. And the third wetland is located in the southwest-central
portion of the property near Lowe’s. See Wetland Delineation Report (under separate
cover) for soils information.
Northern Wetland
A narrow wetland and watercourse corridor, including a small pond, exists across the
northern portion of the property and is dominated by an open water pond and a complex of
densely vegetated palustrine scrub-shrub and palustrine forested wetland communities.
The wetland corridor is bordered by fallow farmland to the north and south, by the vacant
house to the northeast, by Culver Street to the east, and by a culvert, fill and the paved
driveway on the Lowe’s property to the west.
A pond is present within the eastern portion of the wetland corridor near Culver Street and
the vacant house. The depth of water is unknown. Water flows westerly out of the old pond
through a narrow (approximately 10-feet wide) watercourse channel into a culvert under the
Lowe’s driveway and into a pond located on the Lowe’s property. Some bank undercutting
was observed along the watercourse channel on the project site. A narrow wooded wetland
community exists along the watercourse channel and is dominated by red maple, elm, pin
oak, black willow, multiflora rose, silky dogwood, willow, sensitive fern, soft rush, sedges,
grape, and bittersweet.
Two small lobes extend to the north and away from the wooded wetland and watercourse
channel. Water was observed seeping out of the ground within these lobe areas during the
inspections. Dense shrub and herbaceous growth was observed within the small lobes and
is dominated by multiflora rose, raspberry, silky dogwood, willow, mugwort, sensitive fern,
purple loosestrife, garlic mustard and field garlic.
The primary functions associated with the Northern Wetland include groundwater discharge,
sediment and nutrient retention and removal, shoreline stabilization, and wildlife habitat.
Some finfish habitat may be present within the pond. The functions provided by this narrow
wetland and watercourse corridor are limited due to the small size of the wetland, its narrow
shape, and its proximity to former and on-going activities and disturbances in the adjacent
uplands. A Highway Methodology form with supporting documentation (vegetation and
wildlife lists) was completed for this wetland area and is included at the end of this report.
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Pond in northeastern portion of property adjacent to vacant house and Culver Street (3/16/2021).

Lobe

Narrow wetland and watercourse corridor in northern portion of property. Note car on Deming Street in upper
left corner of picture (3/16/2021).
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Southern Wetland
A narrow wetland and watercourse corridor exists in the southern portion of the property and
is dominated by a palustrine forested wetland community. The wetland and watercourse
corridor is bordered by steeply sloping wooded upland to the north, by Culver Street to the
east, by steeply sloping wooded upland and condominiums to the south, and by commercial
development to the west. Water flows into the wetland and watercourse corridor from two
culvert pipes located under Culver Street. Water flows westerly through the site within an
approximately 10- to 20-foot-wide watercourse channel. Bank erosion was observed along
the channel. It appears that rip rap was placed on the banks of the watercourse near Culver
Street in order to provide stabilization. However, most of it had fallen into the watercourse
channel. Miscellaneous garbage and debris, including a blue tarp, plastic bottles, and a
string of decorative lights, were observed in the watercourse channel near Culver Street.
The wooded wetland and watercourse community is narrow and is dominate by red maple,
elm, yellow birch, spicebush, multiflora rose, garlic mustard, skink cabbage, sedges, and
manna grass.

Culvert pipes at east end of southern wetland corridor. Culver Street at top of picture (3/16/2021).
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Eroded stream bank - eastern portion of southern wetland corridor near Culver Street (3/16/2021).

The primary functions associated with the Southern Wetland include groundwater discharge,
sediment and nutrient retention and removal, shoreline stabilization and wildlife habitat. The
functions associated with this wetland and watercourse are limited due to its small size and
narrow shape. A Highway Methodology form with supporting documentation (vegetation and
wildlife lists) was completed for this wetland area and is included at the end of this report.
Southwest-central Wetland
A small, isolated wetland was delineated along the southwest-central property boundary with
Lowe’s. This wetland area is bordered by steeply sloping wooded upland to the north, east,
and south, and by Lowe’s to the west. An old farm dump (including metal products, glass
items, wire fence, and other miscellaneous debris) is located on the steep slope to the north,
and northeast of the wetland. According to Alan Bongiovanni, material was previously
excavated from this area some time during the development of adjacent properties. Rainfall
and surface water runoff from the adjacent uplands contribute to this wetland. Over time,
palustrine scrub-shrub and palustrine emergent (shallow marsh) wetland communities have
developed within the central portion of the wetland area. A narrow palustrine forested
wetland community has developed along the perimeter of the scrub-shrub and shallow marsh
communities. During the March 16, 2021 inspection I observed standing water (of unknown
depth) and ice cover.
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Proposed “Haltner Estates,” Culver Street, Newington, CT

The dominant vegetation observed within the wetland includes buttonbush, silky dogwood,
spicebush, willow, false nettle, sedges, willowherb, and red maple.
During subsequent inspections of this wetland area on April 6 and 21, 2021, I observed
between 4 and 12” on standing water within the central portion of the wetland. Approximately
20 wood frog egg masses were observed within approximately 6-inches of standing water
during the April 6th inspection and several tadpoles were observed within the wetland during
the April 21, 2021 inspection. The presence of the egg masses and tadpoles indicate that
the wetland area provides some vernal pool, or amphibian breeding, habitat. However, since
not many egg masses or tadpoles were observed within the wetland during the April
inspections it is our professional opinion that the quality of the habitat for breeding
amphibians is limited. The habitat is limited due to the significant disturbances, farm dump
and Lowe’s development, within the adjacent uplands.
The primary functions associated with the Southwest-central Wetland include groundwater
discharge, sediment and nutrient retention and removal, water detention, and wildlife habitat.
The functions provided by this wetland area are limited due to its isolation from other wetland
and watercourse systems, its small size, and its location near disturbed upland areas. A
Highway Methodology form with supporting documentation (vegetation and wildlife lists) was
completed for this wetland area and is included at the end of this report.

Southwest-central wetland. Note miscellaneous debris within wetland along edge of water/ice (3/16/2021).
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Wildlife
Wildlife observed utilizing the project site during the March and April 2021 inspections
include deer (tracks and scat), red winged blackbird, northern cardinal, blue jay, downy
woodpecker, chickadee, grackle, phoebe, goldfinch, Carolina wren, robin, mourning dove,
wood frog (egg masses and tadpoles), water striders, caddisfly (larvae), and mosquitoes
(larvae). These species are common in CT. In addition to the site inspection, SSES
reviewed the December 2020 CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
(DEEP) Natural Diversity Data Base (NDDB) division map available on-line for the site and
immediate vicinity. The map indicates that no known listed Federal and/or State listed
Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern Species have been documented on or near
the project site. See included map – Appendix II.
Impacts to Regulated Wetlands and Watercourses
We reviewed the Layout and Grading plan sheets titled ”Culver Street Apartments, 35, 67, &
69 Culver Street & 258 Deming Street, Newington, Connecticut,” dated 6-4-21 that were
prepared by The Bongiovanni Group, Inc. in order to determine potential impacts to
wetlands and upland review areas.
According to the plan sheets, there will be no direct impacts to wetlands caused by the
development of the proposed project.
According to the plan sheets there will be impacts to the upland review areas. According to
The Bongiovanni Group, Inc., there will be approximately 0.5134 acre of disturbance to the
upland review area caused by clearing, grading, and activities associated with the
construction of four of the proposed apartment buildings as well as some paved
driveway/parking areas. According to Bongiovanni Group, Inc. this is + 6% of the
approximately 8.4461 acres of upland review area on the project site. The closest edge of
clearing will be approximately 50-feet from the Southern Wetland. The minor activities
within the upland review area will result in the removal of existing vegetation.
A potential impact that could result from the upland review area clearing includes accidental
human intrusion into the wetlands. However, in most areas of the site, the remaining upland
vegetation is very dense and is not easily traversed. There also is the potential for minimal
increased sunlight into the Southern Wetland. However, this impact is anticipated to be
relatively minor since the narrow wetland is located at the bottom of a steep wooded slope
which provides shade.
To reduce the potential for these impacts, SSES recommends that native, non-invasive
trees and shrubs be installed along the edge of clearing closest to the wetlands. The
plantings will supplement the existing vegetation and will provide a natural screen protecting
the wetland areas and will provide wildlife habitat.
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After inspecting the project site and reviewing the plan sheets, it is our professional opinion
that the proposed activities within the regulated upland review area will not have a
significant adverse impact on the limited functions provided by the wetlands as long as the
project is developed in accordance with the reviewed plans and the stormwater treatment
and erosion and sedimentation control measures approved by the Town of Newington are
properly installed and maintained.
Recommendations
SSES recommends that native, non-invasive shrub and/or tree plantings be installed where
possible within the upland review area along the edge of disturbance where clearing is
closest to the wetlands. The plantings would provide wildlife habitat and a natural screen.
SSES recommends that all erosion and sedimentation control measures approved by the
Town be installed and maintained properly throughout the duration of the project.
SSES recommends that invasive species be removed from the upland review area planting
sites for a period of five years. Invasive species were observed on the property and likely
will begin to colonize and out-compete the planted native trees and shrubs if the planting
areas are not maintained. An agent for the applicant/property owner should conduct
inspections during the early and late growing season and any observed invasive species
should be removed from the planting areas and disposed of properly. Maintenance, such as
cutting back volunteer species from around any planted shrubs and trees, may be
necessary until the planted vegetation can compete with the volunteer species and are not
over-topped and shaded.
Finally, SSES recommends that an inspection of the planting areas be conducted by a
biologist immediately following plant installation to document the placement and vigor of the
tree and shrub plantings. Additional inspections of the planting areas should be conducted
during the growing season for five subsequent years to ascertain survival rates, soil
stabilization, and invasive species maintenance. Copies of the reports documenting the
findings from the inspections should be provided to the Town of Newington Inland Wetlands
Commission. If the mortality rate of the plantings is greater than 15%, the plantings should
be replaced.
Respectfully submitted,
SOIL SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

Jennifer L. Beno
Biologist/Wetland Scientist
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Appendix I: Highway Methodology Data Forms and Supporting Documents1

1

US Army Corps of Engineers New England. The Highway Methodology Workbook Supplement, Wetland Functions
and Values: A Descriptive Approach. Brochure NAEEP-360-1-30a. September 1999.
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Table: WETLAND FUNCTION-VALUE EVALUATION FORM
Northern Wetland Area – Proposed Haltner Estates, Culver Street
Wetland I.D.
Newington, CT
Total area of wetland
Adjacent land use:

Human made? Partially

Is wetland part of a wildlife corridor? Yes

Or a “habitat island? No

Distance to nearest roadway or development

fill; road; old farmland

Dominant wetland systems present Open Water/ PFO1E/PSS1E
Is the wetland a separate hydraulic system?

No

How many tributaries contribute to the wetland? 1

0’ (fill/road)

Contiguous undeveloped buffer zone present

No

If not, where does the wetland lie in the drainage basin? Upper
Wildlife & vegetation diversity/abundance (see attached)

Lat. +41.66153°N Long. +72.71848°W
Prepared by JLB Date 3/16/2021
Wetland Impact:
Type:
none
Area: 0
Evaluation based on:
Office Y
Field Y
Corps manual wetland delineation
Completed? Y
N X

Occurrence Rationale
Function/Value
Y
N (Reference #)*
Groundwater Recharge/Discharge X
7,11,13,15
Floodflow Alteration
Fish and Shellfish Habitat
Sediment/Toxicant Retention
Nutrient Removal
Production Export
Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization
Wildlife Habitat
Recreation
Educational Scientific Value
Uniqueness/Heritage
Visual Quality/Aesthetics
ES Endangered Species Habitat

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Principal
Function(s)/Value(s)
Comments
X Water quality designated as Class GA within the area of the project site. Seeps
observed.
2,4,5,9,10,13,18
Limited. Although associated with watercourse, wetland is very narrow.
4,7,8,14,17
No finfish observed. Perennial watercourse is narrow and shallow.
1,2,4,8,9,10
X Limited. Wetland is very narrow. Minimal opportunity for sediments to settle out.
3,4,7, 8,9,10
X Limited. Wetland is very narrow.
1,2,4,5,7,8,10,14
Nutrients are exported via the perennial watercourse.
1,2,4,6,8,9,13
X Very narrow wetland provides shoreline stabilization.
2,6,7,8,11,13,15,16,17 X Wetland dominated by open water and wooded swamp and shrub swamp communities
with areas of dense, diverse vegetation.
none
Private property.
none
Private property.
1,2,5,7,17,18,21,22,23
Wetland is located in is a developed area.
9,11
none

Pond and watercourse contrast with adjacent development and overgrown farmland.
None observed. *CT DEEP Natural Diversity Data Base map indicates no known
listed species on/near the project area. See map dated December 2020. Appendix II.

Other
* REFER TO BACK UP LIST OF CONSIDERATIONS (FOLLOWING)
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Table: WETLAND FUNCTION-VALUE EVALUATION FORM
Southern Wetland Area – Proposed Haltner Estates, Culver Street
Wetland I.D.
Newington, CT
Total area of wetland
Adjacent land use:

Human made?

PFO1E

Is the wetland a separate hydraulic system?

No

How many tributaries contribute to the wetland? 1

Occurrence
Function/Value
Y
N
Groundwater Recharge/Discharge X
Floodflow Alteration
X
Fish and Shellfish Habitat
X
Sediment/Toxicant Retention
X
Nutrient Removal
X
Production Export
X
Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization
X
Wildlife Habitat
Recreation
Educational Scientific Value
Uniqueness/Heritage

X

Visual Quality/Aesthetics
ES Endangered Species Habitat

X

Is wetland part of a wildlife corridor? Yes

Distance to nearest roadway or development

fill; road; wooded upland

Dominant wetland systems present

No

X
X
X

X

0’ (fill/road)

Contiguous undeveloped buffer zone present

No

If not, where does the wetland lie in the drainage basin?

Upper

Wildlife & vegetation diversity/abundance (see attached)

Lat. +41.65855°N Long. +72.71733°W
Prepared by JLB Date 3/16/2021
Wetland Impact:
Type:
none
Area: 0
Evaluation based on:
Office Y
Field Y
Corps manual wetland delineation
Completed? Y
N X

Rationale
(Reference #)*
7,11,15
2,4,5,9,10,13
4,7,8,14,17
1,2,4,8,10
3,4,5,7, 10
1,2,4,5,8,10,14
1,2,4,6,8,9,14

Principal
Function(s)/Value(s)
Comments
X Water quality designated as Class GA within the area of the project site.
Limited. Although associated with watercourse, wetland is very narrow.
No finfish observed. Perennial watercourse is narrow and shallow.
X Limited. Wetland is very narrow. Minimal opportunity for sediments to settle out.
X Limited. Wetland is very narrow.
Nutrients are exported via the perennial watercourse.
X Very narrow wetland provides shoreline stabilization. Bank erosion was observed in the
Eastern portion of this wetland.
2,6,7,8,11,15,16,17
X Wetland dominated by wooded swamp.
none
Private property.
none
Private property.
1,2,5,14,17,18,22
Wetland is located in is a developed area.
9,11,12
none

Watercourse contrasts with adjacent woodland.
None observed. *CT DEEP Natural Diversity Data Base map indicates no known
listed species on/near the project area. See map dated December 2020. Appendix II.

Other
* REFER TO BACK UP LIST OF CONSIDERATIONS (FOLLOWING)
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Table: WETLAND FUNCTION-VALUE EVALUATION FORM
Southwest-Central Wetland Area – Proposed Haltner Estates, Culver Street
Wetland I.D.
Newington, CT
Total area of wetland
Adjacent land use:

Human made?

Yes

Is wetland part of a wildlife corridor? No

Distance to nearest roadway or development

wooded upland; commercial

Dominant wetland systems present PEM2E/ PSS1E/PFO1E
Is the wetland a separate hydraulic system?

Or a “habitat island? Yes

Yes

How many tributaries contribute to the wetland? 0

Occurrence
Function/Value
Y
N
Groundwater Recharge/Discharge X
Floodflow Alteration
X

40’ (paved parking)

Contiguous undeveloped buffer zone present

If not, where does the wetland lie in the drainage basin?
Wildlife & vegetation diversity/abundance (see attached)

No

Lat. +41.65944°N Long. +72.71889°W
Prepared by JLB Date 3/16/2021
Wetland Impact:
Type:
none
Area: 0
Evaluation based on:
Office Y
Field Y
Corps manual wetland delineation
Completed? Y
N X

Recreation
Educational Scientific Value
Uniqueness/Heritage

X

Principal
Function(s)/Value(s)
Comments
X Water quality designated as Class GA within the area of the project site.
No watercourse. Located in old excavation. Detains surface water runoff from adjacent
uplands.
none
Shallow water. No perennial watercourse or waterbody.
4,5,8,9
X Limited. No significant sources in small watershed.
3,5,7, 8,9,10,11
X Limited. No significant sources in small watershed. Dense vegetation.
none
Not associated with a perennial watercourse. Nutrients are attenuated by the wetland.
none
Not associated with a perennial watercourse.
2,7,8,13,14,15,16,17,19, X Wetland dominated by shallow marsh, shrub swamp and wooded swamp communities
20
with dense, diverse vegetation.
none
Private property.
none
Private property.
1,2,4,5,12,13,17,18
Wetland is located in is a developed area.

Visual Quality/Aesthetics

X

1,2,3,6,9,11,12

Fish and Shellfish Habitat
Sediment/Toxicant Retention
Nutrient Removal
Production Export
Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization
Wildlife Habitat

ES Endangered Species Habitat

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

Rationale
(Reference #)*
11,15
2,4,5,7,9,18

none

Wetland is situated in an old excavation and contrasts with the surrounding steeply
sloping wooded upland.
None observed. *CT DEEP Natural Diversity Data Base map indicates no known
listed species on/near the project area. See map dated December 2020. Appendix II.

Other
* REFER TO BACK UP LIST OF CONSIDERATIONS (FOLLOWING)
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Dominant Wetland Vegetation Inventory
(March 16, April 6, and April 21, 2021)
Proposed “Haltner Estates,” Culver Street, Newington, CT
Scientific Name

Common Name

Indicator
Status

Wetland
Community*

Trees
Acer platanoides -I**
Acer rubrum
Acer saccharum
Betula alleghaniensis
Betula lenta
Fraxinus americana
Quercus palustris
Salix nigra
Sassafras albidum
Ulmus rubra

Norway maple
red maple
sugar maple
yellow birch
black birch
white ash
pin oak
black willow
sassafras
elm

UPL
FAC
FACU
FAC
FACU
FACU
FACW
OBL
FACU
FAC

N
N, S, SWC
N, S
S
S
SWC
N
N
SWC
N, S

Saplings/Shrubs
Berberis thunbergii -I
Cephalanthus occidentalis
Cornus amomum
Euonymus alatus -I
Lindera benzoin
Rosa multiflora -I
Rubus sp.
Salix sp.

Japanese barberry
buttonbush
silky dogwood
burning bush
spicebush
multiflora rose
raspberry
willow

FACU
OBL
FACW
FACU
FACW
FACU
FACU
FACW

S
SWC
N, SWC
S
S, SWC
N, S
N, SWC
N, SWC

Herbaceous
Alliaria petiolate -I
Allium vineale
Artemisia vulgaris -I
Boehmeria cylindrical
Carex sp.
Epilobium sp
Glyceria striata
Juncus effusus
Lythrum salicaria -I
Onoclea sensibilis
Polystichum acrostichoides
Symplocarpus foetidus

garlic mustard
wild garlic
mugwort
false nettle
sedges
willowherb
manna grass
soft rush
purple loosestrife
sensitive fern
Christmas fern
skunk cabbage

FACU
FACU
UPL
OBL
FACW/OBL
OBL
OBL
OBL
FACW
FACW
FACU
OBL

N, S, SWC
N
N
SWC
N, S, SWC
SWC
S
N
N
N
SWC
S

Lianas
Celastrus orbiculatus -I
Vitis sp.

oriental bittersweet
grape

UPL
---------

N, SWC
N, SWC

* N – Northern Wetland; S – Southern Wetland; SWC – Southwest-central Wetland
** considered to be an invasive species in CT
Indicator Status: From the “NWPL-National Wetland Plant List, Northcentral and Northeast 2016 Regional Wetland Plant List”
published by the US Army Corps of Engineers.
OBL: obligate wetland; almost always occur in wetland / FACW: facultative wetland; usually occur in wetland, but may occur in
non-wetland / FAC: occur in wetland and non-wetland / FACU: usually occur in non-wetland, but may occur in wetland /
UPL : almost never occur in wetland
Inventory includes the dominant species that were identified within the wetlands on the project site during the inspections.
This list is not all-inclusive
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Dominant Wildlife Inventory (March 16, April 6, and April 21, 2021)
Proposed “Haltner Estates,” Culver Street, Newington, CT
Agelaius phoeniceus
Aquarius remiges
Cardinalis cardinalis
Cyanocitta cristata
Odocoileus virginianus
Lithobates sylvaticus
Picoides pubescens
Poecile atricapillus
Quiscalus quiscula
Sayornis phoebe
Spinus tristis
Thryothorus ludovicianus
Trichoptera sp.
Turdus migratorius
Zenaida macroura

red-winged blackbird
common water strider
northern cardinal
blue jay
white-tailed deer (tracks and scat)
wood frog
downy woodpecker
black capped chickadee
common grackle
eastern phoebe
American goldfinch
Carolina wren
caddisfly
American robin
mourning dove
mosquitoes

Inventory includes those species that were observed during the March and April 2021 inspections
and is not a comprehensive list.
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Appendix II: Natural Diversity Data Base
December 2020 Map
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Portion of State of CT DEEP Natural Diversity Data Base Map, Newington, CT
Dated December 2020
Map indicates no known populations of Endangered, Threatened or Special Concern Species or significant
natural communities on or adjacent to the project area.

Project Area
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