TOWN OF NEWINGTON
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
June 13, 2019 - 6:30 P.M.
Town Hall - Rm L101
AGENDA

I. ROLL CALL
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
III. PUBLIC COMMENTS
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Documents:
OSC MINUTES 14MAR2019.PDF
V. NEW BUSINESS
A. Plan Of Conservation And Development – Glenn Chalder, AICP
Documents:
TP MEMO RE POCD 13JUN2019.PDF
B. Trees At Indian Hill Country Club
Documents:
TP MEMO RE INDIAN HILL CC 13JUN2019.PDF
AERIAL PHOT INDIAN HILL CC.PDF
EMAIL FROM EHINCKLEY 22MAR2019.PDF
C. Old Highway On Cedar Mountain
Documents:
TP MEMO RE OLD HIGHWAY 13JUN2019.PDF
AERIAL PHOTO OLD HIGHWAY.PDF
EMAIL FROM KMCLARK 08MAY2019.PDF
D. Urban Forestry Survey
Documents:
TP MEMO RE URBAN FORESTRY 13JUN2019.PDF
EMAIL FROM GFUERSTENBERG RE URBAN FORESTRY 11MAY2019.PDF
VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS
VII. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS
VIII. ADJOURN

EMAIL FROM GFUERSTENBERG RE URBAN FORESTRY 11MAY2019.PDF
VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS
VII. COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS
VIII. ADJOURN

TOWN OF NEWINGTON
131 Cedar Street Newington, Connecticut 06111

Town Planner

To:

Open Space Committee

From:

Town Planner Craig Minor, AICP

Date:

June 7, 2019

Subject:
Plan of Conservation and Development Update
______________________________________________________________________________
Glenn Chalder, AICP of Planimetrics will come to the Open Space Committee meeting on June
13, 2019 to get the Open Space Committee’s input for the new POCD.
Committee members will be able to participate individually in future workshop meetings that
will be open to the general public, but this will be your best opportunity to have input into the
new POCD as the Open Space Committee.

cc:
file

Phone: (860) 665-8575 Fax: (860) 665-8577
townplanner @newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov

TOWN OF NEWINGTON
131 Cedar Street Newington, Connecticut 06111

Town Planner

To:

Open Space Committee

From:

Town Planner Craig Minor, AICP

Date:

June 7, 2019

Subject:
Trees at Indian Hill Country Club
______________________________________________________________________________
Conservation Commission Chairman Jeffrey Zelek is concerned about the removal of trees at the
Indian Hill Country Club earlier this year. See attached email from Mr. Zelek via Erik Hinckley
of the Engineering Department. The Town of Newington owns the property at Indian Hill
Country Club and leases it to the club management.
We can discuss this at the meeting.

cc:
file

Phone: (860) 665-8575 Fax: (860) 665-8577
townplanner @newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov

Map Legend
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This map is for planning purposes only. Verification of its accuracy,
currency and completeness is the responsibility of the reader's own
independent research. Neither the Town of Newington nor any of its
consultants shall be held liable for any loss, damages or claims made
solely as a result of anyone referring to this map.
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6/7/2019 9:23:29 AM

Minor, Craig
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Minor, Craig
Friday, June 07, 2019 9:07 AM
Minor, Craig
Tree at Indian Hill

From: Hinckley, Erik
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2019 9:56 AM
To: Minor, Craig <CMinor@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Subject: FW: FW: Tree at Indian Hill
Craig,
Would mind sharing this with your Open Space committee? They may or may not have an interest.
Below is a letter from the groundskeeper at Indian Hill CC that discusses on site trees and their
maintenance. The CC chairman also responded as well to inquire about preservation of mature trees,
which I sent to the groundskeeper. Thanks.
-ErikFrom: JEFFREY ZELEK [mailto:jzelek@cox.net]
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 4:49 PM
To: Hinckley, Erik <EHinckley@NewingtonCT.Gov>; Alan Paskewich <alan.paskewich@sbcglobal.net>; Andreas Sadil
<andreas.sadil@frontier.com>; John Bachand <jbachand1@cox.net>; John Casasanta <jacasasanta@hotmail.com>;
Kathleen-Marie Clark <somepoodles@gmail.com>; Peter Manke <plmanke@att.net>; Philip Block <philipblock@snet.net>;
Susan Gibbon <sgibbon@goodwin.com>
Subject: Re: FW: Tree at Indian Hill

Hi Erik,
On behalf of the commission please thank Mr. Weston for his quick and detailed response to the ad hoc commission
inquiry that was made at the request of the public. Please ask Mr. Weston if the club is aware of what some
consider historically significant trees on the property and if they are given any special consideration. Also ask if
there are any invasive species measures. I agree this property is not under the jurisdiction of the Commission but as
the towns Conservation Commission we can make such inquiries and encourage preservation and protection of our
natural resources. Thank You, Jeff
On March 20, 2019 at 10:00 AM "Hinckley, Erik" <EHinckley@NewingtonCT.Gov> wrote:
See the email from the groundskeeper at Indian Hill. It appears the tress are being
removed due to disease and safety concerns.
-ErikFrom: Marc Weston [mailto:marceweston@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 9:54 AM
To: Hinckley, Erik <EHinckley@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Subject: Tree at Indian Hill
Tree removal around greens and tees has been a methodical process for the past 15 years. We have done so
with the goal of improving turf health and playability under the advisement of the United States Golf
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Association and continuing education with the Golf Course Superintendent Association of America. Removing
trees and underbrush has added sunlight and air movement, which is necessary to provide a healthy playing
surface.
Also, by removing certain trees, we have been able to significantly reduce the amount of pesticides used at
Indian Hill. We have reduced our chemical budget by 22% yearly, over the past 15 years. Not only has this
been great financial savings for the club, but it is also the right thing to do environmentally when caring for the
138-acre property.
On Monday January 23, 2017, I did a tree assessment at Indian Hill. I counted 337 Scots Pines (conifers) and
28 White Pines on the property. These trees were not originally planted at Indian Hill and were never meant to
be a part of the original design of the course. These pines have been able to grow between fairways and in
wooded areas due to maintenance neglect from the past.
Of the 337 Scots Pines remaining, 50 are already dead because of Diplodia Blight (a fungal disease) and
need to be removed. The faster these pines are removed, the slower the disease will spread to the rest of the
pines. We have never been able to keep up with the removal of these pines because all tree work is done inhouse due to the expense of tree removal.
Concerning our various hardwood trees, I have found 27 in need of removal because of safety concerns due
to rotting from insects, poor drainage, storm damage, or other environmental factors.
At this point, there is no tree replacement program in place. As the Scots Pines are removed there are
specimen trees within the pines that become the focal point of the hole. Trees should be added in the future
on an as-needed basis, not based on the opinion of “what should be there.” I would recommend tree
replacement to be based on recommendations from the United States Golf Association or a Certified Golf
Course Architect. Trees should never be added to a golf course simply based on the opinion of a member or
other individuals, without knowing the potential negative effects on playability or the future environmental
impact it would have on greens and tees.
Here is the recommendation from Adam Moeller of the United States Golf Association on his June 23, 2010
visit to Indian Hill:
The topography on the golf course needs to be highlighted much more in the future! Trees certainly add
interest, strategy, and have a positive environmental impact to golf courses. However, classic old golf courses
were not built with trees in mind. Course officials need to realize that the design and topography of the course
is excellent and the majority of the trees, primarily poor-quality conifers, are negatively impacting the golf
course and detract from its character, as well as blocking desirable specimen trees. Aggressive tree removals
over the next 5-10 years are strongly recommended, with the focus being to restore the golf course to its
original design, improve growing environments, and highlight specimen trees.
Thank you for your continued partnership. Please feel free to call me if you have any questions or concerns.
Respectfully,
Marc Weston, CGCS

****************************** ******************************
****************************** *
The information contained in this electronic message may be confidential and/or privileged. If you
received this in error, please inform the sender and remove any record of this message. Please note
that messages to or from the Town of Newington may be subject to Freedom of Information statutes
and regulations.
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*******************************************************************************************
The information contained in this electronic message may be confidential and/or privileged. If you received this in
error, please inform the sender and remove any record of this message. Please note that messages to or from the
Town of Newington may be subject to Freedom of Information statutes and regulations.
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TOWN OF NEWINGTON
131 Cedar Street Newington, Connecticut 06111

Town Planner

To:

Open Space Committee

From:

Town Planner Craig Minor, AICP

Date:

June 7, 2019

Subject:
Old Highway on Cedar Mountain
______________________________________________________________________________
Last month it was brought to the Town’s attention that the Connecticut Humane Society on
Russell Road has apparently claimed Old Highway (the east-west path on Cedar Mountain that
runs from Russell Road to Mountain Road). See attached email from a citizen.
I told that citizen that I would bring this issue to the attention of the Open Space Committee at
the next meeting.

cc:
file

Phone: (860) 665-8575 Fax: (860) 665-8577
townplanner @newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov
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currency and completeness is the responsibility of the reader's own
independent research. Neither the Town of Newington nor any of its
consultants shall be held liable for any loss, damages or claims made
solely as a result of anyone referring to this map.
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Minor, Craig
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kathleen-Marie Clark <somepoodles@gmail.com>
Wednesday, May 08, 2019 6:09 PM
Minor, Craig
Fuerstenberg, Gary; DeMaio, William
Re: Cedar Mountain trail

Thanks, Craig. So far it has been don’t ask, have not been confronted before. I’m glad to have “right of way” vs “town
property”clarified. In general, who DOES maintain a right of way- I would guess the property owner, but would like to hear
from a land use attorney. Signs proclaiming Humane Society Nature trail are in this right of way , as well as on what I thought
to be town property/ Ancient Highway.
Should we provide the open space committee with any information prior to their meeting?
We would especially like to know if we can continue to park in the single space we have been using for years.
For us senior citizens, this access is much easier than down below, by the water tower.
Sent from my iPad
On May 8, 2019, at 11:14 AM, Minor, Craig <CMinor@newingtonct.gov> wrote:

Kathleen:
I think this is exactly the type of “gray area” issue that the Open Space Committee
likes to tackle. They only meet quarterly, and their next meeting is in June. I will tell
the Chairman that this should be on their agenda, and I’ll let you know what she
says.
BTW this is not the first time a citizen has raised this issue. John Bachand and I talked
about it a number of years ago.
Craig Minor, AICP
Town Planner
From: Kathleen-Marie Clark [mailto:somepoodles@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2019 12:48 PM
To: Fuerstenberg, Gary <gfuerstenberg@newingtonct.gov>
Cc: Minor, Craig <CMinor@NewingtonCT.Gov>; DeMaio, William <WDeMaio@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Subject: Re: Cedar Mountain trail
Does the Open Space Committee have a budget?
Sent from my iPad
On May 7, 2019, at 9:44 AM, Fuerstenberg, Gary <gfuerstenberg@newingtonct.gov> wrote:
Hi Kathleen.
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The corridor probably falls under the open space committee (and the Town Planner).
Gary J. Fuerstenberg, P.E.
Town Engineer
Town of Newington
131 Cedar Street
Newington CT 06111
Office: 860-665-8572
Mobile: 860-608-3493
From: Kathleen-Marie Clark [mailto:somepoodles@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2019 9:22 AM
To: Fuerstenberg, Gary <gfuerstenberg@newingtonct.gov>
Subject: Re: Cedar Mountain trail
Thank you for the clarification. Is the town of Newington empowered with keeping the right
of way accessible to foot traffic?
Thanks
Kathleen-Marie Clark
Secretary
Conservation Commission
Sent from my iPad
On May 7, 2019, at 9:19 AM, Kathleen-Marie Clark <somepoodles@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Jeff, this probably fits into the don’t ask, don’t tell category. Wanted to
put you in the loop.
KMC
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Fuerstenberg, Gary"
<gfuerstenberg@newingtonct.gov>
Date: May 6, 2019 at 3:57:49 PM EDT
To: "DeMaio, William" <WDeMaio@NewingtonCT.Gov>,
Anita Shaffer <afshaffer200@cox.net>
Cc: Kathleen Clark <somepoodles@gmail.com>, "House,
Emmett" <ehouse@newingtonct.gov>, "Clark, Stephen"
<SClark@NewingtonCT.Gov>, "Don Woods"
<dfwslco1@aol.com>
Subject: RE: Cedar Mountain trail
All.
The Town of Newington owns no property which abuts
Russell Road. The following property owners abut Russell
Road (north to south):
• State of Connecticut
• Balf Company
2

•
•

Connecticut Humane Society
HDC One LLC

There is a 66-foot-wide public right-of-way that connects
Russell Road (between Balf property and Humane Society
property at Russell Road) and Mountain Road. The corridor
is unimproved (for vehicle access), except the western 400
feet which is paved (and gated) for access to MDC facilities.
Newington owns about 15 acres north of Cedar Street and
east of Mountain Road (of the ~200-acre mountain):
• ~10 acres south of the public right-of-way
• ~5 acres north of the public right-of-way
Gary J. Fuerstenberg, P.E.
Town Engineer
Town of Newington
131 Cedar Street
Newington CT 06111
Office: 860-665-8572
Mobile: 860-608-3493
-----Original Message----From: DeMaio, William
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2019 2:09 PM
To: Anita Shaffer <afshaffer200@cox.net>
Cc: Kathleen Clark <somepoodles@gmail.com>; House,
Emmett <ehouse@newingtonct.gov>; Clark, Stephen
<SClark@NewingtonCT.Gov>; Fuerstenberg, Gary
<gfuerstenberg@newingtonct.gov>; Don Woods
<dfwslco1@aol.com>
Subject: RE: Cedar Mountain trail
Hello Anita:
Thanks for your email. Your request is complicated. It
involves several departments. We have never been
officially told that we are responsible for the property. In
fact, I once was told that the open space committee is in
charge of it. I am not sure that is true. Surveys come out of
the engineering department and enforcement lies with the
police department. I will copy in the others and see if we
can talk about it amongst eachother.
Sorry this happened to you . I am happy that you brought it
to our attention. I will try to investigate and see who
actually is in charge of the property. I do know that there
has been some new state legislation that will deem the
town owners of a parcel of it. Details should follow soon..
With much kindness,
3

William A. DeMaio, CPRP
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation
Town of Newington
131 Cedar Street
Newington, CT 06111
Phone: (860) 665-8669
Fax: (860) 665-8739
www.newingtonct.gov/parksandrec
Like us on Facebook!
Newington Parks and Recreation
Building a Strong Community

-----Original Message----From: Anita Shaffer [mailto:afshaffer200@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2019 1:47 PM
To: DeMaio, William <WDeMaio@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Cc: Kathleen Clark <somepoodles@gmail.com>
Subject: Cedar Mountain trail
Hi Bill. Kathy Clark and I, along with another friend, were
birding this morning at Cedar Mountain in conjunction with
the Hartford Audubon Society annual spring census. We
pulled into an area that we have used as a 2 car parking
area along Russell Road along the town right of way at the
beginning of the trail. We no sooner got out of our car
when a staff member from Ct Humane Society came
scurrying over to basically tell us we could not park
there. We tried to explain that it was town property but
she said she was not aware of that. They have signs posted
in several spots about no trespassing or that the trail is a CT
Humane Society trail. There is no indication anywhere that
this is a town trail or town property. Is there any way the
town could either re-survey the area where the 2 properties
connect and mark where the town access begins or at least
clear a pathway up to the trail head which is currently
overgrown with shrubs and invasives. We have run into this
issue several times in the past, so I’m sure others have had
problems in the past as well. As you know there is no
parking allowed on Russell Road so we have always utilized
the “2 car parking spots”. Cedar Mountain is a great
resource for the residents and I would love to see the town
take more interest in this beautiful space. I’m just not sure
who is responsible for maintaining the property.
By the way, we got 38 species of birds in about 2 hours of
walking the trails.
Sincerely,
Anita Shaffer
Afshaffer200@cox.net
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Sent from my iPad

*********************************************
*********************************************
*
The information contained in this electronic message
may be confidential and/or privileged. If you received
this in error, please inform the sender and remove any
record of this message. Please note that messages to or
from the Town of Newington may be subject to
Freedom of Information statutes and regulations.

*********************************************************************
**********************
The information contained in this electronic message may be confidential and/or
privileged. If you received this in error, please inform the sender and remove any
record of this message. Please note that messages to or from the Town of Newington
may be subject to Freedom of Information statutes and regulations.

*********************************************************************************
**********
The information contained in this electronic message may be confidential and/or privileged. If you
received this in error, please inform the sender and remove any record of this message. Please note
that messages to or from the Town of Newington may be subject to Freedom of Information statutes
and regulations.
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TOWN OF NEWINGTON
131 Cedar Street Newington, Connecticut 06111

Town Planner

To:

Open Space Committee

From:

Town Planner Craig Minor, AICP

Date:

June 7, 2019

Subject:
State of Connecticut Urban Forestry Survey
______________________________________________________________________________
See attached email from Chris Donnelly, the DEEP Urban Forestry Coordinator.

cc:
file

Phone: (860) 665-8575 Fax: (860) 665-8577
townplanner @newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov

Minor, Craig
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fuerstenberg, Gary
Saturday, May 11, 2019 10:43 PM
Hinckley, Erik; DeMaio, William; Minor, Craig
Fw: Survey on the Direction of Urban Forestry in Connecticut

Importance:

Low

Erik, Please forward to CC.
Craig - open space committee may want to comment.
Bill - Parks committee as well as Tree warden and park staff may want to comment.
Gary

From: Lane, Tanya D.
Sent: Saturday, May 11, 2019 4:56 PM
To: Fuerstenberg, Gary
Cc: Hinckley, Erik
Subject: FW: Survey on the Direction of Urban Forestry in Connecticut
Please forward to the Conservation Commissioners as requested in the email below.
Tanya
From: Donnelly, Chris <Chris.Donnelly@ct.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 4:12 PM
Subject: Survey on the Direction of Urban Forestry in Connecticut
Importance: Low

To Connecticut’s city and town officials:
On behalf of the CT Urban Forest Council, I would like to invite you to participate in a survey regarding the present
condition and future direction of urban forestry in Connecticut. Through this survey, we hope to get some fairly
specific feedback regarding where urban forestry is seen to be now and where it should be going within the state.
Urban forestry, of course, is a topic of relevance to each of the municipalities in the state. Hearing back from the
cities and towns is very important in order for us to have a fully representative survey. For that same reason, I
would like to request that, in addition to filling out the survey yourself, that it also be sent to the officials in your
city or town that are a responsible for public trees – including the Public Works Director, Tree Warden, Director of
Parks and Recreation, Conservation Commissioners and so on. I do appreciate you helping us to make this a
survey that produces results that have a strong foundation for guiding future urban forestry efforts.
This is a fairly detailed survey, so please allow yourself some time – around 20-25 minutes. It is not intended to
be test of what you know about urban forestry – we are sincerely interested in what you think based on your own
experiences with the trees in Connecticut. Among the reasons for this survey, we hope to use it to provide
1

recommendations to the DEEP Forest Action Plan. This Action Plan will guide forestry efforts in the state through
the year 2030.
Here is the link to the website for this survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3JLZ2QT
Feel free to share it widely. We will hold it open at least through the end of June.
I thank you very much,
Chris Donnelly
Urban Forestry Coordinator
CT DEEP Forestry
860-424-3178
chris.donnelly@ct.gov
www.ct.gov/deep/urbanforestry
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