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NEWINGTON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, June 9, 2016

Conference Room L-101, Lower Level
131 Cedar Street, Newington, CT 06111

6:30 p.m.
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Open Space Inventory and Map
Comprehensive Open Space Management Strategy

State of Connecticut Comprehensive Open Space Acquisition Strategy
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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street Newington, Connecticut 06111

Tanya D. Lane Town Planner Craig Minor, AICP
Acting Town Manager Town Planner
To: Open Space Committee N
From: Town Planner Craig Minor, AICP KIU&/
Date: June 6, 2016 :
Subject: Agenda Items for June 9, 2016

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Possible CT Greenway Nominations

There are four “CT Greenways” in Newington (see attached excerpt from the State of CT
Greenways Map, and the Newington 2020 POCD Open Space Plan) which were approved by the
CT Greenways Council in 2003. Although the window to submit nominations has closed for this
year, at the last Open Space Committee meeting I suggested the Committee start working on a
nomination for next year. Nominations are solicited every February by the CT Greenways
Council. Two areas of town-owned open space that have been suggested by Committee
members include:

1. “Marcap Parcel”: As you can see from the attached map, the Old Highway is
an official CT Greenway. The Marcap Parcel was purchased after designation in 2003, so it
makes sense to have the designation expanded to include it.

2. Former Route 1-291 parcels: The land that was acquired by the State for the
failed I-291 beltway is indicated on Newington’s 2020 POCD as a “Possible Open Space
Corridor”. All of the parcels in this area are owned by either the State of CT or Newington.

b. 2016 Extravaganza Booth

The possibility of having, or sharing, a booth at this year’s Extravaganza was discussed at the
meeting last month. It is on the agenda for discussion and planning. The Extravaganza is on
July 16, 2016. Here is a link for more information:

http://www.newingtonct.gov/filestorage/78/118/138/1822/2016_-
_Civic_Group Vendor Information.pdf

Phone: (860) 665-8575 Fax: (860) 665-8577
townplanner@newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov



c. Definition of “Open Space”

This is a last minute addition to that agenda, so I won’t have much to say in this memo. Suffice
it to say that I think it is an excellent idea for the Newington Open Space Committee to formally
adopt its own definition of “open space”. This will help you stay focused on your mission, and
will help you avoid getting drawn into other people’s disputes involving what they believe to be
“open space”. I will have some definitions for your consideration at the meeting.

d.  Open Space Inventory and Map

This is a continuation of the discussion that started last month. I suggest Commissioners review
their notes and/or the minutes from the May meeting to see where we left off. Attached are the
two “Open Space” spread sheets that were created by the previous Open Space Committee. I
reformatted them a little, e.g. by adding a column for the street address.

d. Comprehensive Open Space Management Strategy

This is a continuation of the discussion that started last month. I suggest Commissioners review
their notes and/or the minutes from the May meeting to see where you left off. Attached is the
draft chart of “Town-Owned But Not Managed by Parks and Rec” open space parcels.

e.  State of Connecticut Comprehensive Open Space Acquisition Strategy

I stumbled on this item while preparing this month’s agenda on June 6. I can’t believe I hadn’t
heard about it sooner, The State of Connecticut has a multi-year “Comprehensive Open Space
Acquisition Strategy” document known as “The Green Plan”, which is in the process of being
updated. The deadline for public comment on the draft update was June 1! I get lots of email
notices of stuff like this, but not about this one. Hopefully (I haven’t read it yet) the update is
good. See attached.

cc:
file
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Come Explore Connecticut's Greenways

"Greenway" means a corridor of open space that (1) may protect natural resources, praserve scenic
landscapes and historical resources or offer opportunities for recreatlon or nonmotorized transportation, (2)
may connect existing protected areas and provide access to the outdoors, {3) may be located along a
defining natural feature, such as a waterway, along a man-made corridor, Including an unused right-of-way,
traditional trail routes or historic barge canals or (4) may be a greenspace along a highway or around a
village. (CGS section 23-100)

The Mew England Trail, A National Scenic Tralf - CT's second National Scenic Trall designation is a 200-mile
trail route that has been In existence for over half a century, It travels through 39 communities in
Connecticut and Massachusetts.

Nominate Your Greenway for Official Designation - The Connecticut Greenways Council solicits nominations
every February for official state greenway designation. The deadline for 2016 was Friday, April 29.

Annual Greenways Awards and Celebration - The 2016 event, held In conjunction with National Trails
Day, will take place on Friday, June 3, In celebration of the trall systems and CT Delsgnated Greenway,
our Alr Line State Park Trail, at nservatio ter pavlllion.

Content last updated May 4, 2016

5/10/2016
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CT Greenways Council
Nomination for Official Designation of Greenway
2016

1. Name of Greenway.

2. Sponsoring Organization:

3. Contact Name:

4. Contact Email:

5. Contact Address:

6. Contact Phone:

7. Town(s) in which greenway is/are located:

8. Purpose of greenway (resource protection, recreation, etc)

9. Does the corridor connect existing open space, trail segments, historical/cultural assets;
provide alternative transportation opportunities; connect neighborhoods to schools, town
centers, parks and recreation areas, transportation centers, or open spaces?

] Yes J No

10. Is the segment submitted for designation a key link in an emerging greenway, either for
conservation or recreation purposes?

] Yes ] No

If yes, please provide name and location of said greenway:

11. If the greenway is a municipal project, is it included in local plan of Conservation and
Development?

] Yes [J No

12. Has your project been endorsed by the local government through a municipal resolution or
compact?

0 yes [ No

(If yes, please include copy — scan or digital photo)

Greenway Designation Nomination Form 10f2 Rev. 02/01/16



13.

14.

15.

If the greenway is a regional project, is it included in plans of relevant Regional Planning
Agency, or Council of Governments, with endorsements by the affected municipalities; or,
has an inter-municipal compact been developed between towns?

[] Yes ] No (If yes, please include copies— scan or digital photo)

If the greenway is a non-governmental project, is it sponsored by an organization with a
proven record of land use protection/recreational use, or with proven resources needed for
project success; are licensing, easements, or other agreements for use of state, municipal, or
private land on file?

(] Yes [ No (If yes, please include copies— scan or digital photo)

Please include a written description of the project including a map showing location,
connections (existing or potential), and adjacent open space if applicable on a 1:24,000 scale
USGS Topographic Map. Digital photos and maps (digital photos taken of hard copy maps
are acceptable) are preferred.

Nomination forms must be returned by April 29, 2016.

Please return this form to: Laurie Giannotti, via email |laurie.giannotti@ct.gov. The preferred
method of submission is via email. Alternatively, you may mail digital reports on a CD or other
electronic storage devices as appropriate. Digital photos and maps (digital photos taken of hard
copy maps are acceptable) are also preferred.

Contact information:

Laurie Giannotti

Trails and Greenways Coordinator

Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
79 EIm Street

Hartford, CT 06106

Phone (860) 424-3578

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection is an Affirmative Action/Equal
Opportunity Employer that is committed to complying with the requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Please contact us at (860) 418-5910 or deep.accommodations@ct.gov if you: have a
disability and need a communication aid or service; have limited proficiency in English and may need
information in another language; or if you wish to file an ADA or Title VI discrimination complaint.

Greenway Designation Nomination Form 20f2 Rev. 02/01/16
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DEEP: Revising The Green Plan Page 1 of 2
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ENERGY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY NATURAL RESOURCES OUTDOOR RECREATION PURA
Natural Resaurces Revising The Green Plan

Fisheries The diverse and scenic land and waterscapes one can encounter traveling from one side of Connecticut to
Forestry another make ours a truly unique state to live and visit. Land development pressures and impacts by a
wildiit changing climate threaten the Integrity of Connecticut’s special places. Protecting important land cover
N types is a part of sound natural resource and watershed management. By protecting the state’s mast

Water Resources important lands as open space, present and future generations can enjoy the ecosystem service benefits
Wetlands provided hy Intact natural resources, such as safe drinking water, biodiverse habitats, and plentiful outdoor
P recreational opportunitles.

eology
Plants Pursuant to Public Acts 12-152 and 14-169, DEEP Is updating the Connecticut Comprehenslve Open Space
Insects & Invertebrates Acqulsition Strategy (Green Plan) and prioritizing the Department'’s actlons through 2020 to best achieve
o the State’s changing open space acqulsition goals and meet new plan component requirements.

pen Space
Natural Resources Main raft Green Pi Flyer
Page Draft Gre n Presentation
Main Menu

Draft for Review | Public Comment Period | Background | What's New

Report an
ENVIRONMENTAL

M’" Draft Green Plan Available for Review

‘; Calendar of Events The PDFs below are preliminary versions of the new Green Plan. Edits will be made from time-to-time, as
L il

DEEP collects feedback and new information is gathered.

Draft Gr Plan
Appendices

The current version of the Green Plan is also avallable for review: 2007-2012 Green Plan: Guiding
Land Acquisition and Protection in Connecticut

Public Comment Period to June 1, 2016

In order to develop a planning document that will be the highest value for the State of Connecticut,
municipalities, reglonal planning agencies, land conservation organizations and the public, the Department
needs to hear from all stakeholders.

STATE PARKS
A TORLSTS
STTOc

DEEP encourages you to review the materlals provided on this webpage and to submit your thoughtful
comments on the draft Green Plan by June 1, 2016 via e-mail or postal mail to:

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
Attn: Jamie Sydoriak

Land Acqulsition and Management Unit, 6th Floor

79 Elm Street, Hartford CT 06106

Green Plan Background

Recognizing the threat of loss of environmental resources to changes in land use, the General Assembly set
an ambltlous goal of protecting 21 percent of Connecticut’s land by year 2023 for public open space (CGS
Section 23-8). With a total of 3,205,760 acres in Connectlcut, 673,210 acres must be protected to meet

To Recelve Updatos / this goal.
Newsiuttors by E-Mel
] The statute set open space acquisition targets for both the State and its land protection partners
Eunnectlcul_ (munlcipalities, private non-profit land conservation organizations, and water companles):
b DR s 10% (or 320,576 acres) is to be acquired and held by the State of Connecticut (DEEP)
REGISTER e 11% (or 352,634 acres) Is to be acquired and held by DEEP's land conservation partners,
e Online to
m=VOTE
g ulations of CT 2
State Agencies

VETEQ)(NS

gy

Connec ticut
Recovers

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=27068q=511558&deepNav_GID=1641 6/6/2016
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