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NEWINGTON TOWN PLAN AND ZONING COMMISSION
Special Meeting
April 22, 2015

L ROLL CALL AND SEATING OF ALTERNATES

Chairman Cathleen Hall called the special meeting of the Newington Town Plan and Zoning
Commission to order at 6:00 p.m. in Conference Room L101 in the Newington Town Hall, 131
Cedar Street, Newington, CT.

Commissioners Present
Commissioner Frank Aieta
Commissioner Carol Anest
Commissioner Michael Camillo
Chairman Cathleen Hall
Commissioner Robert Serra Sr.
Commissioner Stanley Sobieski
Commissioner Brian Andrzejewski-A
Commissioner Anthony Claffey-A

Commissioners Absent
Commissioner Kenneth Leggo

Commissioner Andrzejewski was seated for Commissioner Leggo.

L REVIEW OF ZONING REGULATIONS

a. Subsection 3.2X:_{new) Uses Permitted in the OS Open Space Zone

Craig Minor; That is obviously new. This is the “open space zone” concept that the Commission
has been talking about. | prepared a memo which was supposed to go in the agenda package.
It's a four paragraph memo, so I'll just read it.

“As a stariing point in the discussion over creating an "Open Space” zone for Newington,
t did some research to see what other towns have done on this topic. | found that “open
space” zones are not uncommon in Connecticut (see attached). However, several town
planners warned me that the list of permitted uses in an open space zone should not be
so restrictive as to possibly constitute a "taking.” That is an important consideration to
keep in mind.

Also keep in mind that land owned by the Town of Newington is exempt from the zoning
regulations, so creating an Open Space zone and zoning all municipal parks would not,
by itself, prohibit the Town from developing portions of parks even if they were zoned
“open space” Section 1.2.2.C reads as follows: and that says that the Town is exempt
from the zoning regulations.”

! have given you four towns' regulations, to see how those four towns regtilate open space. f
specifically did not include towns that have “agricultural zones”, because that is different from
what your goals are.

| know that you just got these three in the mail a couple of days ago, and you just got
Marlborough tonight, so it might be good to take a couple of weeks to read them over, and then at
our next meating the Commissioners can tell me which.things they like about the other fowns
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regs, and what things they don’t like about the other towns regulations. We can do it now if you
want to; we have an hour and only two other sections of the regs. I'll leave it up to the
Commission.

Commissioner Sobieski: Mr. Minor, | think it is very clear that this town does not want any town-
owned property developed. [ think that's a no-brainer.

Craig Minor: But you understand, your regutations can’t do that.

Commissioner Sobieski: The town parks and stuff, you're saying if we don't want them
developed?

Craig Minor: What 'm saying is that the Town of Newington, the Town Council, if you will, is not
subject to your zoning regulations. If the Town Council wants to do something in an “open space
zone” that the regs don't allow, they are exempt from zoning.

Commissioner Anest: They would have to change the code.

Craig Minor: Even that that wouldn't be enough. You would have to also change the zoning
regs, because it's your zoning regs. It probably also is in the code...

Commissioner Anest: That's what you quoted. “See Article | Section § Newington Code,
Resolution 602", that's what | mean. They would have to change their code for us to change our
Zoning regs.

Craig Minor: it would have to be both.
Commissioner Anest: And that’s not going to happen.
Commissioner Ajeta: We can change the underlying zone. Why can't we do that?

Craig Minor: Because the Town is exempt from zoning. You can have all the regs you want, but
they are exempt.

Commissioner Anest: I is in the code. “See Article | Section 5 Newington Code, Resolution 602
approved 5/25/70."

Craig Minor: And in your regutations it says, “All municipal property in the Town of Newington is
hereby exempt from the regulations prescribed by the Commission,” so we would have to change
the regs as well as Article 1 Section 5, whatever that says.

Commissioner Claffey: If you were to do this, and I'm not saying you can't, but is the intent that
they not be able to do anything on an open space parcel even if already a structure on it? Like a
schoot has a structure, but it's also open space. Correct?

Craig Minor: Well, you would have to ask your colleagues what it is they want to accomplish.

Commissioner Claffey: Because if we say, “we have all this open space land and we don't ever
want to develop if’, we're hurting ourselves. If in the future we want to put an educational building
on an open space property, or add onto an open space structure, or add onto a struclure with an
open space designation. That could hinder us in 20, 30 years when we need space to put things.

Craig Minor: Let's use a different example: town parks. Let's talk about the farm across Willard
Avenue, the Eddy Farm. Eddy Farm is currently zoned R-12. If we re-zoned Eddy Farm to this
new “open space” zone, and presumably the regulations will say that agriculture is a permitted




Newington Town Plan and Zoning Commission April 22, 2015
Page |3

use In an open space zone, they would be permitied to continue to do agriculture. Butif the
family ever wanted (forget for the moment that we have a conservation easement on it} fo sell it to
a developer, they wouldn't be able to because it is zoned “open space”. But the golf course,
which belongs to the Town, if the Town wanted to selt the golf course to a developer, the Town
could do that.

Commissioner Aieta: What's the zone?

Craig Minor: If we changed it to “open space zone".

Commissioner Aieta: What is it zoned now?

Craig Minor; PL.

Commissioner Aieta: So what could you build in the “public land” zone?

Craig Minor: Anything. The PL regulations say that you can do anything that is in the
organization’s mission statement. So, the hospital that owns the land over here {pointing to

zoning map)] can do anything that they want as long as it's consistent with the mission of the
hospital. That's pretty much what the PL regulations say.

Chairman Hall: And they have, with the housing, more housing.

Commissioner Claffey: And they could also come in and put up a four story facility. What I'm
getting at is if we put in an open space zone, and Eddy Farm, 1 mean, Eddy Farm is not a good
choice because of the easement on it. You have to find a piece that is open, with nothing.

Chairman Hall: The Young Farm doesn't have development rights.

Commissioner Claffey: That's where I'm going more with my thought process, because Eddy
Farm is never, it's going {o stay Eddy Farm.

Commissioner Anest: | think that we need to look at the other towns and see what they allow in
their open space zones. | know that some of them allow a nature center, and | think we need to
look at what we want fo be developed in our open space zone.

Craig Minor: And what we don't want.

Commissioner Anest: Correct, and craft it that way. | think we need time to look at the four
towns, what their language is, so we can make sure we do what we need. But | think we need to
change, right now, the underlying zone to open space, because | don't like having Mill Pond being
R-12.

Commissioner Aieta; That was the whole idea, to change the underlying zones to a different
zone, so they couldn’t come in and start building houses or whatever. Most of the underlying
zones are residential zones. That was the purpose.

Commissioner Claffey: | don't think it's right to cherry-pick where we want change now and
where we don’t want change. if we are going to do the homework, do it as one. Don't take one
section of town that has open space and change it because you don’t want anything there.
Commissioner Anest. That's not what | said.

Commissioner Claffey: Thal's how you just came across.
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Commissioner Anest: No, | did not.

Commissioner Claffey: You just said, “| want to go to this section before { want to do something
else”.

Commissioner Anest: We have to review what the town has so we can decide what we want our
open space zone to be.

Commissioner Claffey. And then after that you sald, you brought up another piece of property
that you wanted to change.

Commissioner Anest: As an example with an underlying zone, like Mili Pond is R-12.
Commissioner Claffey: Okay, okay, gotcha.

Commissioner Anest: We want to take the underlying zones and make them “open space”, even
though the town can do what they want, but if they sell it to a developer, now the developer has to
go by whatever zone it is.

Commissioner Aieta; We're trying to change the underlying zones to get the public space zones
out, the underlying zones away from residential.

Commissioner Claffey: Okay, 'm sorry.

Commissioner Aieta: Get the underlying zones out of residential, and into a zone where they
have to come to this Commission.

Craig Minor: s that what the Commissioners want to do? Take the next couple of weeks to read
with the other towns allow, and come back and talk about it? Some towns allow what you might
not want to allow, and what other towns do allow you might not like.

Chairman Hall: And come up with what you think they should be. Using the other towns as a
basis, what you want Newington to have.

Craig Minor: | will have the GIS department put together a map of all the town-owned tand which
will include things like schools and highway garages, but will also include all the town parks, all
the land the town owns. All the little dribs and drabs of land, so that’s what this map will show.

b. Subsection 3.2Y: (new) Special Exceptions Permitted in the OS Open Space Zone

Chairman Hall: That would go with the previous numbering system?

Craig Minor: Yes, I'm following the sysiem that we have for both permitied uses and a different
section for special exceptions.

c. Subsection 3.22: Accessory Buildings and Uses in Residential Zones

Craig Minor: We're now going back to the existing regulations.

Section 3.22 Accessory Buildings and Uses permitted in Residential Zones: | did a little
wordsmithing on item C, “Commercial Vehicle not larger than one ton”. 1 didn’t change anything; |
just re-worded it to make it a little clearer. No, I did change one thing, | put “on a paved driveway”
as opposed to just anywhere on the lot. If you are going to have a truck, it had better be parked
on a paved driveway, and not just anywhere on your lot.
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Commissioner Serra: Why are we taking out, "and must be owned by the resident?”

Craig Minor: I'm just moving it somewhere else, because it sounds like it must be parked in the
front yard unless it's owned by a resident. I'm just moving that phrase up to the top.

Commissioner Serra: Oh, okay, | didn't see it.

Craig Minor: If you look at the first line, “owned” was inserted there. “Owned and customarily
used by the resident.”

Chairman Hall: Now, “paved driveway”, sometimes there is a stone driveway, or an extension of
the driveway; do we want to include that? Sometimes you have expanded a driveway in order to
park a truck and still have access in and out of a garage or whatever.

Craig Minor: My thinking is, if they are going to park a truck on their property then it should be on
a paved surface. Gravel after a while gets hard packed, and it's as substantial as paving, but a
dirt driveway | think wouid not be appropriate for parking a truck on a regular basis.

Commissioner Anest: Could we put “paved or crushed stone"? Because some people don't have
paved driveways in general.

Craig Minor: Then maybe we don’t want that person to bring a truck home every night and park
it. We're talking about a commercial vehicle; in other words, a vehicle used for business, with a
company name on if,

Commissioner Claffey: A lot of towns don't allow it. We must, since they are all over town.
Craig Minor: We do allow it.

Commissioner Anest: Then why did we have an applicant come before us to do catering and we
told them that they couldn’t have the lettering on their van, it has to be a magnetic sign?

Craig Minor: You have the authority to do that since home occupations are by special permit, and
you did that probably because you wanted to protect the residential character of the
neighborhood. If you are considering whether to allow a catering business, and you're thinking,
okay, the catering business as it has been described to us doesn’t sound too obtrusive into the
neighborhood, but a catering business and truck that says the name of the business, that's a little
more than we are willing to approve tonight. We'll et you have the catering business but you
have to be willing to give up having a commercial truck. That may be why you did it in the past.

Chairman Hall: That wouldn’'t make any sense. We can cater it, but we can't bring it to your
house?

Craig Minor; But just not in a truck that shows we are bringing it {o your house.

Commissioner Aieta: A catering business is not a home occupation. | know that we approved
one, at one time, and thank God it never happened. That's more than the typical home
occupation for doctor's offices.

Craig Minor: | remember in Cromwell there was a person who got a home occupation permit to
do baking and her speciaity was cakes and cookies. She did them on commission, and it was
sort of catering.

Chairman Hall: Yes, we've had several.
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Commissioner Serra: Back to the lettering on commercial vehicles, it's not something that I've
been involved with, but | can tell you where there are a few. | don't want to get into the names or
where they are, but if we're going to allow that, can we at least control the size so that it doesn’t
look like a bulwark sitting in somebody’s driveway? There is a big difference between a magnetic
sign and a twenty foot box fruck that is all letters. Personally, | would rather see no signs on
vehicles at residences, but if we have to allow it, let's at least put a size limit on it if we can.

Chairman Hall: Maybe it should not take up more than a percentage of the surface, because you
could have a larger truck. As long as the letters don't cover the entire side of the truck, it could be
no more than twenty-five percent of the surface area or something like that.

Commissioner Serra: | think maybe Mr. Minor could find out what other towns do with this, if they
allow it, and if so, what do they use? What is their formula?

Commissioner Sobieski: | believe West Hartford has an ordinance on that. You can't take
commercial vehicles home.

~ Craig Minor: Every town has some variation on it.

Commissioner Camillo: After two a.m., in West Hartford, for three hours you can't have it in your
driveway.

Chairman Hall: So what do you do?
Comimissioner Camillo: | put it in my garage.

Commissioner Sobieski: It gets unsightly, especially like in the last report, the guy that had some
construction equipment on the corner of Brentwood and Hawley. 'm just saying, this is mostly a
residential fown, and we don't want to have big frucks sitting in driveways. It detracts from the
residences.

Craig Minor: | can tell you, every town regulates this differently. Every town realizes that it's
reasonable to let the self-employed plumber or electrician have a truck that he parks in the
driveway. But what about the electrician who works for an electrical company who has a
company van that he is told to bring home because his first job tomorrow is in the town west of
here? That's where the issue grows and grows. Like | said, every town handles it differently. It's
a question of what is appropriate for the character of Newington, and you folks know that best.

Commissioner Sobieski: Maybe we should take a look, like Commissioner Serra says, at other
town and see what they have.

Cralg Minor: What 'm saying is, I'll give you 169 towns and they will all be different. What do
you want?

Commissioner Claffey: We need some direction.

Craig Minor. Do you want to fimit the signage to 25 percent, or it has to be on a magnetic peel off
thing and it has to be peeled off when the person comes home at night?

Commissioner Anest: I'm just concerned about people who take their work vans home from their
job. We're going to say, “You can’t park in your driveway, now, we're not going to allow that”. is
there a way, and | don't know how it could be worded, that if you use your vehicle on a daily basis
and it's not parked in your driveway for three or four days, you know, | don’t know if there is a
way...
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Craig Minor. That's what we have now. A commercial vehicle not larger than one ton and
customarily used by the resident for transportation is allowed.

Commissioner Anest: Right, but some people have trucks in their driveway for months.

Chairman Hall: Right, they only use it once or twice a week, and it stays there parked for the rest
of the time.

Craig Minor: “Customarily used”. If it came to our attention that somebody has a commercial
vehicle not larger than one ton that belongs to the resident but has been sitting there for weeks at
a time, then it's not “customarily used by the resident” and therefore is not eligible for this. Mike
would issue a cease and desist order,

Commissioner Anest: But they could say, customarily they only use it for one job, on a weekend.
| don't know if there is terminology that we could use to say it must be used on a daily basis, or,
not up on blocks.

Commissioner Claffey: | agree with Commission Sobieski. | don't think it's something to hash out
here, but let’s see what Berlin has, and what West Hartford has, not just for commercial vehicles
but also, if subsection B of 22.1, the parking and storage of operable and registered cars, how
many cars do other towns allow? 1 go down Audubon and if you are driving late at night it's like a
ski slope to try to get down there because there are so many cars, now that the overnight parking
ban is done. 1 think that as we look at commercial vehicles we aiso have to look at the resident
hecause I've seen commercial vehicles that are very nice and clean and the house is nice, but
the neighbor has seven registered vehicles and it doesn't look nice. It's hard to cite the
commercial vehicle without looking at the residential side of a regular car.

Craig Minor: | could have a working pick-up truck that is a piece of junk, but no lettering on it.

Commissioner Claffey: | agree, and | just see it on one street in particular, | mean, | see it on
many, many sltreets.

Chairman Hall: Some of the biggest complaints we have are from people who come from other
towns, | hear it all the time. They will drive up and down and say, why are there so many cars on
the street? Everybody over the age of sixteen has their own car and that's a problem, so in family
neighborhoods you will end up with five or six cars, because everybody who is over sixteen or
eighteen has his or her own vehicle.

Commissioner Ajeta: Some of the houses near the center of town, in the older areas, the lots are
only fifty feet wide and there is no place to put them. The driveway is only ten feet or twenty feet
long.

Craig Minor: Okay, I'll research some towns in the area.

Chalrman Halt: While you are at it, there are many situations where they have a perfectly
legitimate pickup, like a Denali or something, but then they add a trailer, and all the work
equipment is in the trailer. Somelimes they will leave the trailer at home parked with all of the
lettering on the side while they take the pickup fo the job site because they can put it in the bed,
so therefore you end up with trailers parked sometimes for a good long time, and they use the
trailer for storage. Get what they need for the job that day, and put it in the truck.

Craig Minor: Newington regulates trailers separately from commercial trucks.

Chairman Hall: Try to blend those two if you can.
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Commissioner Sobieski: You want to talk about work trailers, not all trailers.
Chairman Hall: Utifity trailers, with the lettering on them.

Commissioner Sobieski: Okay, because a Iot of people have trailers and leave them outside the
house.

Chairman Hall: Yes, well, we have horses too. There are several houses that have horse
frailers.

Chairman Hall: We still have Sections 3.22.1 D and E.

Craig Minor: I'm not proposing any changes to those.

Chairman Hall: Lef's be sure that we don’'t want to have any change to those.

Commissioner Claffey: In Section E, can we put in “detached garages”?

Craig Minor: Sure.

Chairman Hall: An accessory building garage would be a detached garage, wouldn’t it?

Cralg Minor: We'll include that as an example of an accessory building.

Commissioner Claffey: But you are calling a swimming pool an accessory what?

Craig Minor: It's really a structure

Chairman Hall: Why don't we say "accessory structure™?

Craig Minor: Good idea.

Chairman Hall: Section 3.22.27

Craig Minor: | will put in quotation marks “structures” as a note to myself to change that wording.
Craig Minor: Item B currently reads, “Storage uses are permitted only in the rear haif of the lot
and behind the principal building.” I'm suggesting that we make it clear that includes rented
storage units. ..

Chairman Hall: Like a POD?

Craig Minor: ...exactly, for not more than sixty days.

Chairman Hal: You aren’t going to be able to do that in some of these north end propetties,
because there's just not enough room between the houses to get a POD behind the house, so
that means they can't have one. That's restrictive.

Commissioner Aieta: So you want them in the front yard?

Chairman Hall: Well, they usually sit in the driveway for a certain period of time. You have to pay
for the period of time that it is there. Once in a while you will get somebody who keeps that PCD

and just keeps paying, paying, paying. Is it worth it to them to do it? But by and large people
have it, pack it, and take it away.
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Commissioner Anest: There was one near me that was there for two years.

Chairman Hall: Two years?

Commissioner Anest: Yes, and it was in the sight line too. You couldn’t even see going down the
streetl.

Commissioner Serra: For people who can't get it into their back yard, can we leave that part the
way that it is, but maybe for thirty days.

Chairman Hall: A shorter period of time.
Commissioner Serra: Right.

Commissioner Claffey: You might want to put in an exception, because sometimes a POD will be
used in a house that has a flood, and the project lasts longer than sixty days.

Craig Minor: What we could do is, to exceed sixty days would require a special exception.

Commissioner Sobieski: Mr. Planner, what about someone with a two car garage who rents one
side out? |s that what this is referring to?

Craig Minor: No, that's fine.

Commissioner Sobieski: No, I'm saying some people rent garages out to store vehicles in.
Craig Minor: Yes.

Commissioner Serra: That's inside, there’s no clutter.

Chairman Hall: These are the outside ones that sit on the grass or the driveway.

Commissioner Claffey: | mean the ones that get delivered, that don't look like PODS, they are
eye sores. They are just huge steel storage......

Chairman Hall: "Eagle's”

Commissioner Claffey: Yeah, “Eagle Construction”, you can drop a container on your front yard
that looks worse than a POD,

Craig Minor: Il do some research to see what the industry standard generic term for POD is, and
then use that term, so we are not using a brand name, but everybody knows we mean a POD
type structure.

Commissioner Leggo: Could be "storage structures”.

Chairman Hall: Eagtle, Pack-rat, POD, those are all brand names.
Commissioner Anest: What about the size?

Craig Minor: 1 don't think size has been a problem.

Commissioner Camillo: If you had to empty your whole house out in the case of a fire or
something...
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Craig Minor: Not more than one is permitted, and if you need more than one, or if you need it for
more than 60 days, you would come back to P&Z for a special exception. If you have a legitimate
emergency, the ZEO would work with you.

Commissioner Claffey: Pve seen one on Willard for four months now, and the car parks in a
different parts of the yard because it is in the driveway. Right down near Stonehedge.

Chairman Hall: | think that's gone now. That's because they were rehabbing that house, so they
put everything in the storage unit,

d. Subsection 3.23: Accessory Buildings and Uses Permitted in Non-Residential Zones.

Craig Minor: This was one long paragraph, so | broke it up into three, A, B, and C. In what I'm
calling Paragraph A the word "building” is deleted, because "building” doesn't make sense there.
The point of this regulation is to permit these things that are incidental to the use of the lot, so I'm
suggesting remove the word "building™.

Commissioner Aieta: No, “building"” is in there because we don't want people to have vacant lots
and start storing stuff on it. It's got to be in concert with the bullding, or a person could own a lot
and then start putting all kind of stuff on it.

Craig Minor: No, it is the use that needs to be referenced; a bullding is just four walls. You want
to make sure that businesses aren't storing things outside that are not related to the business that
is taking place there.

Commissioner Aieta: You've got “building” in the third sentence too.

Craig Minor: Yes, the storage of stuff shall not be in front of the building, but the stuff that the
fandowner wants fo be able to store outside must be related to the way that the lot is being used.
Not to the building. If it's a hardware store and they want to put lawn mowers out in front, okay,
that's related to the use of the building, which is as a hardware store. That's why “use” should be
there, not the word "building”, in the first sentence.

Chairman Hall: He's doing it more globally for the first part of the sentence, that equipment
products are incidental and subordinate to the principal use of the lot. Let's say we have a
garden center, and all of a sudden they are going to get stones for paving so the materials,
subordinate to the principal use of the lot, which means it's a garden center and these are garden
materials, then cannot be stored outside on the same lot but can be and shall not be located in
front of the principal bullding, so what we are saying is that the lot is a garden center operation,
the whole parcel. When you want to bring these items in, they cannot be in front of the principal
building. They must be stored behind the building, the side of the building, whatever.

Craig Minor: And be garden related. They couldn’t be cars, for example.

Chairman Hall: Right. You are thinking more in terms of a vacant lot where people will start to
bring things and dump, and that is not what this means at all. You have to have a use for that
property, some kind of business that has a building on it already. So this does not refer to vacant
iots. That make any more sense?

Craig Minor: The next item I'm calling paragraph B; I'm just rearranging the order of the
sentence. The way it's written now, someone could think that products and equipment could be
stored in the front so long as it's approved by the Commission. No, it's the act of storage that is
being approved by the Commission, but it cannot be in the front yard. That is, unless I'm reading
it wrong, and the Commission wanted to give itself the ability to let merchants display products for
sale in the front yard setback area.
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Chairman Hall: [ remember a problem over on Pane Road. There was a heavy equipment firm
that wanted to put things out there, and all of a sudden there's a fence there. They wanted to put
backhoes and that kind of stuff, and in the beginning we said no, it's there now, but it's behind a
fence. But you can slili see it as you drive by it.

Commissioner Camillo: They have a license for motor vehicles and everything. It's a dealers’
license,

Commissioner Sobieski: It's the same issue as on New Britain Avenue where the janitorial supply
store is. They put show blowers out in front of the building, but it's behind the fence. You can
see it.

Chairman Hall:. They had them right up on the street.

Commissioner Aieta: We told them that when they came in for something. They wanted to put,
they were selling split firewood.

Chairman Hall: Any change on that B and C? Anybody have an issue on that?
Chairman Hall: Section 3.23.2; change to “structures” again?
Craig Minor: How about “buildings or structures™?
Commissioner Claffey: So the title of 3.23 will change?
Craig Minor: Yes, the title will change.
e. Subseclion 3.24; Prohibited Uses
Cralg Minor: | inserted in 3.24.3 “recreational vehicles” because sometimes you hear about
people living in an RV, and unless it is specifically prohibited, you wouldn't be able to stop them.
But most towns don’t want people living in RV’s.
Commissioner Anest. What about a regular trailer?
Craig Minor: What's a "regular trailer"?
Commissioner Anest: Not an automofive trailer, but a tag-along.
Chairman Hall: Like a pop-up camper.
Craig Minor: I'll make a note, pop-up question mark.
Chairman Hall: Section 3.24.5; “No use shall be permitted which:” Paragraph A might be where
we can address chimineas. We've had a lot of issues with complaints from neighbors on
chimineas and outdoor fire pits.

Commissioner Claffey: We should find out first, what is the Fire Marshaf's take on those.

Chairman Hall: We had to call him one time, and | know it wasn’t regulated. There was nothing
they could do about it, so that's why I'm saying, we have a chance now, and outdoor furnaces.

Commissioner Camillo: If you have an outdoor furnace, the stack has to be attached to the
chimney.
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Craig Minor: | know that this has been an issue at the legislature for the last couple of years.
But you are saying that Newington's regulations don't allow them anyway?

Commissioner Camillo; | had the Fire Marshal come out two years ago on the building next to us.
The stack came ouf of the roof at eye level to our property, so when the wind blew out of the
southeast, it blew into our house. There was nothing we could do. West Hartford, the same way,
the neighbor had it next to our bedroom window,

Craig Minor: And there was nothing you could do’?

Commissicner Camillo: Not really.

Craig Minor: Even though they were blowing ashes into your house?
Commissioner Camillo: Their property was lower than ours, so nothing.

Commissioner Serra: | understand the idea behind this, but how is this going to be enforced?
We have one ZEO, we're running him all over the place, and all of a sudden you tell residents
they can't have this? Are we just creating more of a headache than a solution?

Craig Minor: You might be, because the homeowner is going to say, “I've had this for years. I'm
grandfathered.”

Commissioner Anest; Are we talking about outdoor fire pits?
Craig Minor: Possibly.

Commissioner Anest: | think almost every homeowner has one in their back yard, and some
people have the fire pits that they built. | know when | got a chiminea when they first came out, |
just calied the Fire Marshal and he said they are fine. He didn't have any problems. [t was the
outdoor furnaces that were the problem. | mean, we probably should have something in here to
define “outdoor furnaces”, that's one thing, but the average homeowner who wants to have a litlle
fire to sit around, and have friends over, | wouldn't be in favor of adding anything like that to our
regulations.

Commmissioner Serra: And when 1 bring this up, 'm only talking about Section A, | mean the rest
of it does make sense. I'm fine with all of that, and as Commissicner Anest said, many people
have these. 1don’'t see how you are going fo stop it.

Chairman Hall: Is there anything In the Fire Regulations such as Commissioner Camitlo said,
that's coming from your propenrty infc somebody else's?

Commissioner Serra: Can we regulate it so that it has to be so many feet from the property line?
Chairman Hall: | don't know. That's why I'd like to know what the Fire Marshal has to say about
this. Can we look into that before we get too involved with this? Find out what kind of
regulations, if any, we have in town already that deal with this.

Commissioner Camillo: | looked into it. The stack was supposed to be another 15 feet higher.

Chairman Hall: So it has to be higher than any surrounding roofs.

Commissioner Camillo: Right, and that's state law. These new furnaces run cleaner than your
car. They have catalytic converters in them, they are all electronic, and they are really neat, so
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they don't emit a ot of poliution like you might think. The wood ones have afterburners in them,
so you don't have problems there.

Commissioner Claffey: In addition to the Fire Marshal you also might want to check with the
Building Department, because my question is, A through E, what standards are we basing this on
for noise, for light, and smefi? Is there a standard that we have? What's the nolse level, fifty
decibels, a hundred?

Commissioner Aieta: There is a set standard for noise.

Commissioner Claffey. So we should reference back to whatever the set standards are. You just
can't say, "emits into the air offensive odors or noxious, toxic”. | go by Wendy's and it smells
gross. To me that's noxious, but by law they can produce that smell, so it has to revert back to
something we can judge it by. Like the Fire Marshal, he’s the judge of fire issues, and the
building department has the noise ordinance.

Craig Minor: Any activity that you want to regulate has to be defined and specified to what extent
itis allowed. But how tightly do you want to define or put parameters around "emit into the air
offensive odors or noxious toxic or corrosive fumes™?

Commissioner Claffey: There's a standard somewhere. '
Craig Minocr: Yes, but it's a book about three inches thick,

Commissioner Claffey. I'm not against fire pits, but some smell worse than others. It's a noxious
odor.

Commissioner Aieta: You'll know when this applies, hecause the residents around the things that
are noxious will call and teli us,

Commissioner Claffey: But to what standards, by law?
Commissioner Aleta: It's up to the building department to determine what the standards are.

Commissioner Claffey: What I'm asking is, what is he responding to? Does he have a standard
to respond to?

Craig Minor: No, because it would be in here if it was, and he doesn’t. So he is going to use
common sense and he will be successful in some cases, and in some cases the home owner will
say, oh, okay, yeah, I'll stop doing it, and sometime you will get a homeowner who says, show me
where it says exactly that | can’t do this.

Commissioner Claffey: My point exactly. We are here to fix the regulations, so let’s fix the
regulations.

Chairman Hall: 1 ask that he check with the Fire Marshal and see what other kinds of controls we
can put into this, to give us some teeth, because right now we have no teeth.

Craig Minor: 1 will also look and see if any other towns have been able to come up with a more
enforceable regulation than just “no emitting of dust, dirt, fiy-ash or smoke into the air”. 1l see
what other towns have,

Chairman Hall: Check with West Hartford because | know they went through it within the last two
years. | just can't remember the resolution.
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Craig Minor: | made a change to 3.24.6. Currently it reads, "The storing of junk, including junk
motor vehicle hulks, which shall mean any inoperable or.unregistered vehicle which is not. moved
from a site on its own power within 30 days”. | don’t know how that last phrase would be
enforced, "which is not moved from a site on its own power within 30 days”, so I'm suggesling
that we change it to "which cannot move from the site on its own power". That's easy fo prove.
Just telt the home owner: “get in the car, turn the key, and if you can drive it, you can keep it, but
if you can't, then it's a violation of our junk regulation”.

Commissioner Serra; Provided it's registered.

Craig Minor: Right.

Commissioner Aieta: The last item, 3.24.8, motel efficiency units; this has always been in the
regulations, but obviously some motels have become where people are actually living. They
have their children come out fo the Turnpike where they are picked up by a school bus. How
does that happen, when it is in our rules that you can’t turn them into housing units? Thisis a
violation in the Town of Newington and they're not even trying to hide it. They advertise it on their
signs, "efficiency units”, and you see school buses driving down the Turnpike picking up busloads
of kids that live in these motels.

Craig Minor: 1 know what you are falking aboutf. Let me do some research.....

Commissioner Aleta; It's gotten worse during the last couple of years.

Chairman Hall: Anything else on those?

L ADJOURN

Commissioner Aieta moved to adjourn the special meeting. The motion was seconded by
Commissicner Sobieski. The meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p.m.

Respgetfully submitted,
' : 7
/gw@dfwj

Norine Addis,
Recording Secretary




