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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street

Newington, Connecticut 06111
Mayor Stephen woods

MINUTES 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING

Conference Room L-101 Lower Level – Town Hall 
7:00 P.M.  

April 3, 2014
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:00 p.m. for residents to express their views regarding the Town Council’s Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2014-15
Mayor Woods presented a PowerPoint display explaining the Town Council’s budget. A copy is attached.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Anna Eddy, 41 Churchill Way, Library Board President.  Ms. Eddy thanked the Council for restoring the $10,000 budget cut and allowing the Library to remain open on Sundays.  She invited the Council to the Library’s 75th anniversary celebration, to be held on September 14, 2014.
Nancy Petronio, 44 Centerwood Road, Board of Education (BOE) member.  Ms. Petronio stated that due to hard work and collaboration, the Board of Education has managed to maintain services and stay ahead of the curve in many areas, including school security and common core standards.  She indicated that the BOE is at a crossroads with budget cuts and with new State requirements the BOE budget issue will hit a critical level.  Ms. Petronio stated that the proposed 2.94% increase to the BOE budget will not suffice and stated that the Council and BOE owe it to the families in Newington to work together.  She noted that the teachers are currently in the third year of their contract and remarked that without the minimal requested additional funding, the BOE will have to make difficult decisions.  Ms. Petronio requested that the Council consider restoring an additional $100,000 to the BOE budget in order to keep the Board’s structure intact. 
Robin Casella, 132 Edward Street.  Ms. Casella stated that she has been a Town resident since 1987 and a Town homeowner since 1999 and indicated that her property taxes have increased form $3,800 to $5,400 during that time.  She noted that she’s been a State employee for 25 years and has gone many years without a raise.  Ms. Casella expressed concerns about increases to the Town and BOE budgets, particularly the increases in contractual health insurance and pension benefits.  She stated that she cannot afford an increase in the mill rate.

Jennifer Win-Johnson, 23 Welles Drive North.  Ms. Win-Johnson noted that the recent budget increases have been in line with inflation.  She requested that the Council restore the BOE’s proposed budget.  She spoke to the importance of the BOE’s gifted and talented program, which serves over 1,000 students.  She spoke in support of teachers but noted that teachers lack many of the resources necessary to support higher-ability students.  Ms. Win-John expressed concern that the budget, if not restored, would cause the cancellation of the middle school gifted program.

Sharon Lichota, 8 Barn Hill Lane.  Ms. Lichota indicated that she has two middle school students in Town and explained the differences in educational needs for each child.  She expressed concern about potential cuts to both the gifted program and to school counseling.   Ms. Lichota also expressed concern about the cost of the magnet school program and how those costs affect other school programs.  

Alicea Charamut, 56 Francis Avenue:  Ms. Charamut stated that she has two children in elementary school and indicated that she is a PTO president.  She stated that it is difficult to advocate for the BOE budget without receiving budgetary information in advance.  She stated that the budget process should be done in such a way that the public knows how the proposed budget will affect the schools’ various programs.  She stated that she is a proponent of the schools and is also in favor of keeping property values high.
Mary (last name inaudible)  253 Dix Avenue.  The resident indicated that she has two sons in the school system and is also a PTO co-president.  She stated that she received a superior education as a former Newington student and remarked that the education would not have been possible without the support of excellent teachers.  She advocated for the BOE and the BOE budget and noted that members of the community are a product of the school system.  She stated that the funding put into the schools provides an excellent rate of return.
Peter Arburr, 133 Tremont Street.  Mr. Arburr noted the proposed reconstruction of a portion of Garfield Street and the failed motion at the last Council meeting to terminate a portion of the funding.  He indicated that the Council voted to retain $600,000 in the project fund and noted that the funding currently has no designation.  He inquired about the reason for retaining and then not using the funding.  
Mike Johnson, 23 Welles Drive North.  Mr., Johnson stated that he is a 1989 graduate of Newington High School and a member of the gifted and talented program.  He spoke in support of the program.  He stated that society tends to fail top-level students and stated that they need to be challenged.  He urged the Council to help to continue to support these students.
Laura Bohlke, 85 Settlers Knoll.  Ms. Bohlke spoke in support of the BOE budget and the gifted and talented program.  Her son, Michael Bohlke, spoke regarding his experience in the gifted and talented program.  Michael is a current member of the Explore program in Newington.  He stated that he has had many experiences in the program, including making model volcanoes out of vinegar and baking soda, playing a stock market game with older students in high school and working on difficult logic puzzles.  
Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive (via telephone).  Ms. Lyons spoke of her experience with her daughter and stepson in the Newington school system.  She noted that her daughter was in the gifted program and remarked that her stepson was not challenged in school and may have been if he had the opportunity to take part in a gifted program.  Ms. Lyons remarked, however, that given a choice between programs for gifted students and programs for special needs students she would rather support those with special needs.

Gary Bolles, 28 Burdon Lane:  Me. Bolles spoke in support of the Town Council’s tentative budget and stated that the Council has done an excellent job.  He remarked that it is difficult to be fair to everyone.
ADJOURNMENT

Seeing no further comment, Mayor Woods adjourned the Public Hearing at 8:01 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jaime Trevethan
Executive Assistant to the Town Manager
Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507
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