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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street

Newington, Connecticut 06111
Mayor Stephen woods

MINUTES 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Conference Room L-101 Lower Level – Town Hall 

7:00 P.M.  

April 22, 2014
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:05 p.m. 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.  ROLL CALL 

Councilor Borjeson

Councilor Castelle

Councilor Cohen

Councilor Dinunzio

Councilor Klett – absent 
Councilor Marocchini

Councilor Nagel 
Mayor Woods

             Councilor McDonald – arrived at 8:20 p.m. 
Staff Attendees:

Jaime Trevethan, Executive Assistant 

Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council
III. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive:  She wanted to compliment the Economic Development Commission for the signs recently installed on Constitution Square. 
Michael Fox, 1901 Main Street:  He wanted to remind everyone that the Conservation Commission and Environmental Quality Commission would be conducting a town wide clean up on Saturday, at 9 a.m. at Constitution Square. Mayor Woods would be speaking to the group before they go to Cedar Mountain and some of the neighborhood parks in Town. The rain date was scheduled for May 11. 

Madeline Kenny, 53 Crestview Drive: She stated that everyone in Newington should think about Earth Day everyday and hoped people would remember to place trash in containers. 
IV. 
CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken)


A. Appointment of Auditor

Councilor Castelle commented the auditor was appointed for a three year term but each year by Town Charter the Town Council had to reappoint the auditor. This was the second of the three year term. 
Councilor Borjeson moved the following: 

RESOLVED:


Per Section 610 of the Newington Town Charter, the firm of _Blum Shapiro_________
is hereby appointed as auditor for the Town of Newington for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014; said firm agrees to file a complete report on or before December 15, 2014.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Dinunzio and the motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent).

V.
CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken Only by Waiving the Rules.)

Councilor Castelle moved to suspend the rules for the below items: John Wallace Middle School STEM Academy items (1, 2, 3), Newington High School Technical Project and Newington High School Code Compliance Project. 

The motion was seconded by Councilor Nagel and the motion passed 7 -0 (Councilor Klett, absent). 
A. John Wallace Middle School STEM Academy Items – PCB Abatement

1. Authorize the Board of Education to Apply/Accept a School Construction Grant

Councilor Castelle moved the following: 


RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council authorizes the Newington Board of Education to apply to the Commissioner of Education and to accept or reject a grant for the John Wallace Middle School PCB Abatement – STEM Academy Project. 

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent).
2. Establish a Building Committee

Councilor Castelle moved the following: 

RESOLVED, that the High School Code Compliance Project Building Committee is hereby charged as the building committee with regard to the John Wallace Middle School PCB Abatement – STEM Academy Project.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Nagel and passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent). 

3. Authorize the Preparation of Drawings/Specifications 

Councilor Castelle moved the following: 
RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby authorizes at least the preparation of schematic drawings and outline specifications for the for the John Wallace Middle School PCB Abatement – STEM Academy Project

The motion was seconded by Councilor Castelle and was passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent).
B. Martin Kellogg Middle School STEM Academy Project – Award Bid (Action Requested)

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 

RESOLVED:

That the Newington Town Council, pursuant to Chapter 8, Article X, Project Building Committees, of the Newington Code of Ordinances; and upon the recommendation of the School Career Technical Program Renovation Project Building Committee; hereby accepts the bid of Martindale and Salisbury Construction Company of Vernon, CT to perform the renovations at Martin Kellogg Middle School for the bio-engineering STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Program, for the fee of $571,732.

Councilor Castelle stated he would abstain from voting since one the principals of Martindale and Salisbury was his wife’s brother-in-law and on the advice of the Town Attorney it was suggested the Councilor recluse himself from the vote. 

Councilor Nagel said that the bids for the project came in over the allotted money and certain aspects of the project that were not essential were eliminated and could be added on at a later date. 

The motion was seconded by Councilor Nagel and passed 6 – 0 with 1 abstention (Councilor Castelle) and Councilor Klett-absent.  

C. Newington High School Career Technical Project - Appoint Architect 

Mr. Lou Jachimowicz explained to the Council that four possible candidates had been interviewed for the high school portion of the technical project. The committee consensus was that Quisenberry Arcari Architects of Farmington would be the preferred architect since they understood what the Town needed and were already working on the STEM projects at the middle schools. Councilor Castelle agreed that Quisenberry Arcari Architects had done the most research into what STEM was and clearly understood what the Town was looking for. Councilor Nagel agreed with the above and stated their previous work in Town had gone well. 
The item would be placed on the next Council agenda in May. 

D. Newington High School Code Compliance Project – Award Bid 

Councilor Nagel moved the following:  

RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council, pursuant to Chapter 8, Article X, Project Building Committees, of the Newington Code of Ordinances; and upon the recommendation of the School Code Compliance Committee; hereby accepts the bid of Pioneer Builders of Newington to perform the work on the Music area and Air Conditioning project work for a fee of $828,870.

Councilor Marocchini stated he would not vote on the item since Pioneer Builders was his employer.

Councilor Nagel explained the reason for the vote tonight was so that the work could proceed during the summer months and be completed by the time the students returned to school. The project involved storage needed since extra space was necessary to make the area handicapped accessible. 

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen. The motion passed 6 – 0 (Councilor Marocchini-abstained; Councilor Klett-absent). 
E. Bid Waiver – Fire Department Personal Protective Equipment

The Deputy Chief Robert Regina explained the department had gone out for quotes on protective equipment and would normally go through the bid process. This was also part of a grant applied for and received by the Town. Based on the technical specifications of the equipment he was asking for a waiver.   The cost was approximately $55k with 8% coming from their account and the remainder was the amount he was requesting a waiver for. During the bid process it was discovered that the vendor’s state contract had expired. They had two options 1) to apply for a waiver or 2) go out to bid again with vendors they had already received quotes from and would need to be very specific about the type of gear required. Councilor Borjeson commented he had talked to Jeff Baron and if he was comfortable with the situation. Mr. Baron indicated he was satisfied with moving forward on the equipment. 
F. Blight Update 

Jamie Trevethan gave the Council an overview of the current blighted properties and those that were closed or still in process.  She explained that blighted property was a very fluid situation and felt the Council should be updated more than once a year. In September there were three blighted properties which had been resolved and effective April 22, there were an additional four properties added to the list. 

Her presentation and information updates are attached. 
Mayor Woods wanted to explain to everyone that the Town could not go inside a person’s home but could only act on what was visible from the street. The backyard was also off limits unless it was visible from the street.   Mrs. Trevethan explained that a situation that involved hoarding would be the responsibility of the Health Department and that Department was also limited on when they could enter a home. 

Councilor Nagel inquired about a foundry that was not on the list. She explained it was considered a brown field as well as being a probate issue since there was no one who wanted to claim the building. The location will not be added to the blight list but will be addressed through other avenues. 
Councilor Cohen stated she appreciated the information and presentation from Jamie as well as the amount of time spent reaching out to the community to help clear up the properties. 

G. Discussion: Housing Needs Survey

Councilor Borjeson explained the Town had gone to HUD for funding for affordable housing, which was turned down because Newington wanted to restrict the housing to seniors. Housing Connection is an organization that does not have the same restrictions and was willing to give expertise by assisting in doing a town wide housing survey. Mayor Woods said the Chairman of (inaudible) Housing Association. He agreed to help the Town develop a survey to determine the needs of seniors. Councilor Borjeson commented that housing for the Millenniums could be looked at as well. He thought the survey could include the entire Town to determine all needs. The cost would be approximately $6,000 to cover the cost of printing and mailing. Councilor Nagel mentioned that a Town could not limit the new housing to just Newington residents so anyone from surrounding Towns would be eligible. Councilor Borjeson stated that he did not think the housing would bring an influx of new people to Town since statistics showed that a lot current residents would take advantage of the housing. 
Councilor Dinunzio thought it was something the Town needed to explore and asked for information on how a survey would be administered, what the response rate might be and how it would be compiled so the Council would have the needed information to move forward. 

Councilor Nagel asked if there would be an overlap between the proposed survey and the Economic Development Survey for Newington Junction. Mayor Woods indicated there might be some overlap but the proposed survey would be for the entire Town and not a particular area. 
VI. 
RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS 
A. Newington Town Council

Mayor Woods said Elizabeth McDonald would be replacing Councilor Baume who resigned due to health concerns in March. He explained that Mrs. McDonald would not be at the meeting due to a prior commitment. 
Councilor Borjeson moved the following: 

RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby makes the following appointment:

Newington Town Council
9 members, 2 year term

Party max.:  5

Remaining Members:  3 Rep., 5 Dem.

	Name
	Address
	Party
	Term
	Replaces

	Elizabeth McDonald
	56 Elton Drive
	D
	IMMED.-11/10/15
	A. Baume (resigned)


The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent). 
Councilor Borjeson moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby makes the following appointment(s):

12.
Board of Ethics

	Name
	Address
	Party
	Term
	Replaces

	Frank Marci 
	72 Southwood Road
	U
	Immed – 11/30/17
	F. Marci (term exp. 11/30/13)

	
	
	
	Immed – 11/30/17
	A. Skidgell (term exp. 11/30/13)

	Patricia Newhouse
	211 James Street
	U
	Immed – 11/30/16
	Vacant

	
	
	
	Immed – 11/30/16
	Vacant

	Alternate:
	
	
	Immed – 11/30/16
	Vacant


21.
STEM Academy Project Building Committee

3 Members: 2 NTC, 1 BOE

	Name
	Address
	Party
	Term
	Replaces

	NTC Rep:

Clarke Castelle
	167 Connecticut Avenue
	D
	NTC TERM
	n/a


The motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini and passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent). 
VII. 
TAX REFUNDS

Councilor Dinunzio moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


That property tax refunds in the amount of $1,441.88     are hereby approved in the individual amounts and for those named on the “Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of Taxes,” certified by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution.  

The motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini and passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent). 
VIII.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
A.
Regular Meeting, April 8, 2014
Councilor Cohen made a motion to accept the April 8, 2014, meeting minutes as submitted and was seconded by Councilor Marocchini. The motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Klett-absent). 
IX.
WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER TOWN 
AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND 
OFFICIALS AND THE PUBLIC
None
X.
 COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilor Borjeson stated on May 1, 7 p.m. in the Town Council Chambers a report would be given on recommendations on what could be done with the 100 acres around Newington Junction. The Town Council, TPZ, Economic Development and Planning and Zoning have been invited to attend. The possible recommendations might include housing, mixed use, parking, etc.  His second item concerned the report from the Metro Hartford Progress Points to be released shortly. Some of the results from the report were disturbing since it indicated that Hartford had a 38% poverty level and was ranked just behind Detroit, Camden, NJ and Flint. It showed that poverty was growing outside of the city limits and showed by the number of families and people the Town of Newington was helping. 
Councilor Nagel attended the School Code Compliance Committee and commented the last phase at the High School had been essentially completed with one sub-contractor asked to redo some work. Another contractor might be asked to complete the work if necessary within the amount of money that was available.  He also indicated the tennis courts were complete and there had been a ribbon cutting ceremony held recently. 
XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL
Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive:  She stated 1) she wanted to remind the public there was a scheduled Town Hall Renovation Committee meeting on April 28 at 5 p.m.  2) at the February 25 meeting Mrs. Benson asked about a turnaround being built on Elton Drive and Mrs. Lyons asked about the status of the request. 3) she asked about blight and if in a fenced in area the ordinance did not apply, did the Health Department become involved. She also asked if the current properties on the blight list were confidential or listed on the website 4) Mrs. Lyons applied for a Housing Rehabilitation Grant and wanted the public to know this money was available. 5) she asked about the number of Newington residents who reside at New Samaritan.   
XII.
REMARKS BY COUNCILORS
Councilor Nagel was concerned about code compliance now that various schools were being renovated and going through the compliance process. He hoped that whatever the project was there would be careful review of abatement for PCB’s, asbestos and that the material be removed in the most economical fashion. 
Councilor Dinunzio stated he felt it was important with all the renovations and projects planned that due diligence was done to ensure the costs were figured to include things like asbestos and PCB’s. 

Councilor Castelle had been reviewing the Town foreclosure numbers which had been running 12 – 18 per month and was pleased and hopeful that a new trend had started since March showed only four foreclosures. 

Councilor Cohen stated the report from Human Services did not show a rosy picture in Town.

Mayor Woods stated he had attended a meeting at the DOT to preview the marketing plans for the Busway. The opening date had been moved from October 2015 to March 2015 and construction continued to go well. He felt they needed to stress the time saving aspect of using the Busway and stated ticketing would be done via phone with a barcode and were working on other ideas. Mayor Woods indicated the Town Engineer was developing a plan for a cul-de-sac or hammerhead on Elton Drive and when finished would be presented to the Town Council and then placed on the CIP. 

He said he understood Mrs. Lyons question regarding the number of Newington residents who live at New Samaritan and the Town was trying to enable current residents to stay in Town. 
XIII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION RE: TOWN POLICY/PROCEDURE REVIEW
This will be postponed and held at the next Town Council meeting. 
XIV.
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Marocchini moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. and was seconded by Councilor Cohen. The motion passed 7 - 0 (Councilor Klett-absent). 
Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Irish-Simpson
Clerk of the Council 
Attach.
Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507

townmanager@newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov
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