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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street

Newington, Connecticut 06111
Mayor Stephen woods

MINUTES 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Conference Room L-101 Lower Level – Town Hall 

7:00 P.M.  

March 25, 2014
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:00 p.m. 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.  ROLL CALL 

Councilor Baume – Absent 
Councilor Borjeson

Councilor Castelle

Councilor Cohen

Councilor Dinunzio

Councilor Klett – left meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
Councilor Marocchini

Councilor Nagel 
Mayor Woods

Staff Attendees:

John Salomone, Town Manager

Jamie Trevethan, Executive Assistant 

Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council
III. 
AWARDS/PROCLAMATIONS

A.
National Public Health Week

Mayor Woods moved the following: 
WHEREAS, the American Public Health Association has proclaimed April 7 through April 13, 2014 as National Public Health Week; and

WHEREAS, this year's theme is “Public Health Starts Here” and focuses on the return 
of the role of public health and prevention in the new world of health care delivery; and

WHEREAS, the public health system that keeps our communities healthy and safe is changing as technologies advance, public attitudes toward health shift, and more health and safety options become available through policy changes such as the Affordable Care Act; and

WHEREAS, National Public Health Week reminds us each year of the fundamental role 
that our own state and local health departments play every day in the health of our communities; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Newington, together with its neighboring towns of Wethersfield, Berlin and Rocky Hill, receives quality public health services through its regional health department, the Central Connecticut Health District, now in its 17th year of service; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby proclaims April 7, 2014 to April 13, 2014 as NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK in Newington, Connecticut.  I encourage all citizens to join me in this celebration by acknowledging the importance of public health activities in improving our local quality of life and taking action to improve and support the health of the entire community, including our own health and well-being.

The proclamation was accepted by Maggie           , from the Board of Health. She thanked the Council for the proclamation and explained the group was going through a transition period due to the retirement of the previous director. The group was in the process of preparing for accreditation that standardized services and the care public health programs provided. She looked forward to working with the Council and the community in achieving the accreditation. 
Councilor Cohen stated she was pleased with the services and care received for the residents and looked forward to the continued high quality of service. Councilor Nagel congratulated the CT Central Health District and pledged continued support from the Council in whatever situations would arise. 

Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive: Thanked the District for their services to seniors and for the good they did for the Town of Newington. 

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Baume, absent). 

IV. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Amy Morris, 216 Goodale Drive:  She had two concerns. 1) She asked for the Council to support the Board of Education budget since it was one of the best in the State and one reason why she moved to Town. 2) She expressed concern about her street and the fast moving cars not stopping for the stop sign which caused safety issues for the numerous children and families on the street. She requested the Council review the issue and determine if speed bumps, sidewalks or increased enforcement would help the problem.  
V.
REMARKS BY COUNCILORS
Councilor Cohen stated each year the Council received from Ann Harter an annual audited Town financial report and have not received an audited report from the Board of Education. She requested the information as to where funds were spent not in the operating budget. It would include State and Federal grants received by the Board of Education directly. Councilor Cohen commented it was difficult for the Town Council to determine what taxes were needed from residents when all the funds could not be accounted for. 
Councilor Klett stated safety was an issue on Goodale Drive and asked if information could be received from the Police Department on the problem. Councilor Nagel agreed with Councilor Klett and had personally witnessed cars racing around the corner of Goodale. He felt it was a serious situation and should be looked into. Councilor Castelle was familiar with the issue on Goodale and the fact there were no sidewalks on the street which made the road very dangerous. Councilor Borjeson commented there was a document which ranked the traffic on various roads in Town and perhaps it would be a good idea to review it. Mayor Woods asked Mr. Salomone to get a report from the Police Department regarding the road. Mr. Salomone indicated the Town might possibly look into installing sidewalks which would make it safer for pedestrians. 
VI. 
CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken)


A. Set Tentative Budget – Fiscal Year 2014-15 

The Town Council voted on each item change by a voice or roll call vote. The complete changes are attached.  The following is a list of those non-unanimous changes made on a roll call vote and their result. 
ADJUSTMENT TO 2014-2015 TOWN MANAGER BUDGET

Item 7:  Increase Board of Education Budget - $140,000

Mayor Woods stated the amount was a compromise reached with the Board of Education that would increase their operating budget by that amount. 

Councilor Klett stated she had received the changes to the budget at 4:22 p.m. Tuesday and had not had a chance to review the changes before the meeting. She stated a bi-partisan sub-committee had been appointed to review the Board of Education figures and felt Councilor Nagel should have been included in the meeting to reach the $140,000. Councilor Cohen stated that in the past each party would come up with their own cut/add list and what was before the Council was the Democrat list. Mayor Woods indicated he was told the sub-committee was stalemated and had not planned any further meetings. Councilor Dinunzio stated he was not comfortable with the figure and would abstain from the voting. 
The motion passed 5 – 0 with 3 abstentions (Councilor Baume, absent) 
Yes: Councilors: Borjeson, Castelle, Cohen, Marocchini, Mayor Woods

Abstained: Councilors Dinunzio, Klett, Nagel

Councilor Baume, absent

Item 12: Increase CIP Park and Playfield Improvements - $50,000

Councilor Nagel asked about the increase and was told it brought the figure up to the original Department request of $125,000. The Town Manager decreased the amount to $75,000 and because of some items not to be done in CIP. the Council felt the money could be increased. The neighborhood parks were important and had been neglected for many years. Councilor Klett asked for an update from Mr. Salomone regarding the amount of money that had been put into park improvements. Mr. Salomone indicated that since 1987 money had been set aside and five years ago spending increased to $100k. The total amounted appropriated was $913,000 and the Town spent $755,000 with a balance of approximately $158,000. The motion passed 5 – 3 (Councilor Baume, absent). 
Yes: Councilors Borjeson, Castelle, Cohen, Marocchini, Mayor Woods

No: Councilors Dinunzio, Klett, Nagel

Councilor Baume, absent

Item 13: Change Garfield Street Realignment to include Town Hall Site Improvements - ($100,000)
Councilor Nagel asked why the realignment was included when the project might not happen. Mayor Woods said the realignment was part of the Town Hall renovation project and some sort of action would be taken at a later date to possibly build a parking lot. The motion passed 5 – 2 with 1 abstention (Councilor Baume, absent). 
Yes: Councilors Borjeson, Castelle, Cohen, Marocchini, Mayor Woods
No: Councilors Klett, Nagel

Abstain: Councilor Dinunzio

Councilor Baume, absent 

Councilor Dinunzio made a motion to remove the $650,000 from the Garfield Street/Town Hall Site Improvement Plan. The motion was seconded by Councilor Klett and failed 3 – 5 on a roll call vote. 
Yes:  Councilors Dinunzio, Klett, Nagel

No: Councilors Borjeson, Castelle, Cohen, Marocchini, Mayor Woods

ADJUSTMENTS TO 2014-2015 TOWN MANAGER BUDGET FOR LOCIP FUND

Item 3:  Delete Pickens Drive – ($68,000)

Yes: Councilors Borjeson, Castelle, Cohen, Marocchini, Mayor Woods

No: Councilors Dinunzio, Klett, Nagel

Councilor Baume, absent 

ADJUSTMENTS TO 2014-2015 TOWN MANAGER BUDGET FOR LOCIP FUND
Item 3: Delete Pickens Lane – ($68,000)

Yes:  Councilors Borjeson, Castelle, Cohen, Marocchini, Mayor Woods

No: Councilors Dinunzio, Klett, Nagel

Councilor Baume, absent 

Councilor Dinunzio made the comment that it was difficult to decide what the priority for road maintenance should be and hoped that those not in the budget this year could be done in the near future. Mayor Woods indicated the amount to be raised by taxes was $86,703,762 which equated to a mill rate of $34.77. The increase was 3.4% in the mill rate. 
B. Fair Housing Month

Mayor Woods moved the following: 

WHEREAS, all American citizens are afforded a right to full and equal housing opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice; and

WHEREAS, State and Federal Fair Housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, marital status, age, mental or physical disability, lawful source of income, sexual orientation, or familial status, be given equal access to rental and homeownership opportunities and be allowed to make free choices regarding housing location; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Newington is committed to upholding these laws and realizes that these laws must be supplemented by an Affirmative Statement publicly endorsing the right of all people to full and equal housing opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby endorses a Fair Housing Policy to ensure equal opportunity for all persons to rent, purchase and obtain financing for adequate housing of their choice on a non-discriminatory basis; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Manager of the Town of Newington or his/her designated representative is responsible for responding to and assisting any person who alleges to be the victim of any illegal discriminatory housing practices in the Town of Newington.

Councilor Cohen seconded the motion and the motion passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Baume, absent). 

C. CRCOG Regional Performance Grant Incentive Program

Councilor Borjeson moved the following: 

WHEREAS, section 4-124s as amended by Section 251 and 253 of Public Act 13-247 passed by the Connecticut General Assembly provides statewide incentive grants to regional planning organizations for projects that involve shared services;  and

WHEREAS, the Capitol Region Council of Governments is acting as a convener and facilitator of service sharing projects around the CRCOG region; and 

WHEREAS, on October 23, 2013 the Policy Board of CRCOG passed a resolution authorizing development and submittal of an application package to the State Office of Policy and Management for funding under the Regional Performance Incentive Grant Program, on behalf of the Council’s member municipalities, and municipalities of other regions, which are participating in Council initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Elected Officials and municipal staff of the Capitol Region have developed a list of service sharing project proposals that will be included in this application package, to the benefit of individual municipalities and the region as a whole; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Newington has expressed an interest in taking part in the project proposal(s) entitled

1. Regional Data / Disaster Recovery Center 

2. Human Resources On-line Clearinghouse and Templates 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council does hereby endorse the above referenced Regional Performance Incentive Program project proposal and authorizes the Town Manager to sign all necessary agreements and take all necessary actions to allow for the Town’s participation in this program.

Councilor Nagel seconded the motion and it passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Baume, absent). 

VII. 
CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS 

A. 2015 Historic Documents Preservation Grant


Mr. Salomone commented the grant had been continued for several years and the Town was fortunate to continue to receive it in the amount of $6,500. The grant would continue the ability of the Town Clerk to preserve documents and there would be a resolution at the next meeting. 
B. Discussion:  Town Council Rules of Procedure

Councilor Borjeson stated there were two changes the committee wanted to make. The first was the placement of items on the agenda. Currently a member of the Town Council could have an item placed on the agenda by contacting the Town Manager at least five days prior to the meeting. The new wording would be: “A member of the Town Council may have an item placed on the agenda by contacting the Majority or Minority Leader of the Town Council or one of their designees prior to the agenda setting meeting.” The second item proposed was to eliminate the Remarks by Councilors at the beginning of the meeting and maintain the Remarks by Councilors at the end of the meeting. 

Councilor Klett reviewed the rules of procedures on file through 1994 at the Town Clerk’s office.  In the past a Council member had been able to contact the Town Manager to place an item on the agenda either five or seven days ahead of time. The agenda setting meeting was not a public meeting but an informal one at the Town Manager’s office. She felt the language of the new procedure would limit the ability of a Town Councilor to represent the public they were elected to serve. Councilor Klett felt it was important for a Councilor to be able to call the Town Manager and not have to go through a minority or majority leader to add an item. 
Councilor Nagel agreed with Councilor Klett and the impression the new wording might diminish the ability of a Council member to participate in the manner in which they were elected. Councilor Dinunzio was troubled with the new wording but realized there was a need for a process to set an agenda for each meeting. He hoped that if he had an agenda item he could bring it to Councilors Nagel or Borjeson to be honored and added. 

Councilor Cohen said she did not recall any reference in the Rules of Procedure to the agenda setting meeting or any request in the past not being put on the agenda even if at the last minute. She suggested the new rule read, “will have” instead of “may have”, which was clearer and would avoid confusion. Mayor Woods indicated the new procedure was not punitive since all members would be held to it no matter what party they belonged to. He felt the seven day window was realistic and would enable the Town Manager and staff to prepare for the meetings. 
VIII.
RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS - None
IX.
TAX REFUNDS (Action Requested)

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 

RESOLVED:


That property tax refunds in the amount of $1,517.58      are hereby approved in the individual amounts and for those named on the “Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of Taxes,” certified by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution.  

Councilor Nagel seconded the motion and the motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Baume, absent/Councilor Klett left meeting at 8:40 p.m.)

X.
 Minutes of Previous Meetings


A. Public Hearing – Town manager’s Proposed Budget, March 11, 2014

Councilor Cohen moved to accept the minutes and the motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini. The motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Baume/Klett, absent)


B. Regular Meeting, March 11, 2014

Councilor Cohen moved to accept the minutes and the motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini. The motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Baume/Klett, absent).

XI.
WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER 
TOWN OFFICIALS 
AND THE PUBLIC AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER 
GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS 
AND THE PUBLIC
None
XII.
COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS

None
XIII.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive:  She was curious about 1) the CIP amounts where there were increases/decreases changes that were shown and in other cases, changes were not shown. She felt the dollars spent on Market Square would be money well spent. 2) With regard to public participation she felt that Mrs. Morris was patient in waiting through most of the meeting although most people did not wait. Mrs. Lyons felt that the change to eliminate the first Remarks by Councilors was ill advised since the people who spoke usually had a question, and she felt they deserved a prompt answer either at the beginning of the meeting or through a letter to the individual. Since Goodale was a safety issue, she felt Mrs. Morris should have been given an answer before the end of the meeting. Mrs. Lyons asked about the money allocated for the various neighborhood parks and wondered what parks had been refurbished at what cost. 
XIV.
REMARKS BY COUNCILORS

Mayor Woods remarked that fixing of the roads list might not make sense to residents but with more need than money, priorities had to be set. He said that he would ask Mr. Till to give him a list of all the items done in the parks, which he would give to Mrs. Lyons. 
Councilor Nagel said he had attended the Business Showcase, which was excellent and well attended. Councilor Dinunzio agreed with Councilor Nagel about the Showcase and thought it was great to see the participation of the various departments in Town. 

Councilor Borjeson reminded everyone the canopy at the Senior Center would be officially open at 10 a.m. Wednesday and all were invited to attend the ceremony. 

XV.
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Borjeson moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. and was seconded by Councilor Cohen. The motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilor Baume, absent/Councilor Klett left meeting at 8:40 p.m.)

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Irish-Simpson
Clerk of the Council 
Attach.
Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507

townmanager@newingtonct.gov
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