TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 CEDAR STREET
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06111

John L. Salomone
Town Manager

MAYOR STEPHEN WOODS

MINUTES
NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL

Conference Room L-101 Lower Level — Town Hall
7:00 P.M.

June 25, 2013

The mesting was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:00 p.m.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

I1. ROLL CALL
Councilor Borjeson
Councilor Bottalico
Counciior Castelle
Councilor Cohen
Councilor DelBucno
Councilor Klett
Councilor McBride
Councilor Nagel
Mayor Woods

Staff Attendees:

John Salomone, Town Manager
Jamie Trevethan, Execulive Assistant
Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council

I, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Charles LaVoie, 111 Superior Avenue: Mr. LaVoie commented on the cancellation of the recent Soccer
Tournament by the Town Manager and Bruce Till, which cost the group a lot of money. He felt it was a
poor decision since it affected many businesses in Town, and players and teams were unable to play. He
felt it was cancelied due o the potential damage {o the fields and stated the grass could have been fixed
and the tournament people would have been willing to help with the effort. Mr. LaVoie felt the decision
ruined the tournament for thousands of people and the officials did not realize the magnitude of the event
especially since it was the 20" anniversary of the tournament.
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Mary Udice, 26 Dalewocd Road: As a member of the Parks and Rec Commission, she felt the decision to
cancel the Soccer Tournament was a good decision and fully supported it. Mrs. Udice stated that children
playing in the tournament could have been injured due to the condition of the fields. The fields were
saturated with water; and if the children ran on the fields, they would have been torn up. She indicated
that people did not realize the amount of work that would have been involved in repair of the fields to
have them ready by the Fall. Mrs. Udice questioned that if any of the children were injured during the
tournament, what would have been the reaction of the parents at that point. She hoped in the future the
organizers would develop a contingency plan.

Sebastian D (no address given): He represented the Portuguese Soccer feams in Newington and
expressed concern about the availability of Martin Kellogg's field because of the drainage issues. He
stated when conditions were bad, the league did not allow the team to play on the field. In conversations
with Parks and Rec some repairs had been done; however, additional renovations needed to be done so
players could use it on a more regular basis. He thought there might be a need for drains to be installed
along with possibly regrading of the field. He further stated a lot of fields were being used by children in
Town and the same fields were off limits to adults and felt sports should be encouraged by all individuals
in Town.

V. REMARKS BY COUNCILORS

Councilor Bottalico stated that in response to Mr. LaVoie's concern, the Town Councit did not have
anything to do with the decision made to cancel the Soccer Tournament. He agreed with Mrs. Udice that
most events schedule a rain date and the Soccer Tournament should consider that for the future.

Councilor DelBuono agread with Councilor Bottalico that the Town Council did not make the decision to
cancel the tournament; however, she did state she understocd the magnitude of the tournament, which
was a wonderful event. She commented the decision was made not just due to grass but also to the
safely of the children playing. The weekend weather was nice but the condition of the fields was not good.

Mayer Woods commented he had walked the fields on Friday and found they were saturated. He stated
the tournament needed ten fields and only a small portion of the Town’s field were usable that weekend.
If games had been played, the fields would have been ruined; however, the more important factor was
that children would have been injured. The officials struggled with the decision since they knew the
tournament was very important to the soccer association. The fields are used year round by all the
children and are not just there for a fundraising tournament. Unfortunately, with the amount of rain
received there was only so much that could be done, The Mayor stated it was the right decision for the
Town but not the right decision for the soccer association, He stated there was a recent meeting with the
soccer league and the Town Manager and indicated there was a new procedure for next year, which
involved developing contingency plans.

V. CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS
A. Senior and Disabled Center Roof Architect

Councitor Castelle indicated there were revised minutes of the final commiitee meeting and stated that a
canopy would cover both the east entrance to the building and the side door from the auditorium with
handrails on at least one side. The committee voted unanimously on the choice of Kaestle Boos Assoc.
Councilor Nage! added that by passing the resolution it would allow for the roof of the Senior Center to be
done hefore next winter.

Councilor Castelle moved the following:

RESOLVED:

That the Newington Town Council, pursuant to Chapter 8, Article X, Project
Building Committees, of the Newington Code of Ordinances; and upon the
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recommendation of the Senior and Disabled Center Roof Replacement Project Building
Committee; hereby accepts the RFP of Kaestle Boos Associates of New Britain, CT to
perform project architect services for the Senior and Disabled Center roof project, for the
fee of $25,000.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Borjeson and the motion passed 9 - 0.

VI, CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS
A. Presentation: Newington Volunteer Ambulance

Scott Woods, past Chief of the NVA, presented the attached information to the Town Council.

Mayor Woods asked if the roof was currently teaking or had the leaks been fixed. Mr. Woods answered
that it was a 25 year old roof but was not leaking at the current time. Mr. Salomone indicated the area that
had a skylight had been repaired four or five years ago and the main part of the roof had not been
replaced.

Councilor Bottalico asked if the driveway of the NVA was on the CIP and Mr. Salomone indicated it was
under the $100,000 amount set aside each year for repair of Town buildings, the temporary patch was
well done and the total repair could be done by next Spring.

Coungcilor Castelle asked about the soaring cost of workers' compensation and Mr. Woods indicated
several laws had been changed at the State level to lessen the cost to NVA but was stilt a large portion of
the hudget.

Councilor Nage! stated the NVA was greatly appreciated and was pleased with their promptness and
services when he used them on several occasions. He asked about the repair of the roof and Mr.
Salomone indicated he did not think there was money in the CIP for the roof but would not need a
referendum since the cost would not be that high. He indicated it was not in the five year projection since
there were other roofs in Town that had higher priority. Mayor Woods assured Scoit the roof would not be
forgotten.

B. OPM Grant: Building Bridges Between Youth and Police Program

John Salomone stated the Town received a $10,000 Department of Office and Policy Management grant
to establish a program between youth and Police. The grant was a joint project between Human Services
and the Police Department. The grant would identify at risk youth and was a proactive, exciting program.
He also stated the program would not just be at the high school ievel but would include middle school
youth as well, At the next Council meeting, a resolution wouid be presented to authorize the Town
Manager to execute the agreement, which the State required.

Councitor Cohen stated she had seen various resource officers who had special qualities in dealing with
the youth of the Town. The grant would allow other police officers who don't have the same talent to be
trained to better relate to the youth and the youth to the Police. She felt it was an exciting program.

Coungcifor DelBuone commented she was very impressed with the program and how it would help the
Police understand the youth and vice versa. This could be a very valuable asset to Newington and was
excited about the program moving forward.

Councilor Borjeson felt it was tremendous to have the dialogue between the youth and Police and a good
tool for getting youth to trust police. The program could foster understanding and security and was excited
about the grant.

ViIl. RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS
A. Town Plan and Zoning Commission
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1. Accept Resignation of David Pruett

Councilor Borjeson moved the following:
RESOLVED:

That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of David Pruett as a
member of the Town Plan and Zoning Commission, in accordance with correspondence dated
June 11, 2013,

The motion was seconded by Gouncilor McBride and the motion passed 9 - 0.

Councilor Cohen stated the resignation was a huge loss to the Town since Mr. Pruett had been a great
asset and thanked him for his service. The Mayor agreed with Councilor Cohen and indicated he had
heen involved in football while working as a mail man as well as Chairman of the Town Plan and Zoning
Commission for years.

Councilor Bottalico hated to see him go since he was a good friend. Councilor Borjeson indicated he was
the third person he had heard about who moved to Berlin and it showed the need for 55+ housing in
Newington.

2. Appoint a Replacement (TBD)
B. Board of Parks and Recreation
1. Accept Resignation of Jeff Perilio

Councilor DelBuono moved the following:
RESOLVED:

That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of Jeff Perillo as a
member of the Town Parks & Recreation Commission, in accordance with correspondence dated
June 12, 2013,

The motion was seconded by Councilor Bottalico and the metion passed 9 - 0.

Mayor Woods stated he was a good man and wished him well as he left public life.
Councilor Borieson moved the following:

4, Central Connecticut Health District Board of Health
Name Address Party Term Replaces
Margaret Hanbury 215 Candlewyck Drive D 7113 — 6130116 M. Hanbury (term
exp. 6/30/13)

The motion was seconded by Councilor Cohen and the motion passed 9-0.

VIll. Tax Refunds

Councilor DetBuono moved the following:
RESOLVED:

That property tax refunds In the amount of $107.64 _are hereby approved In the Individual
amounts and for those named on the “Requests for Refund of an Cverpayment of Taxes,” certified
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by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached fo this resolution.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Nage! and the motion passed 9 - 0.

IX. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Action Requested)
A, June 11, 2013

Counciler Castelle indicated he wanted to change the wording regarding the architect for the Senior
Center Roof. He had referred to them as “contractor” and wanted to change the word to “architect”

Councilor Cohen moved to accept the meeling minutes as amended. The motion was seconded by
Councilor Borjeson, The motion passed 8 — 0 (Councitor McBride, abstained).

X. WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER TOWN
AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND
OFFICIALS AND THE PUBLIC

John Salomone commented there was a recent Slatewide emergency preparadness drill, which was
similar to one conducted about a year ago. The drill went welt and was staffed like any of the recent %
emergencies they had handled. He thanked all the staff for participating. The Town Manager indicated |
there was a gap in the services provided to those individuals in the sheiter who needed assisted living
type of care. He was looking into having the Health District and the school nurses used as resources in
the future.

XL COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS

None

Xll.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION — IN GENERAL (In Person/Via Telephone)
(3 MINUTE TIME LIMIT PER SPEAKER ON ANY ITEM)

None

Xlll.  REMARKS BY COUNCILORS

Councilor Bottalico asked Mr. Salomone about the progress made eliminating some of the boards and
commissions that were no fonger needed. Mr. Salomone indicated they had to determine which shouid be
closed and then the commissions must develop a final report, which was a problem. Some of the
commissions were not used but still needed. If there were no commissions members, it was difficult to get
a final report,

Councilor DelBuono asked the Town Manager o give an update on the blasting that was a concern of a
resident at the last meeting. He indicated he had found it was a onetime occurrence. There were no other
records of complaints at the quarry, was not a wide spread event and was not pinned down to any one
day. He was not 100% it was a blast event and could have been a dust event since a certain amount of
dust was created in the area. Mr. Salomone indicated there was no need to have the Balf Committee to
meet on the issue.

Councilor Nagel commented on the following:

1. When would the intersection at Newington Junction be completed?

John Salomone staied there would be a change in the signal because that was where the pedestrian
waikway ended for the busway portion. The walkway would leave the busway at Chapman Street and



would go up parallel to where the retaining wall would be and cross over to the new parking area. The
geometry of the intersection would not change at this point.

2. The lowering of the bridge on Cedar Street:
The Town Manager indicated it was happening and was separate from the busway project. He anticipated
minimal lane closures and work would be completed before the busway.

3. Large piece of equipment on Deming-Young Farm property:

Mr. Salomone stated there was an agreement with the contractor who was working with MDC to park
equipment on the site. The project was late in starting but the equipment will be temporary. Eventually a
trailer would be placed there and the contractor would be restoring the area when the project was
completed. Mr. Salomone indicated a water and sewer connection would be added fo the Farm, which
was a plus for the Town. He hoped the project would start by the middie of July and complete by the end
of November.

4. Antigue Car Show: Councllor Nagel stated it was a wonderful event with good weather and
conhgratulated everyone who was involved.

Councilor Borjeson stated the busway was on time and on budget. The project would cause two
weekends of disruption when equipment was brought in which showed how much technology had
advanced. He commented they were waiting for the final report on Newington Junction and when
received it might address some of the land in the area and certain issues regarding the dangerous
intersections.

Councitor Klett asked Mr. Salomone regarding the following:

1. Balf blasting: She asked if they were required to keep a blasting log and if so, were they requirad {o
turn the log over to a representative of the Town. Mr. Salomone indicated the citizen was concerned
about his business and there was no blasting for the busway. He said there was pile driving but it would
be a distance from the resident's business but might have caused dust. It was the enly complaint he had
received and it was difficult to pin the event down. Mr. Salomone stated there would be blasting on the
MDC project on Church Street and asked the MDC for a report that he will submit to the Council. The
project was a sewer replacement project requiring a depth of 18' in some areas since it would be a gravity
system with no pump.

2. Damage to homes from blasting: Mr. Salomone indicated the MDC would be responsible. The blasting
contractor would be doing a pre-blast survey of each house within 100" of the site to review each for
foundation cracks, etc.

3. Would some of the commissions require charter revision to eliminate them: Mr. Salomone stated the
commissions stated in the charter were recently reviewed and were needed. The ones in question were
building committees where the project was completed but no final report had been done.

4. Citizen’s concern regarding the noise from the train whisties: Mr. Salomone stated the citizen was
about 2 mile from the construction and had two major concerns. The first was a transient concern
because the whistle was used a fot more than in the past. According to law, the train must use the whistie
when there was construction on the track right away. The second concern was about whether or not a
sound barrier would be built. The wall being built on the Chapman side of the street was a retaining wall
that was part of the bridge. Councilor Borjeson indicated they were waiting for a decibel test report from
the DOT.

Councilor Bottalico commended the MDC on the blasting done on Church Street since they did a survey
and took pictures of the homes prior o blasting.

Mayer Woods commented on the recent Newington Amateur Radio League Hamfest. For a 24 hour
period they ran on emergency power and conducted demonstrations for the public. The League are not
first responders but are on call as pre and post emergencies responders. He congratulated them on a
great event.




Councilor Borjeson sfated there were about six commissions Councilor DelBuono and he had discussed
about doing away with. He thought it was time to determine how to close them and put them back on the
radar to be taken care of.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT

Councilor Bottalico moved to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. and the motion was seconded by Counciler Borjeson.
The motion passed 9 - 0.

Respectfully Submitted,

C.Dé(m.aflbc _//L(d/(, -‘)‘ )

~ b
Linda Irish-Simpson “yHT 6
Clerk of the Council
Aftach.
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