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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street

Newington, Connecticut 06111
Mayor Stephen woods

MINUTES 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
To provide an opportunity for interested individuals to express their views on the following proposed Resolution:

Resolution authorizing an appropriation of $30,373,970 for the town hall/community center project and the financing of said appropriation by the issuance of general obligation bonds of the town and notes in anticipation of such bonds in an amount not to exceed $30,373,970, as well as establishing a date for a referendum.

Conference Room L-101 Lower Level – Town Hall 
7:00 P.M. 
June 24, 2014
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Woods at 7:10 p.m. in the Auditorium after being moved from L101 due to the large group of residents who wished to participate. 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.  ROLL CALL 


Councilor Borjeson


Councilor Castelle


Councilor Cohen – absent 

Councilor Dinunzio


Councilor Klett  


Councilor Marocchini


Councilor McDonald


Councilor Nagel 


Mayor Woods
Staff Attendees:

John Salomone, Town Manager 

Jamie Trevethan, Executive Assistant 

Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council
John Salomone gave a presentation on the project, which is attached. 

III. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Dorothy Revzon, 333 Hillcrest Avenue: She requested and supported the concept of two plans for the referendum. The first would be renovating both the Town Hall and the Community Center and two was for the renovation of Town Hall and a new Community Center. She also felt it should be held in November during the regular voting process to maximize participation. Mrs. Revzon wanted to know what would happen to the Park and playground if a new complex was built. She mentioned the possibility of limiting the renovation to a new heating and cooling system and if new offices were needed, build onto the existing building. The atrium was beautiful but was a cosmetic luxury and wanted to see a line item budget for all costs in the project. 
John Slusarski, 40 Grandview Drive: He thanked the Council for their hard work on the project but had concerns regarding wants and needs for the project. He received an email from a Town employee using a Town email list to encourage people to attend the public hearing. Mr. Slusarski felt it was inappropriate and hoped the same individual would not send out another email asking voters to vote for the project. He stated the referendum should be held in November since more people would participate. He also was concerned about the CIP projects that would not be done due to the renovation and warned residents that their taxes would go up in order to do those projects. 

Kurt Hoehne, 297 Walsh Avenue:  He felt the project should be scaled back and felt two buildings were not necessary. The atrium was nice but not needed.
Gary Bolles, 28 Burdon Lane: He felt the referendum needed to be two separate questions. The first was for renovation of the Town Hall and a separate Community Center and two would be for the renovation of the current Town Hall and Community Center. To have only one option was too restrictive and all or nothing was bad. Mr. Bolles asked if the new Center was a need or a want and felt it was a want. He said the Town Hall could be renovated along with the Community Center. It had been done with the Police Department in the past with the old area used for the Building and Engineering Department. 

Patty Foley, 51 Crown Ridge:  She had concerns about the project and that all costs had not been covered. The 20/20 Plan referenced the campus, but one part of the campus was excluded in the current plan. The renovation would cost the taxpayers $1.2 million a year for the length of the bond issue. Additional projects would have to be deferred for a longer period of time. Mrs. Foley felt the August date was not a good idea and thought more time should be given to understand the project. 
Beth DelBuono, 327 Walsh Avenue:  She did not disagree that there were needed renovations to Town Hall since the slides indicated the issues. Mrs. DelBuono asked about considerations regarding solar energy, geothermal technologies, etc. and how the renovations would affect the Library and parking for it. She felt open space was important and the Community Center would take away from it.  If the pool was moved, she was concerned about the cost and was not sure if the money was figured into the proposal. Mrs. DelBuono commented that the money from CIP was worthwhile but would leave less for other projects. The August date was too early since many residents would be on vacation, too short a time for residents to review the plan and felt November was better so more people could vote on it. 
Madeline Kenny, 53 Crestview Drive:  She thanked everyone involved in the process and especially Councilor Castelle who was available to answer any of her questions. She made the following points: 1) the August referendum: accommodations were made for the architect and wanted to know what the rush was for an early date. The cost of the referendum was $26k and would not allow the residents time to be informed on the project. 2) what was the plan if the referendum did not pass 3) was the project a list of wants or needs 4) could it be done differently to allow the preservation of green space. 

Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive:  She thanked the residents for attending the meeting. Mrs. Lyons felt the Town Hall renovation was being held hostage and the Community Center was the ransom. Based on the meetings she had attended over the last 18 months, she would be voting No on it. If it failed, how many referendums could be held and was there a percentage of voters who needed to vote to make it legal she asked. Mrs. Lyons wanted to see the master plan, which she had asked for many times. She stated she was in favor of renovating Town Hall and wondered about the environmental impact, which had not been mentioned during the previous presentation. 
Cele Deschler, 65 Constance Leigh Drive: She had lived in town for 70 years and loved it. She felt it was obvious the public was not in favor of having two projects and did not want to lose any more open space in Town. Mrs. Deschler stated the Town Hall was a monstrosity but had been for over 30 years and wanted the Council to build something all could be proud of when completed. 

Gail Budrejko, 21 Isabelle Terrace: She felt the Town Hall needed to be renovated but questioned the need for a standalone Community Center. Destroying Mill Pond Park for the project was not something she was in favor of. She wondered if the wants of Parks and Rec were distinguished from the needs of the department and were other options considered and explored.  The parks were used for teams, etc. but also for walking on trails, biking, pickup games of soccer or just enjoying the view from a bench. She felt a standalone building would destroy Mill Pond Park and would turn it into a cluttered urban playground. 
Nelson Reis, 26 Mallard Lane: He has been a taxpayer for the past 13 years and grew up in Town. He felt the Council should listen to the people since the tax burden has continued to grow. He felt the Town Hall needed to be fixed and should not be held ransom to the Community Center. 
Larry Moore, 58 Cambria Avenue: He stated he was a business owner in Town and drove by the busway each day, which was just wasted money. Mill Pond Park sold him years ago on moving to Town and felt it was too crowded now without a new building. Town Hall and the Rec Center should be rebuilt on the same site without wasting money. 
Charles LaVoie, 111 Superior Avenue: He thanked everyone for their hard work on the project but felt the referendum should be held in November and not August. A November date would allow more people to participate in the vote and was sure the construction company could work around a later date. 

Tom Bowen, 22 Woods Way: He thanked Maddy and Rose for attending so many meetings over the past 18 months. He felt some of the graphs in the presentation were misleading since CIP was under the pay-as-you-go but was actually made up of two parts 1) the bonding and 2) pay-as-you-go. In the past all money in the pay-as-you-go was used each year for school and town projects. Going forward there would be needs that could not be met. To meet the needs the Town could put them off or raise taxes. Mr. Bowen stated with a new building there would be added costs for maintenance, heat, A/C, lights, new roof and boiler in 20 years, etc. He felt the new building would be an eyesore as well. Mr. Bowen said the referendum should be held in November and not August. 

Gail Slusarski, 40 Grandview Drive:  She agreed that the referendum should be held in November and not August. She felt the referendum should be a choice and not a win or lose proposition. 

Mike Lonergan, 485 Maple Hill Avenue: He stated that a new building would add another fixed expense to the Town that would not go away. He felt with the money being spent on this project, other projects would be pushed out and have to be paid by future taxpayers. The added cost of a new building would mean more taxes going forward and the Council should ask what could be cut to offset any tax increases. Mr. Lonergan agreed with the others that a November referendum should be held and wanted to hear about an alternative Plan B. 

Dan Shaw, 95 Audubon Avenue:  He agreed the Town Hall needed to be renovated but did not agree with the $30 million project, which was more than double the original estimate. The plan was full of wants and not a lot of needs. He felt the daycare center was fine in the church and indicated the department heads had requested 36,000 square feet but the plan included 41,000 square feet. He was concerned about developing the Park and wanted to know if it was considered open space to be enjoyed or a reserve to be developed at will. He felt the referendum should be held in November since August was a busy vacation time and indicated the video did not show any traffic patterns. The traffic backup on Cross Street to make a left onto Willard would be a concern.
Don Woods, 82 Ivy Lane:  He is Chairman of the Parks and Rec Department and read a statement of support for the project from a committee member. The member felt it would have a positive impact on everyone in Town. He felt the project would encourage people to move to Town, would keep housing prices high and encouraged people to take a tour of the Town Hall to see the conditions of it. 

John Bachand, 56 Maple Hill Avenue:  He stated the Town Hall needed to be upgraded but was concerned about the building in the Park. The Town had too little park space and the quality was not that good. He indicated his taxes had increased 20% since the last evaluation and felt the Town could not continue to raise taxes to the residents. 
Phillip Knowlton, 47 Bayberry Road:  He was not in favor of the project and felt it was too expensive. He could not afford to pay more taxes and felt the August referendum date was too early and should be changed to November. He said Hartford and Manchester were the only towns in the area with less open space than Newington and did not want to be either town. There were less children living in Town and to build to expect more children was not a good idea. The Soccer Club had not been notified as to where the fields would be moved, and he was unable to create free play soccer for the children and was not told why. 

Anthony Chiaravolloti, 124 Hartford Road: He said many people remember the old Town Hall on Main Street which was about 15x smaller than the current Town Hall. The current Town Hall had been filled with more employees, and he questioned why so many were needed. The Town Manager did not have a Plan B which he found amazing since the cost of one building would be a lot less than what had been proposed. In the presentation there was discussion on a one year cost but not the number of years the cost would be incurred. He felt the Community Center was a want and not a need and thought the High School could be used. Mr. Chiaravolloti was concerned about the additional staffing that would be requested to fill the new building. 
Councilor Borjeson moved at 8:10 p.m. to adjourn and the motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini. The motion passed 8 – 0 (Councilor Cohen-absent). 

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda   Irish-Simpson

Linda Irish-Simpson
Clerk of the Council 
Cc: T. Lane, Town Clerk
Attach. 
Phone: (860) 665-8510   Fax: (860) 665-8507

townmanager@newingtonct.gov
www.newingtonct.gov
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