TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 CEDAR STREET
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06111

Tanya Lane MAYOR ROY ZARTARIAN

Acting Town Manager

MINUTES

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Town Hall Auditorium
7:00 P.M.

April 5, 2016

Mayor Zartarian called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

I ROLL CALL

Councilor Anest
Councilor Budrejko
Councilor DelBuono
Councilor Klett
Councilor Manke
Councilor Marocchini
Councilor Nagel
Coungcilor Serra
Mayor Zartarian

Staff Attendees:

Tanya Lane, Acting Town Manager

Ann Harter, Director of Finance

Lisa Rydecki, Deputy Finance Director

Jamie Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager — Administration
Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council -

1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION — IN GENERAL

Gary Bolles, 28 Burdon Lane: The letters to the parents from the BOE brought out about 300
people and not the 4,000 that they were sent {0. Most of the voters that were contacted during
the election were in favor of no tax increases, fiscal responsibility and accountability, He was
surprised at the number of councilors who were bullied by speakers because of their support for
the zero percent increase. He felt those speakers were a small fraction of the voters who
supported the Town Coungil. He also said it was an insult when one speaker compared the
budget to the lottery shootings and felt that conduct was desperation. He said that other towns
were facing the same choices that Newington faced.
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Maria Pane, 638 Church Street: She stated as a business owner and landlord they paid their fair
share of taxes and were at the breaking point with tax increase after tax increase. She did not
think people who utilized Human Services in Town could afford the increases. The Town
Council was elected to represent the entire Town which included seniors and businesses who
were not sent home letters or robocalls like the BOE was able to do. She hoped the Council

would vote for all of the people they were elected to represent.

Jen Rodriguez, 71 Northwood Road: She was in support of the BOE budget and hoped the
Council listened to the people. She felt the Council should have addressed their concerns with
the BOE earlier to have any questions answered. instead, she said, they wanted to send a
message to the Board of Education and the message sent was that due to the lack of an
agenda, communication and tfransparency, the teachers and students would pay for the

negative propaganda.

Sandra Tracey, 39 Michael Lane: She was a volunteer at the Senior Center and a parent and
supported the BOE budget. Her children had special needs and was concerned services would

be reduced if the zero budget was approved.

Hannah Siegel, 57 Meadowview Court: She supported the BOE budget and thanked the
Democrats and Councilor Klett for voting for it. If there was a zero percent increase, gifted and
talented programs would be eliminated and the world language not improved. She was
concerned the MS Certification course would be eliminated and the bio academy deferred. She
indicated the schools needed at least a 2% increase to maintain what they had and was
disappointed students were not allowed to speak at the public hearing.

Oliva Kolcz, 136 Harris Drive: She had gone to the last public hearing and found it very
educational. She had listened to the speakers and supported the BOE budget. She was
concerned the affect the budget would have on the schools and hoped moré students would not

leave for magnet schools.

Pam Raynock, 118 Harding Avenue: She indicated the Council was going to lower her taxes by
$30.94 per year and said she would be writing a check to the BOE for that amount since she
was in support of their budget. If the BOE got the 2.8% increase, her taxes would increase
approximately $15 a month on top of the $10 increase due to the recent revaiuation. She
intended to find the money to help pay for education and gave examples for others to use as
well. She thanked the Council for their service and said the majority was not fistening or

transparent.

Nick Grandin, 30 Harding Avenue; he thanked the students for speaking at the meeting and felt
the zero percent increase was going to be detrimental to the BOE. He felt eliminating language
at the middle school would be pushing the town backward. He encouraged the majority of the
Council to vote for the education increase.

Clark Castelle, 167 Connecticut Avenue: He wanted to remind people about two key parts of
the budget. In 2014-15 the town government operations increased by 4.98% and the BOE
increased by 2.84%, in 2015-16 town government operations increased by 3.3% and the BOE
by 2.7% and in 2016-17 the town government increased by 3.5% and the BOE increase was still
to be determined. He felt the trend was to shift resources from education and in favor of the
Town. He indicated that other depariments in town increased on average 3.5% and not zero
percent. Contributions to employee health insurance and retirement pensions were not part of
each department’s budget. He said the Council was not happy with the way surplus was
handled by the BOE and stated the Town was doing the same thing. He wanted the Council to
reconsider flat funding.




Andreas Sadil, 45 Lamplighter Lane: He supported the Town Council and the difficult decisions
that needed to be made. He was not sure what the correct increase would be but everyone
needed to look at the financial ramifications involved.

Kurt Larsen, 32 Magnolia Street. He said every year the school system brought students to the
level of being accepted to lvy League schools and thought the system was wonderful. The
system had been good for a long time but thought there was a disproportionate amount in
education compared to other parts of the budget. He asked why the BOE was exempt from
explaining where all the money was spent and thought they should justify their expenses.

Dominic Pane, 638 Church Street: He thanked the Mayor and Coungilors for their hard work in a
difficult budget season. He was glad they considered how the budget would affect all the
citizens in Newington and not only the Board of Ed. The BOE had to learn that sometimes
buying things over keeping jobs was irresponsible. He thought comparing the budget and the
lottery shootings years ago was disrespectful to the families involved. He felt mutual respect
was very important in order to move forward with projecis.

Patty Foley, 51 Crown Ridge: She stated the Council had to make serious decisions and that it
was just the beginning. She indicated the Town had to develop a plan to include all
departments, keep citizens informed, and provide services in an efficient manner.

Maddy Kenny; 53 Crestview Drive: She asked the Council to reconsider the BOE cuts. She
hoped the Sunday hours at the Library could be restored since a lot of students used it.

(inaudible), 154 Harding Avenue: She thanked the BOE for their hard work and hoped the
Mayor and Council would restore enough money to the budget to maintain what was already in
place and to maintain teachers.

Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive: For years, no matter what party was in office, there seemed to be
little communication between the Council and the BOE. She said they needed to sit down as a
body to get answers and hoped there would be an effort between the two to determine what
was needed and why. The two should work towards a compromise.

Aggie (inaudible), 213 Brockett Street: As an 8! grader, she cared about her and others
education. She stated teachers would lose their jobs and class size would increase, which

would weaken the school system.

The Councilors read letters from citizens regarding the budget into the record, which are
attached.

V. CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS
A. Adoption of Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2016-2017

Councilor DelBuono moved that the Town Council Tentative Budget be adjusted in account 14008601, to
increase the Board of Education budget to 0.5% increase. The change in tax burden would be $345,000.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Nagel.

Councilor DefBuono stated that in working with the Board of Education they attempted to come up with
creative ways to the BOE's budget expenditures that would be able to be used for programs and
teachers. This would ensure a minimal impact to staff. This adjustment would work in conjunction with
another adjustment to be proposed later that evening. She explained that the Connecticut State Statutes




allowed for a board of education to carry over a surplus of one percent, which had never been done
before.

Councilor Marocchini asked if the Council was asking the BOE to self-fund their increases. Councilor
DelBuono explained they were working with the BOE to have them retain a surplus and could get the
Connecticut Statute if requested. Councilor DelBuono explained the $515k was achieved through
negotiations with the BOE chairman. Councifor Anest asked if the $515k was an unencumbered amount
and Councilor DelBuono said that was the amount the BOE said they could live with at the end of the

year as surplus.

Councilor Klett asked what the actual increase would be and what was at risk and Councilor DelBuono
explained the current adjustment was 0.5% and could not speak to what the BOE would do at their next
meeting. Councilor Kiett listed a number of items that were projected to be gliminated if the BOE did not
receive 2.8%. Councilor Manke said that in the letter sent home from schools it indicated the BOE could
live with a 2% increase and had not asked for the 2.8%. Councilor Marocchini stated the Council was not
fistening to all the teachers, parents and students who had spoken in favor of the increase.

Councilor Anest stated the Democrats proposed the 2.8% and knew the BOE could live with the two
percent but thought it was only fair that if the Town side increased by 3.5% that the BOE increased to

2.8%.

Councitor DelBuono said that she had received many communications from residents in favor of the zero
percent increase because not everyone was comfortable with speaking in public. She said the State
budget was uncertain, people were on fixed incomes and the budget was a compromise that helped
utilize the surplus for the BOE. Councilor Klett felt the Council was holding a gun to the head of the BOE.
She could not understand why the Town side was increasing by 3.56% and stated the BOE administrators
had given up thelr increases for the year. This did not happen on the Town side.

The motion passed 5 - 4 on a roll call vote.
Yes: Councilors Budrejko, DelBuoneo, Manke, Nagel, Mayor Zartarian
No: Councilors Anest, Klett, Marocchini, Serra

Councilor Klett asked that the changes to the budget she was requesting be based on the fact that
$105,889 would be budgeted for administrator ralses when services had been cut.

She made a motion that $25,688 be transferred from the contingency fund (10969) and be placed into the
Library fund. This would allow Sunday hours to be continued. The motion was seconded by Councilor

Anest,

Councilor Marocchini asked what the contingency fund was and she explained $105,889 was earmarked
for administrator raises. She felt the Library was essential to students and residents and should remain
open on Sunday. Councilor Anest indicated the Sunday hours had been cut to restore staffing at the
Library and using the contingency funds would aliow the Sunday hours as well and was in favor of the
adjustment. Councilor DelBuono said that the Library had agreed to the closing on Sunday since other
departments were also taking reductions and was not comfortable restoring funds when the BOE was
taking a large reduction. Ann Harter explained there was $532k in the fund which was made up of $200k
base, $105,889 for administrator raises, $18,483 part time increases and $207,000 for contract

negotiations,

Councilor Klett indicated the adjustment did not affect the mill rate and it was important for students and
residents to be able to use the Library. She feit the administrators should forego their increases like the
BOE,

The motion failed on a rolf call vote 4 — 5.
Yes: Councilors Anest, Kiett, Marocchini, Serra
No: Councilors Budrejko, DelBuono, Manke, Nagel, Mayor Zartarian




Councilor Klett moved to transfer money from the contingency fund (10962) for a total of $20,000 to be
moved to account 0610-8217, which was Contract Therapist, Clinician and other Human Service
professionals. The account was used when Human Services provided contractual services for people
they could not treat in-house. The Councitor felt it was more important than raises for administrators.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini.

Councilor DelBuono asked why the money had been cut and the Town Manager explained it had been
cut to trend since the money had not been used in previous years. Since the money had not been used in

the past, Councilor DeiBuono was not in favor of rainstating the money.

The motion failed on a roll call vote 4 — 5.
Yes: Councilors Anest, Klett, Marocchini, Serra
No: Councilors Budrejko, DelBuono, Manke, Nagel, Mayor Zartarian

Councilor Marocchini moved to suspend the rules to aliow the Council to act on items after 10:30 p.m.
and was seconded by Councitor Nagel. The motion passed 9 - 0.

Councilor Marocchini moved to restore the Senior and Disabled technical equipment in the amount of
$4,900 and was seconded by Councilor Serra.

The motion failed on a roll call vote 4 — 5.
Yes: Councilors Anest, Klett, Marocchini, Serra
No: Councilors Budrejko, DelBuono, Manke, Nagei, Mayor Zartarian

Councilor Marocchini moved to restore the $250,000 in the CIP fund for the Parks and Recreation
Churchill Park Environmental review and was seconded by Councilor Anest.

Councilor Anest indicated the money would be used for providing detail in order fo seek various permits
from the Town and State and could take several months. It was an important first step to move the project
forward and without it would set the project back. Councilor DelBuono said it was a priority for the
Council, but they needed to review all the needs throughout town and how best to move them forward.
She indicated the project had not been brought to the Council and could not support the adjustment at
this time. Councilor Nagel wanted to wait to see the project brought to the Council and not make a
decision at this point. Councilor Serra was concerned about the ADA requirements after July and
Councilor DelBtiono said there was a fund in the Parks and Rec Department to be used to address the
ADA issues. The $250k would not address the ADA issues but was only an environmental review and

design plan.
The motion failed on a roll call vote 4 — 5.

Yes: Councilors Anest, Klett, Marocchini, Serra
~No: Councilors Budrejko, DelBuono, Manke, Nagel, Mayor Zartarian

Councilor Nagel moved the following:

RESOLVED:

That the following General Fund appropriations of the Town of Newington are hereby
adopted for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2017, in accordance
with Section 805 of the Charter of the Town of Newington:




APPROPRIATIONS:

Town Government Operations:

General Government $4,838,385
Public Safety 8,461,090
Public Works 4,871,569
Community Planning & Development 547,396
Public Health 161,899
Community Services 1,014,386
Public Library 1,714,892
Parks & Recreation 1,644,384
Insurance - Miscellaneous 11,354,767 34,608,768
Debt Service 1,191,631
Metropolitan District 3,658,550
Capital Improvements 5,248,305
Equipment Reserve 629,400
Employee Leave Liability Reserve Fund 92,900
Board of Education 70,185,928
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $115,616,482

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That, in accordance with Section 805 of the Charter of the Town of Newington, the

following General Fund estimated revenues be raised to meet these appropriations:
ESTIMATED REVENUES:

Current Taxes $83,117,156
Prorated Taxes 858,876




Prior Years Taxes
Interest & Liens

Motor Vehicle Tax

Payments in Lieu of Taxes

Assessments
Licenses & Permits
Rentals

Investment Income
Fines

Charges for Services

Refunds & Reimbursements

Sale of Town Property
State Aid

Federal Aid
Miscellaneous

Donations

Transfers from Other Funds

General Fund Balance Applied

480,000
345,000
6,954,906
2,609,620
14,163
315,500
107,600
71,350
36,500
544,375
79,000
300
17,390,219
9,000
58,500
5,593
118,824

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES AND APPLIED FUND BALANCE

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

$113,116,482

2,500,000

$115,616,482

That the Clerk is hereby instructed to place the accompanying General Fund Budget

Summary on the record of this meeting to illustrate the above appropriations and revenue

astimates.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the following budget is hereby adopted for the Public School Capital

Improvement Projects Reserve Fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2016 to June 30,

2017:




APPROPRIATIONS:

Painting

Carpseting

District-wide Security and Safety
District-wide Furniture Replacement
Technology Equipment

System-wide Air Conditioning Installation
Athletic Improvements

District-wide Bathroom Renovations

Arts Facility Modifications

District-wide Playground Renovations
District-wide Lighting Improvements
JWMS Wing Improvements

District-wide Underground Storage Tanks
District-wide Roof Reserve

District-wide Corridor/Exterior Doors
District-wide Blacktop/Paving

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS

ESTIMATED REVENUES:
General Fund Appropriations

Interest Earnings

Tuition Receipts

School Rental Receipts

Fund Balance

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES AND APPLIED FUND BALANCE

AND WHEREAS, Connecticut General Statute 10-248a permits towns to
establish a non-lapsi'ng account from unexpended funds from the
prior fiscal year from the budgeted appropriation for education
provided such amount does not exceed 1 (one) per cent of the total

budgeted appropriation for education for such prior fiscal year and;

WHEREAS, The Newington Board of Education is proposing establishment
of such non-lapsing account to be used for non-capital
expenditures to be financed from unexpended funds in an amount
of $515,000 which does not exceed 1% of its 2015-16 budgeted
appropriations (698,409);

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Newington Town

Council, as fiscal authority for the Town authorizes the non-

$50,000
50,000
50,000
35,000
50,000
50,000
10,000
50,000
100,000
10,000
50,000
100,000
60,000
60,000
25,000
50,000
$800,000

$125,000
1,500
250,000
60,000
363,500

$ 800,000




lapsing account to be used for non-capital expenditures and to
establish a Special Revenue account in accordance with

Connecticut General Statute 10-248a.

Councilor Klett said she could not support the budget and thanked Nancy Petronio for her
hard work. She thought this was the ugliest and most contentious of any budget she had
witnessed. She was disappointed that she had helped people get elected who she thought
she could count to do what was right for the community.

Councilor Anest did not think the BOE had been adequately funded and thought the 2.8%
increase proposed was a good one. The 1.2% increase would result in possible tayoffs and
positions not filled. She was saddened that her first budget was a disappointment.
Councilor Serra stated she attended the BOE meetings and felt other Councilors should
have attended to see what decisions they had to make.

Councilor Anest could not support the budget and felt the underfunding of the budget
would hurt the students in Town. Councilor Klett said that by choosing to keep raises for
the administrators in the budget and not restoring funding for Library Sunday hours or
Human Services spoke volumes. Councilor DelBuono wanted the residents to understand
they had to take into consideration everyone's interests and not just one department. The
revaluation would affect 556% of the residents taxes, businesses were struggling and the
State budget was uncertain. There were many conversations with the BOE and difficult
choices had to be made. The Councilor had faith in the administration and the teachers in
Newington that education would move forward.

Councilor Anest feit the majority had taken the milf rate as more important than children’s
education. Councilor Budrejko indicated she could not always attend the BOE meetings
since she had other meetings she had to attend as a Councifor, The budget process was
difficult and tried to provide the best educational opportunities the Town could afford and
still maintain services in Town. The State budget infiuenced the Council and as an elected
official felt responsibte for all residents. Not all requests could be met this year including
the Library, Senior Center, Human Services and Parks and Rec. The Town still needed to
address the facilities that had been neglected over the years.

Councilor Budrejko explained it was not always possible to attend BOE meetings,
however, was able to watch them on NCTV since she was often attending other meetings
at the same time. It was a difficult decision to try to provide the best educational
opportunities the Town could afford while still maintaining services for the community. The
Council had faith in the Superintendent to do his job to manage the budget in the best way

possible.

Mayor Zartarian thanked the Town Manager and her staff, the Town departments who
stepped up to the challenges the Town faced. The State revenue stream was drying up
and would impact cities and towns operated in the future.

The motion was seconded by Councilor DelBuono and passed 5 -~ 4 on a rofli call vote,
Yes: Councilors Budrejko, DelBuono, Manke, Nagel, Mayor Zartarian
No: Councilors Anest, Klett, Marocchini, Serra,

B. Adoption of Long Range Capital improvement Plan 2016-17 through 2020-21



Councilor Nagel moved the following:
RESOLVED:

The Newington Town Council hereby adopts the “Town of Newington Long-Range
Capital Improvement Plan 2016-2017 through 2020-2021,” a final copy of which will be on

file in the Town Clerk's Office.

NOTE: This vote is binding only for the funds committed for fiscal year 2016-2017;
the proposed funding for 2017-2018 through 2020-2021 is for planning
purposes only and is subject to change ihrough future budget
deliberations.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Manke and the motion passed 6 ~ 3 on a roll call vote.
Yes: Councilors Anest, Budrejko, DelBuono, Nagel, Manke, Mayor Zartarian
No: Councilors Klett, Marocchini, Serra

C. Set Mill Rate

Councilor Nagel moved the following:

RESOLVED:

In accordance with Section 805 of the Town Charter of the Town of Newington, the
Town Council hereby fixes a tax rate of $35.75 mills for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2016 and ending June 30, 2017, which shall be levied on taxable property in the Town of
Newington listed on the October 1, 2015 Grand List, and said tax shall become due and
payable in accordance with Section 43-1 of the Newington Code of Ordinances. The Town

Manager is hereby authorized to make out and sign the rate bill in accordance with this

motion.

The motion was seconded by Councifor DelBuono and passed 8 — 1 on a roli call vote.
Yes: Councilors Anest, Budrejko, DelBuono, Manke, Marocchini, Nagel, Serra, Mayor Zartarian

No: Councilor Kleit
D. Extend Appointment of Acting Town Manager

Councitor PeiBuano moved the following:
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RESOVLED:

Pursuant to section C-504 of the Newington Town Charter, the Newington Town Council
hereby reappoints Tanya Lane to serve as Acting Town Manager effective April 7, 2016
for a period not to exceed 90 days and authorizes Council leadership to execute any

necessary documents.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Manke and passed 9 — 0 on a roll call vote
. E. 8-24 Report Referral: Streetscape Project

Councilor DelBuono moved the following:

RESOLVED:

That the Town Manager is hereby directed and authorized to submit to the
Town Planand Zoning Commission for its report in accordance with Section 8-24
of the Connecticut General Statutes, the proposed Streetscape Phase VI project

located on Constance Leigh Drive.
The motion was seconded by Councilor Serra and passed 9 — 0 on a roll call vote.

V. CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS

Councilor Manke moved to table items V. Aand V. G uniil the next Council meeting on Aprit 26, 2016.
The motion was seconded by Councilor Serra and passed 9 — 0 on a roli call vote.

A. Discussion: Deming Young Farm Barn (Tabled 3/22/16)

B. Fair Housing Month — (Tabled 3/22/16)
Councilor Nagel moved to waive the rules to take action on item V.B. and was seconded by Councilor
Marocchini, The motion passed 90,

Councilor Nagel moved the following:

WHEREAS, all American citizens are afforded a right to full and equal housing
opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice; and

1




WHEREAS, State and Federal Fair Housing laws require that all individuals,
regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, marital
status, age, mental or physical disability, lawful source of income, sexual
orientation, or familial status, be given equal access to rental and
homeownership opportunities and be atlowed to make free choices
regarding housing location; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Newington is committed to upholding these laws and
realizes that these laws must be supplemented by an Affirmative Statement
publicly endorsing the right of all people to full and equal housing
opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Newington Town Council hereby
endorses a Fair Housing Policy to ensure equal opportunity for all persons
to rent, purchase and obtain financing for adequate housing of their choice
on a non-discriminatory basis; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Manager of the Town of Newington or
his/her designated representative is responsible for responding to and
assisting any person who alleges to be the victim of any illegal

discriminatory housing practices in the Town of Newington.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Manke and passed 9 - 0.

C. Facility Naming Request; NCTV

Tabled to the next Council meeting.

Vi, RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS (Action May Be Taken)
(none)

VIl. TAXREFUNDS (Action Requested)

None

VIl WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER TOWN
AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND  OFFICIALS

AND THE PUBLIC
None
IX. COUNCIL LIAISONI/ICONMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilor Nagel attended a CRCOG meefing where an opiate presentation was made. He indicated there
was a drop off box in Town Hall for the disposal of drugs. The Hartford Mayor spoke regarding the
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financial problems that faced his town and how he was dealing with them. He asked towns to work with
him in collaborating on various services. Councilor Nagel indicated the Library staff was being retrained in
emergency procedures and the Wine and Cheese event created a $3k profit. The Library was holding a
book sale on April 29-31 and the Library continued with their expansion plan meetings. He also stated
NCTV was having their 30" anniversary and an open house would be held on June 11 from 10-2 p.m.
They discussed naming two of the rooms for founding members and had discussions regarding the Helen
Nelson Room and the quality of the microphones, Councilor Nagel attended a Blight Committee meeting
which informed the committee of the various rules and regulations involved, and he thanked Jamie for her

efforts in that regard.

Councilor Manke attended the successfut youth Hoopla Event, which raised money for scholarships for
two or three seniors.

Councilor Serra said the next Blight Committee meeting would be held on April 25 at 5:30 p.m.
Councilor Klett stated the opiate forum would be held on June 20 at 6:30 p.m.

X. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION — IN GENERAL

John Bachand, 56 Maple Hilt Avenue: he thanked the Council for their hard work and that some of the
drama had calmed down. He felt they had made a difficult decision and it would have heen much easier
to give everyone what they wanted and should not be criticized for that.

Steven Silvia, 456 Basswood Street: He thanked the Council for the hard work involved in developing a
budget and understood the compassion and desire on both sides. He was grateful of the efforts to work
with the BOE chair that developed a compromise but felt the talented staff of Dr. Collins would handle it.
He said with the .5% increase, the transfer of funds, and the projected reimbursement of funds, they
would have approximately a 3% increase. He did not feel it would be necessary to lay off any teacher and

was grateful.

Patti Foley, 51 Crown Ridge: She thanked everyone for the passion, the discussion and the
enlightenment of the public through the debate. She also thanked the volunteer staff of NCTV for the time
they spent working on the tapes to be seen by the residents on a timely basis. She said she appreciated

each of the Councilors and the amount of work they put into the process.

Xl REMARKS BY COUNCILORS

Councilor Marocchini thanked Tanya Lane and her staff for all the work they did during the budget
process.

Councilor DelBuono also thanked the Town staff and hoped people reafized what a dedicated staff they
worked with,

Councilor Nagel thanked the Town Manager's staff and all the departments as well as all the elected
officials. He thought it was important to begin a collaborative effort for next year’s budget so they could

minimize any misunderstandings in the process.

Councilor Manke thanked the public for wrifing all the letters regarding the budget as well as the people in
Town who stopped him on the street to discuss various issues.

Councilor Budrejko thanked all the letter writers and hoped not everyone was disappointed. She hoped
people would continue to be involved and to keep the Council on their toes.

Councilor Klett thanked the Town Manager, the Finance Department and Jamie for all their efforts during
the budget season and especially for their responsiveness. She appreciated the people who took the
time to write. In response to a comment made by the public she was not sure that "everyone turned out
fine” in the past and how the person could judge that. She complimented the students who spoke and
knew they had a great future. Councilor Klett defended her husband’s comment recently made at a
meeting and was not comparing the lottery shooting to the meeting the other night. He meant that it was
one of the darkest days in the town.
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Councilor Anest thanked everyone and agreed with the other councilors’ comments,
Councilor Serra thanked the Town staff and the residents who spoke as well as NCTV for all their time.

Mayor Zartarian thanked the public who took the time to write or speak at the meeting. He suggested they
would create a single consolidated email address for comments to go to the entire Council.

Xli. ADJOURNMENT

Councilor Marocchini moved fto adjourn the meeting at 11:35 p.m. and was seconded by Counciior Anest.
The motion passed 8 - 0.

Respectfully Submitted,

jxﬁuc&/y Q(,g/éx *G.wa,é;@w [J-jf\

Linda Irish-Simpson
Clerk of the Council

Cec: T. Lane, Town Clerk
attach.
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:43 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: Support for BOE full 2.8% on April 5
Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minerity Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Balling, Marc" <MBalling@npset.or>
Date: April 2, 2016 at 6:39:04 AM EDT

v>, "imarochini@newingtonct.gov" <jmarochini@newingtonct.govs>,
"mkleti@newingtonct.pov" <mklett@newingtonet.gove>, "rzartarian@newingtonct. gov"
<rzartarian{@newingtonct.pove>, "gbudreik ewingtonet.gov” <ghudrejko@newingtonct.gov,
"bdeibueno@newingtonet. gov" <bdelbuono@newingtonct.gove, "tmanke@newinglonct. gov"
<tmanke(@newingtonct.gov>, "dnagel@newingtonet.mov"” <dnacel@newingtonct. pov>
Subject: Support for BOE full 2.8% on April 5

Dear Newington Town Council members,
Please read the foliowing for the public record on Aprii 5, 2016:

My name is Marc Balling, and I've worked as a music teacher for students and parents of
Newington at Ruth Chaffee School for nearly 20 years. My home address is 92 Croft Drive in
Manchester, T would like to thank council members Anest, Cassasanta-Serra, Marochini and
Klett for their support for the BOE's 2.8% increase, I strongly urge mayor Zartanian and council
members Budrejko, Delbueno, Manke ard Nagel to reconsider their 0% increase, which is truly
a large cut, and approve the BOE's FULL 2.8% increase, I state this with the best interests of
those I serve in mind, the students and parents of Newington. CT.

Families choose Newington because of its high quality school system, and anything less than a
2.8% increase sends a negative message about the quality of the town and it's schools, Families
have choices, and your schools need to be of high quality to attract families to move to
Newington. I've considered moving my family with two young boys to Newington, but at 0% I
would not, especially with class sizes at 23 in first grade. Schools keep residents in Newington
long-term, and creates and sustains a tax base long term as well. Schools are your best and wisest
investment. For the sake of your town, please make the wise choice of supporting the BOE's
FULL 2.8% increasc. Thank you for reading my letter into the public record.

1

Sincerely,
Mare Balling

Sent from my iPad
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Trevethan, Jaime

From; Anest, Carol .

Sent; Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:42 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: Budget Cuts

Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Couneil

Please pardon the brevity and any typos,
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Klett, Maureen" <MKlcti@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Date: April 3, 2016 at 7:00:41 PM EDT

To: "Anest, Carol" <CAnest@NewingtenCT.Gov>
Subject: Fwd: Budget Cuts

Carol,

If you or Jim could read. His message is good but I feel fimny reading this one.
Maureen

Town Councilor, Maureen H, Klett
Town of Newington

Begin forwarded message;

From: "Sepko, Jeffrey” <jscpko@npsct.org>
Date: April I, 2016 at 2:32:23 PMEDT
To: "mklett@newingtonet. gov"™ <mklety

Subject: Budget Cuts

Mrs. Klatt,

I first and foremost want to thank you for standing up to the members of your
party in regards to the proposed 0% increase. [ know as an American
Government teacher at Newington High School that compromise and a
willingness to work across the aisle is not popular in today's day in age. It is sad
te witness our nation's and our town's political discourse descend into a
sophomeoric battle of wills. The lack of dignity and respect you have been shown

1

in this town recently, a town you have served admirably for many vears, is
disheartening. What is equally disheartening in my opinion was Mayor
Zartarian's decision to invoke the arcane Town Charter provision, a dear decision
made with the goal of stifling both teacher and student expression. My students
will be testing on the Bill of Rights this coming week, and [ cannot help but think
about all the.work that needs to be done to assure that that such totalitarian
measures do not continue to strip every member of our society of what many
would believe to be basic human rights. Aside the from resilience you have
shown, | was most impressed by the students that took the time and effort to
make their thoughts and feelings known on the budget. All but one of them have
passed through my classroom just like your granddaughter, One of them, [ am
most proud to say is currently a teacher at one of our town's elementary schools.
This is a simple reminder of just how much good an educator, with the necessary
resources and dignity, can do for our town's future. Please keep up the fight, and
although I do not currently reside in town, believe that ali voices should be heard
and respected. This debate unfortunately has been reduced to 2 matter of
dellars and cents, yet the true cost of what is being proposed will have more
considerable, far reaching consequences for every person that either lives in or
has dedicated their [ives to in Newington. Thank you for supporting the
proposed Board of Education's 2,8% increase,

Jeffrey Sepko
Newington High School
Social Studies Department

X1332
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 0, 2016 6:41 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: THANK YOU

Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Mihalakos, Elizabeth” <emihalakos@npsct.orp>
Uﬁm April 4, mo:m at 10:17:17 AM EDT

newingtonct. zov" <im Bonn:ﬁ_@:mg:aﬂgﬁ 2OY>,

:Ew_n:@mgsmﬁosﬁ gov" Aaw_az@avﬁzmﬂo:na gov>

Subject: THANK YOU

Good morning-

First, thank you so muck for voting yes to 2 2.8% increase to the Board of Education
budget Newington is an amazing public school system and it would be a shame to
have that affected by the lack of support from the Town Coundil As a teacher, I am
aware and constantly excited by the programs, sports, talent, curriculum, and events
that our schools provide. I am currently searching for a new district to move to, and
Newington is on our top 5 list because I know the strengths of the school system.
Thank you for believing in the town too!

Elizabeth Mihalakos
JWMS - Grade 6 ELA
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2016 &:40 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwik Letter regarding BOE Budget

Attachments: imageQ0L.png; ATTO000Lhim; Letter regarding BOE Budget.doog ATTO0002 htm
Caro!

Carol A. Anest
Minority Leader
Newingten Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dano, Sherry”
Umnm. April 4, No__.m at 2:45:27 PM ECT

Subject: Letter regarding mom Budget

Good morning,

I was not sure who to send this letter to, regarding the Town Meeting Thursday 3/31/16 end the

BOE Budget, If you can please include it where it needs to be, I would greatiy apprecicte
it. Thanks for your time and help,

Sherry Dane

Sl

1y Dana
wecticut Children's Medical Center
GO Harlland Shreet, 2™ Floor

Easl Harlford, CT. 06108

ﬂﬁn..ov ST-5412

SdaneQ 1@ comnecticulchildrens.org

Cat

Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:39 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: BOE Budget

Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Council

Pleasc pardon the brevity and any types.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Donahue, Catherine" <cadonahue@npsct.org>
Uﬁﬁ >ﬁa: 4,2016 m" 6:41:34 PM EDT

"mklett@newingtonet, No<= <mklett@newingtonct.gov>

Subject: BOE Budget

Dear Mayor Zartarian, Deputy Mayor Nagel and Town Council Members,

Please read this letter into the minutes at the Town Council Meeting on Tuesday, April 5th,
2016.

My name is Catherine (Kate) Donahue, and | am a proud NHS graduate ('84) and current town
resident {212 Robin Brook Drive). My three siblings and [ grew up in this town | love, All four of
us had vastly different personalities and interests, yet we each found “our place” within the
Newington Public School District and all it had to offer. Qur experiences in Newington helped
shape our lives today.

More recently, | had the unigue pleasure of watching four of my nieces and nephews make
their way through Newington Public Schools, They are as unique in learning styles, talents, and
career paths as were the four Donahues who came before them. [ watched them connect to
teachers, expand their scholastic interests, and foster their talents. They stood out in
academics, community service, musical talent, and/or athletics. Oneisa reading teacher hergin
CT; another is 2 graduate student at Louisiana State University working toward his PHD in

1
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carcl

Sent: Saturday, April 08, 2016 6:39 PM
Teo: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: Thank you for your support!
Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.

Sent from my iPad

Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 05, 2016 6:39 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: Budget

Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minerity Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardoen the brevity and any typos.

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Crean, Virginia" <VCrean sct,org>
Date: April 5,2016 at §:15:11 AM EDT
To: "canest@newingtonct.gov" <canest@newingtonel.gov>, "dserra@newingtonct.oov”

Subject: Thank you for your support!

To All Who Voted in Favor of the Budget Increase,

Thank you s0 much for your insight and putting the needs of all Newington students ahead of of
all other concerns.

Ginnie Crean
Grade 7 ELA/SS Teacher at MKMS

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Davies, Holly” <HDavies@npsct.org>

Date: April 5, 2016 at 8:15:30 AM EDT

To: "canest@newingtonct.gov" <canest@newingtonct.gov>, "dserra@newingtongt.pov™
<dserra@newingtonct.gov>, "imarocchini@newingtonct.pov"” <imarocchini i
"mkiett{@newingtonet. gov" <mklett@newingtonct.prov>

Subject: Budget

' would like to thank you for supporting the 2.8% budget increase! | can only hope that others
will follow suit]

Have a wonderful day.
Sincerely,

Holly Davies

HOLLY DAVIES
Grade 7 Science

Martin Kellogg Middle School
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:38 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: budget

Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority {eader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bell, Ken" <kbeli@npsct.org>
Date: April 5, 2016 at 11:51:10 AM EDT
To: "canest@newingtonct.gov” <canest@newingtonct.gov>, “dserra@newin)

<dser m@:ms._:mmm:ﬂ gov>, "imaracchini

Subject: budget

Hello everyone. | just wanted to take a moment and thank you for hanging tough on your vote to
approve a slight Increase in next year's budget. As a teacher, parent of students in the Newington
School System and a tax payer of this wanderful town, | appraciate your stance on this, You cbviously
all understand how important a school system is for a town.

Thank youl

Ken Bell

Resident, teacher, parent

Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:33 PM

Teo: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: April Sth Town Council Meeting
Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: KATHERINE LESLIE <katherine.leslie@@snet.net>

Date: April 5, 2016 at 5:15:01 PMEDT

To: <can, n&@:mcﬁﬂicaﬁ 2ove-, <dserra@newinptonct.gove, <jmarocchini@newingtonct.povs,
<mklett
Subject: April 5th .Hoiu Coupcil Mecting

Reply-To: KATHERINE LESLIE <katherine.leslie@snet.net>

Katherine Leslie
8 Michele Dr.
Portland CT 06480

Dear Council Members,

I'work in cne of the schools and I'd like to thank you for supporting the 2.8% increase. I believe
that it is imperative that the Board of Education get the entire proposed 2.8%. This would allow
the system to continue to move forward in some way, I feel it is especially important to support
student's emotional, physical and academic growth. As societal demands continue to incrzase, 1
think it's imperative to help students achieve their highest potential. If it is not too late, T would
like this email to be read during Public Participation at the April 5th, Town Council Meeting,
Thank you for your time.

Katherine Leslie
Wellness Educator MKMS
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Newington CT 06111

Jodi Mangene
50 Latern Hill
Newington CT 06111

Deirdre Miller
Elisha Miller

239 Dix Ave
Newington CT 06111

Cindy Barron
190 Kimberly Rd
Newingten CT 06111

Carol Pakutka
210 Dix Ave
Newington CT 06111

Cathy Dionne
219 Meadow St
Newington CT 06111

Wanda Guadarrama
40 New Britain Ave
Newington CT 06111

Andrea Sitz

Carlos Ramos

245 Dix Ave
Newington CT 06111

AnnMarie Stolft
Dave Stolfi

62 Rosewood Dr
Newmngton CT 06111

Mary Houle
253 Dix Ave
Newmgton CT 06111

Michele Soler
38 Lantern Hill
Newington CT 06111

Lynn Aldrich
88 Welles Dr
Newington CT 06111

Ana Armour
21 Old Hatchery Lane

Newington CT 06111

Jennifer Win-Johnson
Mike Johnson

23 Welles Dr North
Newington CT 06111

Colleen Corriveau
303 Walsk Ave
Newington CT 06111

Karen Falvey
103 Barkledge Dr
Newington CT 06111

Tammy Maslauskas
Mike Maslauskas
192 Dix Ave
Newington CT 06111

Colleen Cultrera
Steve Cultrera

38 Carriage Hill Dr
Newington CT 06111

Michelie Gronbeck
91 Howard St
Newington CT 06111

Violet Chrostowski
10 Cinnamon Rd
Newington CT 06111

Kelley Piechowicz
62 Lantern Hill
Newington CT 06111

Beth Farragher
44 Lantern Hill
Newington CT 06111

Kerry Caetano
20 Great Oak Lane
Newington CT 06111

Sally Doyle
34 Lantern Hill
Newington CT 06111
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:36 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: Please Read at tenight’s meeting - GET QVER YOUR EGO AND VOTE YES 2,8%
Carol

Carel A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Johnson <michael.p.johnson(@icox net>
Date: April m 2016 at 6:59:53 PM EDT

To: <rzartari: @h ngtonct.gov>, <canest nngu onct.gove,

<dnagel@newingtonet.gov>
Subject: Please Read at tonight's meeting - GET OVER YOUR EGO AND VOTE YES

2.8%

I apologize that | cannot attend tonight's council meeting. Please read the following statement
during tenight’s public participation council mecting, Thank you!

Newington Town Council Members

At last week’s town council meeting, the many speakers raised excellent points as to why a 0%
increase for the Newington Board of Ed would be wrong and rehabilitating. It is obvious after
your vote that a number of you — niotably Roy, Beth, Tim, David, and Gail - could have cared
less what people had to say because you had made up your minds wel} before that meeting ever
occurred.

Get over your ego and truly consider what is at stake. 1cannot understand why, under any circumstances,
whether it be a misguided campaign promise, voting along party lines, or general cluelessness, would you
think that Q% increase helps our town or our educational system. What 1 do not understand is voting along
party lines. Besides the fact that we are a small town where the behavior shown in national politics has no
place, [ don't see how you are voting along party lines with this 0% increase, The BoE is made of upa
majority of Republicans so how are you voting along party lines if it is against their wishes? Prior to the
¢lection didn’t the Republican Party get together and talk about the overal] goals? It just seems

idiotic. Ignoring a contractual agreement re: salaries is even more ridiculous,

Quit being stubbom. This tows eleeted and trusted you to work with our school administrators
to present a budget that would continue to lay down tracks for building and maintaining a 21st
1
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incredible resource for all citizens, and | expect if you look hard enough you can figure out how to
restore this cut.

The gecisions made this evening will send a strong message to our community and region, future home
buyers, etc., and it may be that Newington is no longer be where they want to live or come, We krow
that this Is not the message you want to send, nor is it the one you pledged last fall. Instead, please
work together to help each other and to keep our community strong. Please fund our education system
and restore the 2.8% and provide the resources to allow our library 1o be accessible, our parks to be
cared for, our infrastructure to be maintained and improved, and our town to continue to be the special
place we all love.

Finally, please do not exclude children from participating in budget hearings in the future. Today's
children are tomorrow’s leaders, Having personally worked so long 1o engage kids in government, this
sent the wrong message. We need to encourage and not discourage them so that when they grow they
will understand, participate, and hopefully lead,

Thank you to those of you who understand and support these important concerns and to all of you for
your time and for listening,

Sandy Nafis

Trevethan, Jaime

From; Anest, Carol

Sent; Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:36 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Pwd: Please support 2.8% increase
Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Amie Cucinelia <amiemitch02(@yahoo.com>
Date: April 5, 2016 at $:30:25 PM EDT

To: <canest@newingtonct gov>

Subject: Fwd: Plcase support 2.8% increase

From: Amie Cucinella <amiemitch(2
Date: April 4, 2016 at 12:24:19 AM EDT
To: dnagel@newingtonct.gov
Subject: Please support 2.8% increase

Dear Town Council,

My name is Amie Cucinellz, I'm a resident of Newington on Francis Drive, I've
been =z resident for 7 years, My husband is an 8th grade science teacher at Martin
Kellogg., We have two young children. Cur daughter will be entering kindergarten
this fall at Elizabeth Green. 1 strongly urge you to reconsider the 2.8% budget
increase for the board of education. I fear that if this increase is not met and you
vote for a 0% increase we will lose a significant amount of good teachers. Not
only could this greatly impact my family financially but it could also greatly
impact our community. If you take the time to look up the rescarch on student to
teacher ratio and how it impacts student performance you will find that research
shows that students are much more successful in a smaller class setting, I just read
an article on the NEA's website stating "investing in kids and their achievement
has long-term economic benefits for communities”. If we lay tcachers off it WILL
impact our students performance and success. It Will negatively impact our
cammunity. Our property values will go down. [ can say from personal
experience that people move to Newington because of the scheol district. We

1
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However, your short-sightedness in not giving the Board of Education the

compromised 2.8% budget increase proposed by the Democrats threatens to chip Trevethan, Jaime

away at what makes Newington a desirable place to live. This will result in dectining

property values. Newington Public Schools has an excellent reputation for being From: Anest, Carol

innovative and a great value for the money. Even though I am a teacher at Wallace, [ Sent: Saturday, April C9, 2016 6:35 PM

must admit T was skeptical about the academies at the middle schools, but now see To: Trevethan, Jaime o
Subject; Fwd: Revised - Please use this version.

how they, along with the 1-to-1 Chromebook initiative, are setting Newington above
and beyond other school districts. That adds value to my property because it sets
Newington apart in a positive and desirable way. Some people say that not funding
the 2.8% for the Board of Education's budget is only for one year, but when taxpayers
see the dedicated teachers working harder in order to make do with less money this Carol
year, they will continue to demand less money go to the Board's budget in future
years. And that will continue to cause a downward trend in my, and everyvone else's,
property values, Please don't play politics with our property values; fund the
compromised 2.8% Board of Education’s budget for this fiscal year. Thank you.

Carol A. Anest
Minority Leader
Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my 1Pad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kathleen Fleming <flemingkathleen@sbeglobal.net>
Date: April 5, 2016 at 8:40:24 AMEDT

:Enmgoso@:mg:mﬁonaﬂ pov" Agmgo:o@:aé:ﬁozﬁ gov>, Jam:xnagoisaaaaﬁ gov"

<imanke@newingtonet. gov>, "dnagel@newingtonct.pov” <dnagel
Subject: Revised - Pleasc use this version.
Reply-To: Kathleen Fleming <flemingkathleen@sbeglobal.net>

Please use the updated emall below. In my original email, | inadvertently left off the word "is” in the thirg
paragraph.

Thanks. Have a great day!

~— Forwarded Message -w.-

From: Kathleen Fleming <flemi aln
To: "capesi@newingtonct.goy" AE@%ES&B&E@IV "deserra@newingtonet. gov"

Aammmﬂﬂm@:mésmssﬁm v>; "imarocchini@newlndgtonct.gov” <jmarocchini i

"tk . newingtonct. govs>
Sent: Monday, April 4, 2016 10:24 PM
Subject: Board of Education Budget, April 5th meeting: Please read & include In meeting minutes

My name is Kathy Fleming, My husband, Brian Fleming and [ five at 111 Nicholson
Street. 1 would like for you to please read my remarks during your meeting on Tuesday,
April 5, 2016 and record them in the meeting minutes.
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2016 6:34 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject; Fwd: Thank youl

Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message: -

From: "Keener, Lesley” <LKeener@npsct,ore>
Dater April 3, 2016 at 7:08:24 PM EDT

To: "canest@newingtonet.pov” <canest@newingtonct.gov>

Subject: Thank you!

Carol,

Thank your for your support of the BoE budget!

Mrs. Lesiey Keener
Grade 1 Teacher

Anna Reynolds School
260-521-7830 x 211

Trevethan, Jaime

From: Anest, Carol

Sent: Saturclay, April 08, 2016 6:32 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwdl: Board of Education Budget Meeting, Town Council Meeting
Carol

Carol A. Anest

Minority Leader

Newington Town Couneil

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McKenzie, Rachel" <RMcKenzie@usi.edu>
Date: April 1, 2016 at 6:43:18 PM EDT

v <jmarogchini@newingtonct.pov>,
cwingtonct.gov>, "rzartarian@newingtonet. oov"
<rzartarian{@newingtonct.govi>, "ghudreiko@newingtonet.oov” <gbudreiko@newingtonct.zovs>,
"bdelbugno@newingtonet.gov” <bdelbuonof@newingtonct.pove>, "tmanke@newingtonct.cov"
<tmanke@newingtonct.gov>, "dnagel@newingionct.aov” <dnaggl@newingtonct.povs

Ce: "mickenzief@npsct.org” <rmekenzie@npsct.ore>

Subject: Board of Education Budget Mecting, Town Council Meeting

Rachel McKenzie
992 Maple Street

Rocky Hill, CT, 06067

Members of the Newington Town Council,

My name is Rachel McKenzie and | am a Special Education Tutor at John Wailace Middle School,
Although | do not live in Newington, the education of the inspiring students | have gotten to
know over the past school year is very important to me. Supporting the passionate staff that |
have gotten to know is just as equally Important to me as well.
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Societies, each performing in the top 10% of their classes, each highly involved in athletics,
both achieving Leadership Awards, both captains of their athletic teams, one achieving All-
State Award recognition this year in soccer and both heavily involved in volunteering in and
giving back to our community. My daughters have been inspired and fully prepared to enter
coliege to pursue studies in any program they desire. The Newington Public Scheol

System helps children grow to become amazing young adults. The Newington Public School
System helps foster greatness in each of our children and encourages them to realize and
perform at their very best. Our schocl system provides our children with the best teachers and
resources. Qur teachers lead our children to accomplish themselves to be in positions where
they have incredible choices. Our students are ready, confident and excited to apply
themselves to very challenging programs where they continue their education. They flourish
while they are here in our school system and they soar when they leave us. Many of them
come back after successful college experiences where they were able to improve themselves
even more, and then they give back to this town that they love and grew up in, only making
our community even better.

t am proud to live in our town. | have always been proud to teach in Newington as well. Our
school system has an excellent reputation. | have family members who teach in Wethersfield,
Waest Hartford, and Cromwell. Each one would say that the Newington Public School System is
the leader in the field of education. We are admired for our innovation, our creativity, our
commitment to our school system and our children and most of all, the number of deeply
caring individuals who are happy to work so hard to provide the quality programming and
services to the members of our community. We cannot jeopardize the families in Newington
by passing a budget with a 0% increase. 1 implore each of you to think about the very sericus
consequences our town will suffer should you not fully support the 2.8% increase. You are our
leaders. We need each of you to make the right decision for our town, which is to vote for the
full 2.8% increase to the Board of Education's budget.

Thank you all so very much for the hard work you are doing to understand how important it is
that the full 2.8% increase is passed. Thank you ail so much for your dedication and devotion
to our town of Newington and all of the citizens that reside here with us. As teachers, we work
so hard to take the very best care of our students. As council members, we are depending on
each of you to ensure that we are able to keep Newington Public Schoois strong. Working
together, we will continue to develop amazing young people who continue to accomplish
great things.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Luiz

Elementary Explore Teacher
Newington Public Schools
kluiz@npsct.org

Zartarian, Roy

From:; Jennifer Ortiz <jenniferortiz324@gmail.com>
Sent; Monday, April 4, 2016 11:03 PM

To: Zartarian, Roy

Subject: 2.8 percent Increase for education
Categories: Budget

Mavyor Zartarian, please rethink your decision, for the future success of our children and cur town. Newington
public schools need the full 2.8%

Concerned Parent,
Mrs. Jennifer Ortiz

Cencerned mother
lennifer Ortiz
Sent from my iPhone
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Zartarian, Roy

From:
Sent:
Ta:

Subject:

Jen Win- and Mike johnson <win-johnson@cox.net>

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 5:31 FM

Zartarian, Roy; Anest, Carol; Budrejko, Gail; Serra, Diana; DeiBuonc, Bethy Klett, Maureen;
Manke, Tim; Marocchini, James; Nagel, David

VOTE YES 2.8%

Please read the following statement on behalf of all the people who signed this during tonight’s public participation council

meeting. Thank you!

Newington Town Council Members

We elected and trusted 9 BOE volunteers to work with our schoo! administrators to present a budget that would continue to lay
down tracks for building and maintaining a 21st century education system. We are imploring you to support the budget our
Newington BOE has recommended for 2016-2017. Our focus on science, technology, engineering, and math will position the
next generation of taxpayers to be In high demand in the job market and provide a greater chance to withstand economic
downturns, Qur school system also recognizes the importance of teaching humanities, arts, and music. These subject matters
teach compassion, foster high emotional 1Q, and enable us to be well-rounded human beings. We need to continue to expand
our Biomedical and Acrospace academy medel into our high school. Our job is to teach the next generation relevant job
skills. If we don't continue to make adjustments to the way we educate our future workforce, these kids will not be in a good
position to support our future tax base on 2 local and national level. We can't keep producing DVD players when the world is
moving to live streaming. Look what happened to Block Buster when they couldn’t keep up with market changes, Thisisa
rapidly changing world and we need provide the skills sets for our next generation to adapt, A strong school system and a safe
community are the driving forees behind a healthy housing market. A strong housing market is good for everyone in the
community. Let’s work together to keep our community strong and healthy. Let's put in the maintenance to stay in shape, We
voted you in to work together so we don't have to worry about the quality of education for our children. Let’s VOTE YES on
the 2.8% increasc for the BOE budget so we can at least maintain what we have so no program & no staff member will need to

be cut,
Sincerely,

Mary Niro
148 Eagle Dr
Newington CT 06111

Joanne Sullivan
11 Hall St
Newington CT 06111

Amy Alexander
16 Brentwood Rd
Newington CT 06111

Christine Boghosian

40 Ridge View Crossing

Newington CT 06111

Elsa Batista
180 Hillerest Ave
Newington CT 06111

Stephanie Shaw
95 Audobon Ave
Mewington CT 06111

Michelle and Chris Jackson
196 Reservoir Rd
Newington CT 06111

Joanne Errera
7 Edward Street
Newington CT 06111

Christine Shooshan
60 Clifford St
Newington CT 06111

Cyndi Callzhan
25 Deer Path
Mewington CT 06111

Carlos Tirade

Sylma Pagan

33 Sunrise Circle
Newington CT 06111

Jodi Mangene
50 Latern Hil!
Newington CT 06111

Deirdre Miller
Elisha Miller

239 Dix Ave
Newington CT 05111

Cindy Barron
190 Kimberly Rd
Newingtor CT 06111

Carol Pakutka
210 Dix Ave
Newington CT 06111

Cathy Dionne
219 Meadow St
Newington CT 06111

Wanda Guadarrama
40 New Britain Ave
Newington CT 06111

Andrea Sitz

Carlos Ramos

245 Dix Ave
Newington CT 06111

AmnMaric Stolfi
Dave Stolfi

62 Rosewood Dr
MNewington CT 05111

Mary Houle
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Aprll S, 2016

To: The Honorable Roy Zartarian
and Town Council Members For reading at the 4/5/16 Town Council Meeting

I am writing in support of the silent senior citizen voices of 10,029 of your mothers, fathers, grandparents, uncles and
aunts living in Newington who are over 55 years of age and 3212 of those who are over G5 years. According to the 2013
statistics from the American Community Survey — of the 30,000 people living in Newington, 18% - 5400 were 65 and
older and 16% - 4800 were school age. 32% of seniors are below the United Way's A.LLC.E. Report asset limit {see
attached).

We are accustomed to having people tell us what to do and what we have 10 pay. So we gethyand we payit. Itis hard,
but we have pride. We are the peaple whe don’t get raises and we are the ones living on a fixed income. Those of us
who only have Sogial Security as their only income cannot afford to go to Washington D.C. and request that we get
more money in our Social Security check, We are given what they give us and then, even when we get a tiny raise, more
of bur money is taken away and we have to pay more for our Medicare benefit. We can tell our government that our
medications cost more and we don't have the money to pay for them and need a raise, but we don't get a raise.

As of the census of 2010, there were 4902 school age children counted in the town of Newington. The student
envollment for 2016-17 is 3989 students. That is 913 [ess students than the statistics of 2013.

At the Public Budget Hearing, a Newington Teacher mentioned that an increase to the school budget would only be
$100. more per taxpayer per year. I a teacheris making $60,000. A year, that would not be as much of 2 hardship as
those of us getting $6,000 year from Social Security,

The Board of Education sent out a 2 page letter in color to Parents, Staff and Members of the Community to come to the
March 31, 2016 meeting about the public hearing. How much did that cost the taxpayers? | did not receive one of these
letters -1 am a taxpayer. Did the 5400 seniors receive this letter? Not every senior aver 65 drives at night or has a ride
to go an evening meeting.

How rmany of those working in the schaol system have gone 10 the Newington Human Services Food Bank and talked to
the senior citizens wheo have put their pride aside in order to have food on the table or signed up for the federally
funded community meals at the Senior and Disabled Center so they would have foed for that day. One man said, “i
didn’t come here for a hot meal, | wouldn't have any meal atall.” This is Newington - sot the inner city.

The Educatlonal system has a budget last year for 65,840,928 million and thic year, they want an increase of $2,200,000.
I hope you don’t approve this increase in this difficult economy — we do not need an increase in our taxes
Sincerely,

E ez Tﬂr...ﬂu»\rw Hewee
Jerityn Knapyile Nagel k

1175 Willard Ave..,Newington, CT 05111

46 year resident

Member of the Commission on Aging & Disability

Attachment: United Way A.LI.C.E. Report, pages 13,14,16,93

UNITED WAY ALICE REPORT — CONNECTICUT

Age
There are ALICE households in avery age braciet in Cannecticut. The number of ALICE
households and households in poverly generally refiect their proportion of the overall
population, with the youngest households slightly overrepresented and the oldest
underropresentad {Figure 4). Of Connocticut's 1.36 milion housshelds:
* Those headed by someone under the age of 25 account for 2 percent of all heuseholds,
9 percent of househelds In poverty, and 3 percent of ALICE houschelds

» Those headed by a 25~ to 44-yoar-old represent 31 percent of ali households, 36
parcent of househelds In poverty, and 3¢ percent of ALIGE households

* Those headed by a 45- ta 64-year-cld fepresent 43 percent of the total, 36 percent of
househelds In poverty, and 37 percent of ALIGE households

VW + Those headed by someene 65 or older reprasent 24 percent of the total, 18 percent of

‘The smali cohart of
Younger Conmectivut
househoids s

mare fikely to have
incame below the
ALICE Threshold.”

househalds in poverty, and 30 percent of ALIGE househalds

Figure 4.
Household income by Age, Connecticut, 2012

Under 25 yoars =25 1te 44 yoarg

n45t0 64 years w65 yoars and ovor

Source: American Communlly Survey, 2012, ond the ALICE Threshold

When looking at Income levels within each age group, younger Connecticut houssholds is
more kely to have income belaw the ALIGE Threshold {Figure &)

+ Far households headed by someone under the age of 25, 38 percent are in poverty and
ancther 35 percent are ALICE households

- For households headed by a 25 to 44-year-okd, 12 percent are in poverty and another
24 parcent are ALICE households

While older households are less fikely to be in poverty, they are just as likely to be ALICE
(Figure 5):
+ For households headed by a 45- to 84-year-old, § percent are In poverty and ancther 21
percent are ALICE households

\VW\ + For households headed by someone 65 years or older, 8 percent are In poverly and

13

another 31 percent are ALICE households
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Figure 5.
Age by Household Income, Connecticut, 2012
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ALICE households In Connecticut face specific challenges depending on age. Many
senior households continue to wark, some by choice and others bacause of low income.
In Connecticut's 65- to 69-year-old age group, 39 percent are in the labor force, as are 21
percent of Connecticut residents aged 7074, and 7 percent of those 75 years and aver.
These rates are among the highest in the country (American Community Survay, 2012).

The comparatively low rate of senfor households in poverty (8 percent) provides evidance
that government benefits, including Social Securlty, are effective at reducing poverty among
seniors (Haskins, 2011), But the fact that 31 percent of senlor households qualify as ALICE
highlights the reality that these sams benefits often do not enable financial stabliity. This is
especially true in Connecticut, where the cost of fiving Is high.

Earning enough Income to reach the ALICE Threshold is especizlly challenging fer young
households in Cannecticut. As a result, households in this already small age bracket
decreased by 17 percent frarm 2007 ta 2012. Two main factors drove that decraase: some
young worlcers moved In with thelr parents to save money, and others Jeft Connecticut to
lock for other opportunities (Vespa, Lewis and Kreider, 2013; Joseph and Rodriguez, 2013;
American Community Survey, 2012).

Race/Ethnicity

While differences In race/ethnicity are often highlighted bstween households in poverty and
the tetal population, less s known about those who are struggling to afford the basics but
earn more than the FPL. In fact, the race/athnicity of ALICE households fairly closely mirrars
that of the Connecticut population as a wheole (Figure 6).

Eighty-two percent of Connecticit's 1.36 million househoids are headed by someone who
is White (1.5, Census classification), as are 74 percent of ALICE househeids. In fact, White
househoids remain the majarity in all income categories, while the distribution is mixed for
minarity households. Because race and ethnicity are overlapping tategories, Connecticut
residents of any race can also be ethnically Hispanic.

“Many senior
households continue
to work, some by
choice and others
because of low
income. ..

UNITEE WAY ALICE REPORY — CONKECTICUT

The Asian share of Connecticut's papulation doubled from 1.5 percent in 1990 to 3 percent in
2012 (American Community Survey, 2012; Immigration Policy Center, 2014),

Geography

ALICE and poverty households represent mors than 7 parcent of the population In each aof
the 168 municipalities reporting househalds with Income In Connecticut. The wide distributlon
of ALICE and! poverty-level househelds Is clear from the municipal map of Connecticut,
presented in Figure 7. Municipalities with more than 50 percent of households bejow the
ALICE Threshold are shaded darkest blue; those with less than 10 percent are shaded
lightest blve, Because some areas have small popuiations, the Amerlcan Community Survey
estimates of household income for those areas are often based on 3- and Syear averages.

Figure 7,
Percent of Households below the ALICE Threshold by Municipality,
Gonneciicut, 2012

Sourca: Americen Community Survay, 2012, and the ALICE Thresheld

More than two-thirds of Connectlcut’s munlcipalitios have more than 20 pergent of
households living on an Income below the ALICE Threshold. A further brealdewn
shows that

~ 30 percent (51 towns) have 5 to 19 percent of households below the ALICGE Threshold

* 41 percent (70 towns) have 20 16 28 percent of househelds below the ALICE Thresholke
> 18 percent (30 towns) mwe.m 30 10 39 percent of hausshelds befow the ALICE Threshold

~ 5 percent (S towns) have 40 to 49 percent of households below the ALICE Threshold

= § percent (9 towns) have more thar 50 percent of households below the ALIGE
Threshold

“Wore than
two-thirds of
Connecticut’s
municipalities
frave more than
20 percent of
households fiving
on an income
below the ALICE
Threshold.”
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Zartarian, Roy

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Crean, Virginia <VCrean@npsct.org>

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 8:32 AM

Zartarian, Roy; Budrejko, Gail; DelBuonc, Bath; Manke, Tim; Nagel, David

Please reconsider your original vote on the budget.-Please read aloud at meeting.

Budget

To All Who Are Not in Faver of the Budget Increase,

My name is Ginnte Crean from Marlborough, CT, and | have taught at MKMS for the past eighteen years.
First, thank you all for your service te the town of Newington. That said, those of us in the classrcom know
the needs of our students/schoals the best. By not supporting the budget increase, our students’ most
valuable resource, their teachers, will be eliminated. Please reconsider your vote and provide our kids with
the teols they need to succeed and thrive in schocl and beyond.

Respectfully,

Ginnie Crean

Grade 7 ELA/SS Teacher

MKMS

Zartarian, Roy

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject

Categories:

Flint, Catherine <Cflint@npsctorg>
Friday, April 1, 2016 10:58 PM
Zartarian, Roy

2.8% increase

Budget

My name is Catherine Flint and | live at 20 Wilso \>\<m:cm. Please read this email aloud during public
participation portion of the Town Council meeting on April 5th, 2016.

t am disappointed that you do not feel ours€hool system is worth the 2.8% increase that is necessary to
preserve jobs and furthermore, the well¢being of our Newington students, It takes a village to raise & child and
the cuts made by continuing with a 0% increase will eliminate so many important parts of our student's
village. As a lifelong resident, kindgrgarten teacher at John Paterson and parent of 2 children at Anna
Reynolds, | would like to urge all,Council members te support the 2.8% increase and continue to make our
town a place that young familie§ seek out to raise thelr families due to our cutstanding school system|

Sincerely,

Catherine Flint
Kindergarten
Jotw PatersoneS L
(860) 666-4657 ext. \nmm
,._\..
Catherine Flint
Kindergarion
JehwnPaterson School
(860) 666 4657 ext. 235
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Trevethan, Jaime

From:; Serra, Diana

Sent; Tuesday, April 05, 2016 9:52 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime |

Subject: Fwd: Revised - Please use this version,
4.5.16

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kathleen Fleming <flemingkathleen(@sbeglobal net>

<tmanke@newingtonet.gov>, "dnagel

Subject: Revised - Please use this version.
Reply-To: Kathleen Fleming <flemingkathleen

Please use the updated email below. In my original amail, | inadvertently left off the word “is™ in the third
paragraph.

Thanks. Have a great dayl

----- Forwarded Message —--

From: Kathleen Fleming <flemingkathles
To: "zanesi@newingtonct. gov" <canest wingtenct.gove; “deserra@newingto
<deserafnewingiengt.oov=; "jm in i V" <imarccchini@newl
"mklett@newingtonat, i
Sent: Monday, Aptil 4, 2016 10:24 PM

Subject: Board of Education Budget, April 5th meeting: Please read & include in meeting minutes

My name is Kathy Fleming. My husband, Brian Fleming and | live at 111 Nicholson
Street. | would like for you to please read my remarks during your meeting on Tuesday,
April 5, 2016 and record them in the meeting minutes.

Council Members: Carol Anest, Diana Cassasanta-Serra, Jim Marocchini, and Maureen
Klett: Thank you for supporting the proposed 2.8% increase to the Board of Education’s
Budget. Beyond the specifics being considered here, your willingness to reach a
reasonable compromise speaks volumes about your integrity and character.

Mayor, Roy Zartarian, and Council Members: Gail Budrejke, Beth DelBuono, Tim
Manrke, and David Nage!: Thank you, in advance, for working toward a compromise with
the Board of Education on passing an appropriate budget increase. As a former

1
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It isn't 2 coincldence that the towns with the best schools have the highest real estate values, and towns
with the worst schools have the lowest.

This is the point at which the “no tax increase” politicians usually start talking about waste, and how
they're going to efiminate it. This sounds good, but we all know it's nonsense: all human enterprise
entails some waste, including and especially private enterprise, | know - | used 0 run a business, I'm
sure, on a proportional basis, your spouse can Identify more waste in your home than you'll ever identify
in the school system.

Nobody likes to have their taxes ralsed, and no politician wants to be tagged as “tax raiser.” But your
responsibility as a leader is to explain that some tax increases are investments to protect what your
constituents already own. { pay far more than this tax increase to insure my home against the miniscule
possibility of a fire; I'd gladly pay an additional 3.5% against the virtual certalnty that my home's value
will erode if the reputation of the town’s schools declines,

Thirty five years ago, when we moved to Conmecticut from California, we chose to pay 2 premium to Jive
in West Hartford because of the reputation of its schools. And because West Hartford maintained the
quality and the reputation of its schools, we enjoyed a significant appreciation in the value of our home,
while incidentally, our kids got pretty good educations. So if you're looking for a place to cut, cut the
Senier Center budget, No one ever chase to live in a town because of the quality of its Senior Center,

There’s no need to respond, but | would appreciate the courtesy of an acknowledgement that you
received this.

Sincerely,

Howard Luxenberg
196 Barkledge Dr.
Newington, CT 06111

Trevethan, Jaime

From:;
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Read. 4.5.16
Diana Serra

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

Serra, Diana

Tuesday, April 05, 2016 9:50 PM
Trevethan, Jaime

Fwd: Suppaert for BOE full 2.8% on April 5

From: "Anest, Carol" <CAnest@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Date: April 2, 2016 at 8:12:14 AM EDT

To: "Balling, Marc" <MBallin;

npscl.org>

Ce: "Serra, Diana" <DSerra@NewingtonCT,.Gov>, "imarochini@newingtonet, gov"
<jmarochini@newingtonct. gov>, "Klett, Maureen" <MKlett@NewingtonCT.Gov:>, "Zartarian,

Roy" <R Zartarian@NewingtonCT.Gov>>, "Budrejko, Gail" <GBudreiko@NewingtonCT Gov>,

"DelBuonoe, Beth” <BDelBuono@NewinptonCT,Gov>, "Manke, Tim"
<IManke@NewingtonCT.Gove>, "Nagel, David" <dnagel@NewingtonCT.Gov>

Subject: Re: Support for BOE full 2.8% on April 5

Mr. Balling,

Thank you for caring about our community.

In my opinion, teachers our the foundation of our community, who are role models for cur
students and provide them with the necessary skills and tools to excel.

Without the these, they will not be able to compete with others in the real world.

We will have you letter and it will be read inte the record at the mecting on Tuesday evening.

Carol

Carol A. Anest
Minority Leader

Newingten Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.

Sent from my iPad

On Apr 2, 2016, at 6:39 AM, Balling, Marc <MBallin

Dear Newington Town Council members,

Please read the following for the public record on April 5, 2016:

My name is Mare Balling, and ['ve worked as a music teacher for students and
parents of Newington at Ruth Chaffee School for nearly 20 years. My home
address is 92 Croft Drive in Manchester. I would like to thank council members
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Serra, Digna

Sent; Tuesday, April 05, 2016 $:48 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: This year's Board of Education Budget
Read 4.5.16

Diana Serra

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Anest, Carol" <CAnest@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Date: April 5, 2016 at 9:140:02 PM EDT

To: "Serra, Diana” <DSerra@NewingtonCT,
Subject: Fwd: This year’s Board of Education Budget

Carol

Carol A. Anest
Minerity Leader
Newington Town Council

Please pardon the brevity and any typos.
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kathryn Carle <kathryn56
Date: April 5, 2016 at 9:39:17 PM EDT

To: "Anest, Carol" <canest@newingtonct.pov>

Subject: Fwd: This year's Board of Education Budget

Don't know why Gail didn't read my letter. Here it is. Maybe you can read it now
if i#t's not too late.

-—---—-- Forwarded message «s~w—-

From: Kathryn Carle <kathryn5699 ail.com>
Date: Sat, Apr 2, 2016 at 5:01 PM

Subject: This year's Board of Education Budpet
To: gbudreikof@newingtonct.gov

Dear Councillor Budrejko,

FPlease read the below email during the first Public Participation
segment of the April 3, 2016 Town Council meeting. Thank you.

Good evening, Mayor and Town Council members,

My name is Kathryn Carle, 54 Cobblestone Court, Newington. Iam
concerned about my property value. When people are looking for a town
in which to live, there are many considerations. They want an excellent
educational system, activities for their children to do, and a safe
environment. Newington currently is such 2 town. However, your short-
sightedness in not giving the Board of Education the compromised 2.8%
budget increase proposed by the Democrats threatens to chip away at
what makes Newington a desirable place to live. This will result in
declining property values. Newington Public Schools has an excellent
reputation for being innovative and a great value for the money. Even
though I am 2 teacher at Wallace, I must admit I was skeptical about the
acadernies at the middle schools, but now see how they, along with the
1-to-1 Chromeboaok initiative, are setting Newington above and beyond
other school districts. That adds value to my property because it sets
Newington apart in a positive and desirable way. Some pecple say that
not funding the 2.8% for the Board of Education's budget is only for one
year, but when taxpayers se¢ the dedicated teachers working harder in
order to make do with less money this year, they will continue to
demand less money go to the Board's budget in future years. And that
will continue to cause a downward trend in my, and everyone else’s,
property values. Please don't play politics with our property values; fund
the compromised 2.8% Board of Education's budget for this fiscal

year. Thank vou. ,
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: DelBuong, Beth

Sent: Waednesday, April 06, 2016 11:09 AM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject; F&/: Budget

From: Stacey Michaud {smichaud11@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 03, 2016 8:26 AM

To: DelBuono, Beth

Subject: Budget

Good morning,
MWy name is Stacey Michaud and | live at 105 Stonehedge Drive. | am asking you to support the 2.8% increase to fund the
board of education budget. We moved to Newington for the schools and want the quality to continue. Please read this

at the meeting to be held on Tuesday.

Stacey

Trevethan, Jaime

From: DelBuong, Beth

Sent; Wednesday, April 06, 2016 11:08 AM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: FwW: Town budget

From: Natalie Harbeson [natalie.harbeson@sheglobalnet]
Sent: Monday, April 04, 2018 1;20 AM

To: DelBuong, Bath

Subject: Town budget

Dear Counselor Delbuono,

| spoke in favor of giving the BOE a 0% budget increase at one of the meetings but have since been listening and reading
and have learned some things | didn't know before. | still feel it is very unfair for the BCE to receive such huge
discrepancies compared 1o the town departments, It is my opinion that the BOE should receive no more than 50% of the
entire budget ang even that is unfair considering the schools serve such a small percentage of the total number of
people living in town. However, that being said, it is my understanding that although the town departments were given
0% in past budgets their salaries were not affected by the 0%, If that is the case, | think that the BQE should receive most
or all of the money that wouid cover salaries.

I also feel that the Superinteadent and the BOE should make a commitment to be more honest and transparent in the
way the BOE finances are handled. For years before Dr, Collins was superintendent, there has been the appearance that
the school budget is a shell game. Buying the buses at the end of last year may not have been actual proof of a shell
game but certainly gave a very strong appearance of one. it is time for their budget to be totally transparent to the
citizens of Newington for the resldents’ sakes but also for the superintendent and members of the BOE, There should
not be any appearance that unethical behavior {i.e. shell games} could be happening.

For many years ! never questioned that the BOE's budget wasn't exactly as presented but as the town departments kept
getting less and less of the total budget | have payed closer attention to the BOE's budget and can no longer trust that
there are no 'shell games' going on. | think it is time for the BOE to tighten their belt, consider the community as a
whole, and become more transparent but not at the expense of peogle's jobs. At least not this year. If their actions do
not change and they continue to appear to cry wolf by threatening fay-offs as the erly solution, | cannot promise | would
not support a 0% increase next year, But this year, they should be given a chance to improve their handiing of the
budget.

Natalie Harbeson

318 Lloyd Street
Newington CT

Sent from my iPad

Sent from my iPad
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: DelBuono, Beth

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 11:06 AM
Te: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: PW: Town Councii Meeting 4/8

From: Verch, Leanna [Iverch@npsct.org]

Sent: Monday, Aprll 04, 2016 5:46 PM -
To: DelBucne, Beth

Subject: Town Council Meeting 4/5

Dear Town Council Member DelBuono,

My name is Leanna Verch, and | am a 7th grade teacher at John Wallace Middle School, | would like for this
email to be read aloud at the Town Council Meeting on April 5th,

During my past two years at Wallace, | have been a part of the close-knit community and the passion for
education that fills every classroom. The current staff and class sizes promote the learning and growth of each
individual child, as well as allow for a personal connection and rapport with each class. These strong
connections between staff and students are the foundation of providing a quality education. By voting in favor
of the full 2.8% budget increase, you wili ailow teachers to continue educating students to ensure they are
college, career, and citizenship ready. Please choose to support not only our students' futures, but

our teachers' potential to continue making a daily impact on these young lives.

Thank you,
Leanna Verch

Grade 7 Language Arts
John Wallace Middie School

Trevethan, Jaime

From: DelBuono, Beth

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 11.04 AM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: FW: Budget

From: Plourd, Kenneth C. (Student) Iplourd@my.ccsu.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, Aprll 05, 2016 10:10 AM

To: DelBuono, Beth

Subject: Budget

Mrs, DelBuono,

My name is Ken Plourd and | have been a resident of Newington for many years. { am very
disappointed with your decision to vote NO for the increase in the education budget. My wife and [ do not
have any children and even we can see the importance for increasing the budget. Educating children should
be the priority of any Town Council member such as yourself, [ beg you to rethink your position; please do the
right thing and listen to the residents and vote YES.

Ker: P,
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: DelBuone, Beth

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 11,02 AM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: P Budget Dedision

From: Heiming, Jeff [JHelming@npsct.org]

Sent: Tuesday, Aprll 05, 2016 6:49 PM

To: DelBuono, Beth

Cc: Zartarlan, Roy; Budrejko, Gafl; Nagel, David; Manke, Tim
Subject: Budget Decision

Dear Beth DelBuono,

Please read this letter aloud during the Public Participation portion of the Town Council Meeting.

My name is Jeff Helming. Ilive at 1065 Burlington Avenue in Bristol. Ihave been a second grade teacher in
Newington for 16 years and have been lucky to teach hundreds of students, including one of a current board
member’s children, during my career.

1 am writing to encourage you to support of the 2.8% increase to the Board of Education: budget. The increase
is needed to keep Newington Public Schools a wonderfu! place for students to learn and grow. I was
disappointed to hear that members of the board are supporting a 0% increase. This is detrimental to school
systern. Jobs will be lost while other positions will not be filled upen upeeming retirements. [teachina
classroom with 23 bright and creative students, This class size is already larger than many and I fear that class
sizes will continue to grow. This will rob children of the individual time they need with their teacher that
zllows them to fully reach their potential.

Town ¢ouncil members, you are welcome to visit room 10 at Anna Reynolds to see what we, my students and I,
do each day. Making a stand on a zero percent increase may seem like a good idea, but when you look into the
faces of those it will affect, you will see that it is not worth it. Please give our school system the increase it
needs to continue to be a trendsetter and to provide the best education possible.

Thank you,

Jeff Helming

Jeff Helming
Teacher Leader
Grade 2

Anna Reynolds

860-521-7830 Ext, 210



SnuaAYy (I 2[de 05t
ouedsg Jaguuar

‘Alnpoadsay

-pasu Aau} xuius Ay, sEuIL), [BUSIEL U} 310489 saINn;
$ue:plIy2 Jno pue sqof s1aydes) suIngd o) Jsquieurs) £y} 'spuny a2y}
Bunsisiuiwpe si19Bpng uoleanp3 jo pleog Y3 Uaum adoy | "sas Aue U

‘sBapALG pue Asuow apesiadns sABmE souUsLadXS PUB LWOPSIM

JeU SPIY SN0 MOYS O} siojeanpe asaul &g paAeinod S0USPUUCY BWOS

285 0} 92IU USSQ SAPINOM i ‘WNWIULL BTy 'S 1aBpNG au) Jeum Jejiew ou
SAUY} NG 'BAIAINS AJUO JOU [IIM oM ‘aidoad ayqedes pue paua|e} ABLISAIXS
Jo dn apEwW S joUISIp [BUCHEONPS SIY} 8SNedaq Jefl Bunels Aq ARINWILOD
I PAAISS JeIaq BARY PINOM S1Syeads osauy] 'Sepnie Isheslsp pue
apuaanf Buiziesos ueyy JoLgey pavse AUl (e 196 Luptp Ayl Jl pus pIMoMm
PHIOM B} PAASIOG OUM SIOUIES) PUE SISQUIW JOH PSSW-EDM 34

10 2lIos 3n91[aq JUpInaD | ‘Buuesy 3aBpnq syl pepUSHE | LBUM Woam1sed

*gog} om spoelsqe Aue Ugt 1aNe] A2 am ISNEda] sdiyspiey
LG TT

ponosed Janbuod pue 'sslousioyep aldsap [20Xe ‘Ajislanpe

aydsap pa9oons LD am JBYL AJUBPNIS 1N MOYs O} Aunpoddo sy

©} 951 PeIISUl (W UCHEINPS JO preog By 'Hedssp JO S0

a1 Uy Buimoliem 3o peejsul el Buidoy usy “easud [t SPUIL 1S183(0
ey adoy ayy pue 3ebpng uckeanp3 Jo plecy sy} Buipsedai Buium we |

:pIoa2 BUY QU SIYL PESS SSEd|d

:cucngia( Jo[punos) Jead

18104M <Woo-coyeiPouedsezzeidusf> ouedg Jajuuar ‘IWd 00°8 SLOT ‘s Wy ‘Aepseny uQ

N R R A AN O B T

‘Bugssus D1 $3461U01 18 pIOsaL Y 103 JRNET Mg naafgng
SUWIBL URLIDASI L He i

WV TETT 9T0Z '90 udy ‘Aepsaupam 3uag
<aulaus@peqdis» oucngRd yiaeg wodg

L



Trevethan, Jaime

From: Budrejke, Gail

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 10:11 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwcl; Letter in Support of 2,8% increase
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Budrejko, Gail" <GBudrejko@NewingtonCT.Goy>

Date: April 5, 2016 at 6:43:15 PM EDT
To: "Cohen, Melissa" <mcohen@npset.org>
Subject: Re: Letter in Support of 2.8% increase

Scnt from my iPad

On Apr 5, 2016, at 4:00 PM, Cohen, Melissa <mechen{@npsct.org> wrote:

Please see attached letter. Thank you.

Melissa Cohen
Grade 6 Secial Studies

John Wallace Middle School

<Town Council April 2016.docx>

Trevethan, Jaime

From: Budrejko, Gail

Sent; Tuesday, April 12, 2016 10:11 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: budget

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Budrejko, Gail" <GBudreikc@NewlngtonCT.Gov>
Date: April 5, 2016 at 3:43:16 PM EDT

To: "Bell, Ken" <kbell@ngsct.orj

Subject: Re: budget

On Apr 5, 2016, at 12:03 PM, Bell, Ken <kbell@npsct org> wrote:

Hello members of the town countil, | just wanted to express my concern about why you
are not approving an increase in the budget for next year, Asa parent of children of this
wonderful and award winning school system, a teacher in town 25 well as a tax paying
citizen, ! am very worrled about what a 0% increase will do to our educationa! systemn.
You il know how important a school system is for a town. You all know what great
schools we have here in Newington. You all know we have many teachers that
volunteer above and beyond for our kids. | know some of you personally and know that
you have had or curreatly have kids in the school system, | know ane of you use the
facilitles on a regular basis to work with our kids.

Why would you vote for a 0% increase? s there something you know that we don’t? If
50, please share. .

1 would hope this Is not a personal vendetta against the superintendent. ! would hope
that you understard what could potentiatly happen if a 0% increase is approved. | urge
you to reconsider. And if those of you that 1 know personally have something to share
with me that might shed a little fight on why you would support a 0% increase, please
contact me. Our conversation will remain confident, | really would like to know,

Thank you for reading my email.

Ken Bell

860-836-4907
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Budrejko, Gail

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2015 10:C8 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwdl: 4/5/2016 Town Council Meeting  BOE Budget Vote
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Budrejko, Gail" <GBudrejko@NewingtonCT.Gov>

Date: April 5, 2016 at 3:27:36 PM EDT

To: "Udice, Mary" <MUdice@npsct.org>

Subjeet: Re: 4/5/2016 Town Council Mecting BOE Budget Vote

On Apr 5, 2016, at 9:42 AM, Udice, Mary <MUdice@npsct.org™ wrote:

Dear Gail,
Please read my email at tonight's Town Council meeting. Thank You.

I have spoken at the last two special meetings regarding the Board of Education
budget and am making one last appeal for the budget to be approved, As|
walked around MKMS this morning it made me quite sad to see both the
teachers and the students and realize the vote was this evening. !t appears from
last Thursday nights meeting that the majority of the public want the BOE
approved budget vet the Republicans on the Town Council won't listen to their
constituent's nor their Republican led Board of Education . Al of you were
elected as individuals and 1 can only hope you vote with your conscience this
evening.

Sincerely,

Mary B. Udice
26 Dalewood Road

Newington, CT 06111
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a well-rounded educaticn unique to his or her individual needs and talents like
my niece and nephews did.

lam also privileged to be an 8th grade English Language Arts teacher right here
in Newington at John Wallace Middle Schocl. | have taught here for the last
thirteen of my twenty-seven year career, One can't imagine the true joy of
getting to give back to a community that gave me so much. | do not have
children of my own, ané 1 have lived in two other CT towns where | paid taxes
yet had no children. | have always supported what the Board of Education in
each town recommended as a budget increase because | truly believe our
children are our town's greatest resource.

limplore you to vote for a 2.8% budget increase instead of a 0% increase. | don't
want our students to miss out on the amazing hearts and talents belenging to
the many Newington teachers who will lose their jobs due to a 0% increase. |
have worked side-by-side with the majerity of these strong, caring individuals.
Our town’s students would benefit from their knowledge, leadership, and unique
abilities.

Please help Newington keep its tradition of excellence in education by voting for
2 2.8% budget incraase.

Respectfully,

Catherine Donahue

Trevethan, Jaime

m_.o_..nu Budrejke, Gail

Sent Tuesday, April 12, 2016 10:06 PM

To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fw: Letter re; Tomorrew Night's Town Counci! Meeting
Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Budrejko, Gail" <GBudreiko@NewingtonCT.Gov>

Date: April 4, 2016 2t 10:11:32 PM EDT

To: "Forrest C, Helvie" <forresthelvie@att.net>

Subject: Re: Letter re: Tomorrow Night's Town Council Meeting

On Apr 4, 2016, at 2:51 PM, Forrest C. Helvie <forrest.helvie@att. net> wrote:

Dear Mayor Zartarian and Members of the Town Council,

I hope this email finds you well. in spite of my disagreement with the majority’s
opinion in the matter of the funding the BOE, | do appreciate the work you are
doing as I'm sure it is incredibly time-consuming, stressful, and no doubt, keeps
you away from your homes and families. | think everyone can respect that.

| emailed Councilor Delbuono on Friday thanking her for publicly expressing her
openness to continued talks with members of the BOE during the Special
Meeting held last Thursday, and it is my hope those discussions did continue
over the weekend and into the start of this week. And as ! related tc Ms.
Delbucno, | resgect this is a difficult time. 1 am stuck with a home in Bristo!
where we originally lived up until Oct. 2014 that did not sell, in addition to

my horme here in Newington, so believe me: | know the stress of being fiscally
responsible and living on a tight budget, If our renters leave or furnace goes,
we're going to have to think quick. I'm also locking at pay freezes, furloughs and
other “hits on the chin” as well being a ConnSCU faculty member, as is my wife
who is a public school educator looking at potential pay freezes. There's a lot of
juggling going on in my family with finances, and in spite of what was perceived
as a flippant remark by some about forgoing a pizza night once a month to
absorb a possible tax increase (I argue it was putting the proposed tax increase in
real terms that people could visualize), my wife and | are only teachers - far from
being so well off as to live without an eye towards what’s at stake here in CT. But
we deeply value education and are willing to take a tax increase for these
purposes.
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Arr Teucher
Newingion High School

Ari Progrem Leader
Newington Publie Schools

deolai@npser org

860-666-5611 5 1413

"The greatest seivntists are afwuys artisis as well " Afbert Elnstein

Trevethan, Jaime

From: Budrejka, Gail

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 10:04 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Fwd: 2.8% Increase

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Budreiko, Gail” <GBudreiko@NewingtonCT.Gov>
Date: April 4, 2016 at 9:57:56 PM EDT

To: "gbudrejkof@hotmail.com" <ghudrejko@hotmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: 2.8% Increase

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Verrone-Buccilli, Amy" <averrone-buccilli@npsct.org>
Date: April 4, 2016 at 12:05:16 PM EDT
i ewingtonct.gov" <rzartarian@newingtonet.gov,
:953 onet. ooy An_uca_.a_rc@:ng:mﬂo:oﬁ LOV>,

"dnapgel@newin aoﬂ‘ ov" <dnagel@newingtonct, c<v
Subject: 2.8% Increase

Dear Town Councit Members,

My name is Amy Verrone-Buccilli, and I am a resident of West Hartford, I have
had the privilege of teaching in Newington for 11 years at both Newington HS
and currently Martin Kellogg Middle School. Iam writing to reiterate how
imperative it is that the Board of Education receives the entire 2.8%

increase. Without these funds, the district will lose valuable programs and
services that arc critical o our students' success. I believe very strongly that the
schools should be the cornerstene of the community, Supporting the children is
an investment in the firture; one that will yield great gains for the town as a
whole,
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Trevethan, Jaime

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Budirejko, Ga
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 1%:03 PM
Trevethan, Jaime

Fwd: Budget

Sent from my iFad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Budrejko, Gail” <GBudrejko @ Newin,

Date: April 3, 2016 at 11:14:04 PM EDT
To: "ghudrejko@hotmail.com" <gbudreiko @hotmail.com>
Subject: Pwd: Budget

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Obert-Hahn, Andrea” <achert@npsct.org>
Date: April 2, 2016 at 1:40:53 PM EDT

wingtenct.gove,

v <tmanke@newingtongt.gove, "dna

<dnagel@newingtonct.pov>
Subject: Budget

To Members of the Town Council:

My name is Andrea Obert-Hahn. | am a lifeleng resident of Newington and continue to
live and work here. | foved growing up in Newington and always aspired to come back
here after college to live and raise a family and to work as a teacher. So far that dream
has come true as | am currently a second grade teacher at John Paterson with some of
the most amazing students I've ever come across. | aiso live on Mallard Lane with my
husband and two dogs. Sc far everything is going as planned.

PLEASE READ THIS AT MEETING ON TUESDAY:
My hushand and i are currently in the process of buying a house in Newington. He
wanted to look in other towns with more land, but | stood my ground. | want my future
children to grow up as | did. HOWEVER, I am now worried that we may have made the
wrong cheice. Everyone that | know from Newington chose to come here because of the
school district. They have a fantastic reputation. But not allowing the budget to increase
due to not wanting the taxes to go up is not responsible. Once we do that and teachers’
positions are cut, we have lost that impeccable reputation. We then become one of
“thase” districts, | will no longer have faith in this district that  will send my children to
1

and work for. | will need to reconsider this move. | do know that homes were just
reappraised, for us at about a 10% increase, which should adjust the amount of meney
coming in to our town, The mill rate should not need to be raised, but we should still
have enough to increase the budgets ever 5o slightly as needed to maintain our school’s
reputation and ahility to education the future of cur town, It is appalling to me that the
residents of this town, who most likely moved here for the schogl district and had their
children raised in our schools, are now not willing to spend their tax dollars on the same
thing that was of such importance to them many years before. What about the next
generation? | recognize many of your names as being parents of students from our
district (some that | went to school with), as well as educators yourself, Shame on you.

| request that the above paragraph (as marked) be read at the April 5 Town Council
meeting, | would be in attendance myself, but | have an obligation {using my perscnal
time and money) at my school providing extended opportunities for the youth of
Newington.

Andrea Obert-Hahn
Second Grade Teacher
John Paterson Elementary School
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Trevethan, Jaime

From: Budrejko, Gail

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 10:02 PM
To: Trevethan, Jaime

Subject: Pwid: 2.8% increase

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Budrgjko, Gail" <GBudrejko@NewingtonCT.
Date: April 3, 2016 at 11:04:37 PM EDT

To: "Flint, Catherine" <Cflint@npsct.org>

Subject: Re: 2.8% increase

Ms. Flint

Thank you for your communication on the budget. We are listening to many and reviewing mary
issues as we make a final decision. We are pleased that residents are concerned cnough to let us
know their position on this issue.

Thank you

Gail Budrejko

Sent from my iPad

On Apr 1, 2016, at 11:17 PM, Flint, Catherine <Cflint@npsct.org> wrote:

My name is Catherine Flint and | ive at 20 Wilson Avenue, Please read this
email aloud during public participation portion of the Town Council meeting on
April 5th, 2016.

| am disappointed that you do not feel our school system is worth the 2.8%
increase that is necessary to preserve jobs and furthermore, the well-being of
our Newington students. It takes a village to raise a child and the cuts made by
continuing with a 0% increase will eliminate so many important parts of our
student’s village. As a lifelong resident, kindergarten teacher at John Paterson
and parent of 2 children at Anna Reynolds, | would |ike to urge all Council
members to support the 2,8% Increase and continue to make our town a place
that young families seek out to raise their families due to our outstanding school
system|

Sinceraly,

Catherinege Flint
Kindergartor

Johw Patersovw School
(860) 666-4657 ext: 235
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Trevethan, Jaime

1 would fike this email to be read aloud during Public Participation at the April
5th Town Council Meeting.

From: DelBucno, Beth
Sent; Wednesday, April 06, 2016 11:10 AM
To: Trevethan, Jaime
Subject: FW: vote yes for a 2.8% BOE budget increase
Sincerely,
From: Weber, Maureen [mweber@npsct.org]
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2016 2:07 PM
To: DelBuono, Beth
Subject: vote yes for a 2.8% BCE budget Increase
Motly Weber
Molly Weber
English Teacher 111 Arch Rd.
Avon, CT
Freshman Class Advisor English Teacher, Newington High School
Newington High School As you prepare to cast your vote that will determine whether or not to increase the Board of Education
budget, ! urge you to consider the lasting Impact this cut will have on so many lives: the lives of Newington
860-666-5611 x1304 students, the dedicated teachers and staff that will no longer serve this vibrant community, and the residents

who will no longer live in a desirable town that voung couples and families feel will foster z2nd protect the
potential of their children. There are other ways to address the differences of opinion or the perceived
mismanagement that you cite as a reason for the 0% increase, It is imperative that you vote to support a 2.8%
increase in the Board of Education budget on April 5.

I would like this email to be read aloud during Public Participation at the April 5th Town Council Meeting.
Sincerely,

Melly Weber

English Teacher
Frashman Class Advisor
Newington High School
860-666-5611 %1304



