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TOWN OF NEWINGTON

131 Cedar Street

Newington, Connecticut 06111
Mayor Stephen woods

MINUTES 

NEWINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Conf. Room L-101 (Lower Level) – Town Hall

131 Cedar Street

7:00 P.M.  

January 13, 2015
Mayor Woods called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

II.  ROLL CALL 

Councilor Borjeson

Councilor Castelle

Councilor Cohen - absent
Councilor Dinunzio

Councilor Klett -absent
Councilor Marocchini

Councilor McDonald 

Councilor Nagel 

Mayor Woods

Staff Attendees:


John Salomone, Town Manager


Steven Juda, Assessor 


Lisa Masten, Library Director

Lou Jachimowicz, Chief Finance & Operations Officer, BOE

Jaime Trevethan, Asst. to the Town Manager – Administration  

Linda Irish-Simpson, Clerk of the Council

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL 

Roy Zartarian, 25 Stuart Street: he indicated he hoped the CCM prescription plan would pass the Council but wondered why it took so long to implement in Town since the plan had been available since 2012. Mr. Zartarian asked why the Town was not joining the fiber optic network, which would give high speed internet to both commercial and residential. His third item was about the housing study and when the full unabridged copy would be made available to the public. Lastly, Mr. Zartarian thought the naming of the busway access road, Myra Cohen Way, was well deserved. 
Rodney Mortensen, 53 Meadowview Court: He stated that the honor of naming the access road Myra Cohen Way was a wonderful recognition of someone who was well prepared in all meetings and even if your disagreed with her, she was a lady who always respected the other side, had no cross words which could be a lesson for the current day. He also wanted to remind everyone that her husband should also be thanked for all the time Myra spent away from home. 
Maddy Kenny, 53 Crestview Drive: She said that Myra Cohen was an amazing woman and the Town was blessed to have her be a part of it. 

Judy Igielski, 23 Musket Drive: She stated she had first met Myra when she was starting her campaign to keep Kimberly Road open so it was easier to get to West Farms Mall as well as concerns about the safety in the neighborhood. She was always respectful, caring, compassionate and did not matter how old or young a person was, she cared. Myra Cohen was a model for everyone to follow. She wanted to thank her husband as well since she spent a lot of time away from home. 
Lee Ann Manke, 112 Northwood Road:  She agreed with the previous comments regarding Myra Cohen and indicated she was very knowledgeable; and if you got into a discussion with her, you had better have your facts since Myra always had hers. 

IV.
CONSIDERATION OF OLD BUSINESS (Action May Be Taken)

A. Street Naming – “Myra Cohen Way”

Councilor Castelle moved the following:  
WHEREAS, Councilor Myra Cohen was born in New York City, graduated from high school at the age of 16, married Connecticut resident  Al Cohen in 1954 and settled in Newington in 1956; and

WHEREAS, Councilor Cohen became active in government as a citizen during the highly publicized issue of closing Kimberley Road and fought as a member of the “Keep Kimberley Road Open” organization; and

WHEREAS, Councilor Cohen continued to be active in governmental affairs through her involvement with the Senior and Disabled Center and by keeping a watchful eye on Town Council actions; and

WHEREAS, in 1991 Councilor Cohen was elected to the Newington Town Council and has served on the Council continuously since then; and

WHEREAS, Councilor Cohen is well known for her expansive knowledge of Newington and its history as well as her fair and balanced approach to her responsibilities as a Councilor; and

WHEREAS, Councilor Cohen has served on numerous project building committees and has served as a liaison to various boards and commissions including the Conservation Commission, the Youth-Adult Council and the Commission on Aging and Disabled and has been a member of the Committee on Community Safety, the Affordable Age-Restricted Housing Study Committee and the Facilities Naming Committee among many others; and

WHEREAS, Councilor Cohen was a valuable resource for information and advice to the recent Charter Revision Commission; and

WHEREAS, Councilor Cohen has tirelessly championed the causes of the taxpayers, the elderly and the youth with a particular interest in public transportation; and

WHEREAS, Councilor Cohen’s colleagues and friends on the Town Council wish to recognize her invaluable contributions and many years of dedicated service; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that the Newington Town Council hereby designates the newly constructed access road from Fenn Road to the Busway as “Myra Cohen Way” in honor of Councilor Cohen and her countless achievements for the Town of Newington.

Al Cohen thanked the Council for the honor and was very proud of Myra. He indicated it all started with Kimberly Road and thought it was a great way to show that an individual could make a difference in America and was a great lesson in democracy.  He said that for all the hours she dedicated to the various committees and the Council, it was a good thing it was a non-paying position since the Town could not have afforded to pay for all the hours worked.  The Mayor stated that Myra was probably one of the tallest and strongest 4’ 10” women he had ever met and wished her a speedy recovery. 
The motion was seconded by Councilor Nagel and the motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent)
B. Update:  Police Chief Selection Process

John Salomone gave an update on the process to date and indicated that Lt. Miano was appointed as Acting Police Chief when Chief Mulhall retired in December. He indicated he had completed interviews with consultants who would help in the process, and selected a consultant pending a final review of services, which should be completed in a week or so. The consultant would begin around the week of January 26 and hoped to have the first review of candidates completed by the March 1, 2015. There would be a testing period for all candidates as well as an oral interview for semi-finalists that he thought would be completed by the end of March. Mr. Salomone indicated the finalist(s) would be interviewed in early April with background research and review in early April and hoped to have an offer made to the finalist in late April. The consultant would work with the Town Council to develop a profile of what the optimum Police Chief should be. This would not have anything to do with the job description but would include personal attributes necessary for the job. The public would also have an opportunity to add input during the process. 
Councilor Borjeson thanked Mr. Salomone for moving forward with the process which was obviously going to be an open and fair one. The position was the second most important one in the Town, and it was very important to get a good Chief in Newington. 

Councilor Nagel appreciated the process Mr. Salomone was using to select a new Chief. He asked for more information about BadgeQuest. Mr. Salomone indicated they were from Massachusetts and had been used in Newington in the past. He wanted to get a company that could take a fresh look at the position and did not have ties to Connecticut. The company had experience in chief selections as well as testing for patrol officers. BadgeQuest had done Newington’s Sergeant exam and had a broad background in public safety.  

C. CCM Prescription Card Program for Residents


Councilor Borjeson moved the following: 

RESOLVED:

That the Newington Town Council hereby authorizes the Town Manager to enter into an agreement with Pro Act, Inc. for participation in the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities 

Prescription Discount Card Program for Town residents, a copy of which is attached to this resolution.
Councilor Borjeson commented that a resident had brought this to the Council’s attention about six months ago. The Council had to be sure to protect the interests and safety of the Town so they contacted their legal staff to be sure it was right for the Town. Mayor Woods said that taking six months to get this program on board was relatively quick when the government was involved. He hoped the public would take advantage of the program.

Councilor Dinunzio said that it was a win/win for the Town and CCM indicated the program was growing. Mr. Salomone indicated his office had started getting calls on the program after the last meeting and that a mailer would be sent to each resident shortly.  

The motion was seconded by Councilor Nagel and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent). 
D. Town Council 2015 Regular Meeting Schedule

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


The Newington Town Council, in compliance with the Freedom of Information act, hereby approves the 2015 Town Council regular meeting schedule as indicated on the attached document.

Councilor Nagel wanted to be sure there were no dates listed that presented possible conflicts with religious observations, etc. and was given that assurance. 
The motion was seconded by Councilor Borjeson and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent). 

V.
CONSIDERATION OF NEW BUSINESS (Action May be Taken by Waiving the Rules) 

A. Discussion:  Library Board of Directors - Town Hall Renovations Plan

The Library Board and Director presented the attached PowerPoint presentation on the current condition and future needs of the Library. Mayor Woods indicated that since the referendum failed the Council now wanted to look at a global project to include the entire campus of Town Hall and the Library. Dave King, Kaestle Boos, presented an overview of the projected addition to the Library and layout. 
Mayor Woods indicated the Council took the project seriously, and they had proved the need for expansion through the presentation. Councilor Borjeson said the Library was an important part of the Town like the Senior Center, schools, etc. and are part of the reason people move to Town. He felt the entire campus had to be looked at so that it could have multi-function purpose. 
Councilor McDonald appreciated what the Library wanted to do as well as all the work they do to provide the best services to Newington. She agreed with Councilor Borjeson’s comments and where the Library needed to be. She thought it important to be able to think outside the box in the overall project. 

Councilor Nagel had been the liaison to the Library and appreciated the presentation and what was needed at the Library. He was pleased the project was being taken seriously and hoped the Council could financially see a way of helping. He thanked them for their thorough presentation. Councilor Castelle had also been a liaison to the Library and was also pleased with the suggestion of a large community room to be used for the entire community. He was interested in the multiple formats needed and requested for each book and how it had increased the need for more space. Circulation of all material had been on the rise. Councilor Castelle was aware of the CIP money requests from other departments and wondered if the $30 million approved for bonding was going to be enough. He encouraged them to continue to be part of the process. 

Councilor Marocchini thanked them for their presentation and tour. He had thought the demand for print material would be decreasing and after the tour realized that was not the case. The Councilor thought that the overall campus should be reviewed to determine if there was or could be any overlap to keep costs down. 
Members of the Town Hall Renovation Committee stated they wanted to work with all departments within the Town and not against each other since everyone wanted to satisfy the needs of the citizens of Newington. The possibility of having only one auditorium for the entire campus instead of two should be discussed as well as how parking would be addressed. Another idea of having the Teen Center incorporated within the Library might also be a way of a multi-use, cost saving idea. Mr. Mortensen stated the Library did need more space and the hardest part would be how to progress. There was no combined Library Building Committee and Town Hall Renovation Committee at the present time and the Town Council and committees had to be on the same page in order to move forward. 

Mayor Woods indicated the Town Hall Renovation Committee was intentionally given a vague charge so they would look at everything with a fresh vision. The cost of the projects would require prioritization since they could not all be done at one time. Any plan had be thoroughly researched before being put before the voters. The Library was a big part of the campus and the Town Council would have to give direction to the Committee to prioritize the available money. 
(Unidentified): The Town owed a thank you to the individual who gave the land and building to the Town. Everything was recorded in the Hartford Superior Court. The records indicate that everything was to be used for educational or charitable purposes only. If the building was to be expanded, it would be for educating and helping the residents. A parking lot addition would benefit the library and its need for parking. She indicated that by doubling the size of the community room and adding folding doors, the Town could have two rooms available at one time. 

Anna Eddy wanted to remind everyone that on January 23 from 6 – 9:30 p.m. there would be a Wine and Cheese Social with tickets purchased ahead of time costing $12 and at the door $15. 

Mayor Woods asked Mr. Salomone to get information on a funding a new feasibility study, what it would take to put a building committee together, what the architectural costs would be, and a time frame for the project. 

B. 2015 Revaluation Contract

John Salomone indicated the revaluation was required every five years and had been funded in advance. He indicated they needed to retain a professional firm to work with the Assessor. The cost of the proposal was very reasonable since some of the work would be done by in-house staff. They were not asking for a decision at this meeting only to have a discussion and to review the material presented. Mr. Juda stated that although it was last done in 2011 the State required the Town to get back on the original schedule and have it done in 2015. The Town would then be back on a five year cycle. Mr. Juda reviewed the material sent from the State and the requirement the revaluation be done in October 2015 with the impact on tax bills July 2016. If the Town chose not to do the revaluation, the State would decrease funding to Newington by fifty percent. He stated the bids ranged from $362k to $180,900k and although they had long business relationship with Tyler Technologies, he was recommending eQuality Valuation Services, Inc. Mr. Juda had taken a tour of eQuality and was very impressed with what they offered and was confident Newington would get a good revaluation. The Town would be saving $30k by doing digital pictures of each property as needed as well as inspecting for building permits from the process. Mr. Juda indicated data mailers would be sent to each residence sometime in February and asked each resident to review the material for accuracy and return to the Assessor’s office. 
Mayor Woods asked if there was a big change between commercial and residential and was told it was about even at this time. After a sales study it was found to be about 70%, which was where the Town wanted to be. Councilor Nagel asked about eQuality and references. Mr. Juda indicated they were a sister company to Quality, which Newington was familiar with. He said he was very satisfied with the discussion he had with the staff and indicated other towns in the area like Simsbury, Cheshire, Hamden, Prospect and Waterbury used them and were pleased. 
Councilor Castelle asked if Mr. Juda expected any change in the mix of properties in terms of commercial, residential or industrial. Mr. Juda said he saw more stabilization instead of shifting although some commercial properties sold for less than anticipated and vice versa. He commented there were several residential homes that sold for over $500k, which had not happened in several years. 

Mayor Woods indicated the item would be added to the next Council agenda.
C. Trash/Recycling Contract Renewals

John Salomone indicated the contract was due for renewal and in the original contract there was a three year option the Town could exercise for a 2% increase each year. There had been very few complaints with the company regarding service and felt there was no reason not to renew the contract. He would ask the Council at the next meeting to approve the contract change. 
Councilor Nagel asked if Mr. Salomone was aware of any decrease in price due to the drop in diesel prices. He indicated he was not aware of any decrease but stated there had been a drop in cost when the original contract was signed. 

D. John Wallace Middle School STEM Academy Project 
A motion was made by Councilor Dinunzio to suspend the rules to act on Accepting Final Plans and specifications for the STEM Academy and to authorize the project to go to bid.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Castelle and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent). 

1. Accept Final Plans and Specifications 

2. Authorize Project to go to Bid

Lou Jachimowicz stated that in order for the project to be completed on time for the projected opening of the STEM Academy he was asking for the proposed resolutions to be passed. They had experienced delays in the State review process, which were unanticipated.  
Councilor McDonald moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


Pursuant to Chapter 8, Article X, Section 8-45 (H), Project Building Committees, of the Newington Code of Ordinances, the Newington Town Council hereby approves the final plans for the John Wallace PCB Abatement/STEM Academy Renovation Projects as reviewed by the Town Council and as approved by School Career Technical Program Renovation Project Building Committee, the Newington Board of Education and the State of Connecticut.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

That the Newington Town Council authorizes the above listed projects to proceed to bid.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Castelle and passed 6 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent; Councilor Borjeson-out of room). 

E. Town Council Goal Setting Session – January 31, 2015

John Salomone stated a date of January 31, 2015, from 9 a.m. to approximately 3 p.m. had been scheduled for the goal setting session which would be held at The Hidden Vine Restaurant with Decision Point as the facilitator. Councilor Nagel asked if holding it locally would cost the same or less than in past years. Mr. Salomone indicated he thought the costs incurred would be comparable.
Mayor Woods asked that agenda items include how the Town would plan on moving forward with the renovation project, funding for the project and how the job should be prioritized. He also wanted the public to know that the meeting was open to anyone who wanted to attend. 

VI.
RESIGNATIONS/APPOINTMENTS (Action May Be Taken)

Councilor McDonald moved the following: 

RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of Neal Forte as an alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals, in accordance with a communication dated January 7, 2015.

The motion was seconded by Councilor Nagel and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent).

Councilor McDonald moved the following: 

RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby makes the following appointments:

3.
Balf-Town Committee

	Name
	Address
	Party
	Term
	Replaces

	Environmental Comm. Rep:

Jay Slater


	47 Piper Brook Avenue
	D
	Immed – 11/30/15


	M. Fox (term exp. 11/30/13)


The motion was seconded by Councilor Marocchini and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent).
6.
Capitol Region Council of Governments







	Name
	Address
	Party
	Term
	Replaces

	TPZ Rep: 

Carol Anest
	30 Harding Avenue
	D
	TPZ Term
	M. Camerota (term expired)


The motion was seconded by Councilor Borjeson and passed 5 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent; Councilors Nagel & Dinunzio-abstained)

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 

RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of Dr. Marc Finkelstein from the Town of Newington CIP Committee, in accordance with a communication dated January 12, 2015.

The motion was seconded by Councilor McDonald and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent). 

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 


That the Newington Town Council hereby makes the following appointment:

Town of Newington CIP Committee

	Name
	Address
	Party
	Term
	Replaces

	Board of Education Rep.:

Scott Soares
	120 Webster Court
	D
	Immediate – BOE Term
	M. Finkelstein  (resigned 1/2015)




The motion was seconded by Councilor Borjeson and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent).

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 

RESOLVED:


That the Newington Town Council hereby accepts the resignation of Kathleen Zolad from the Board of Parks and Recreation, in accordance with a communication dated January 12, 2015.

The motion was seconded by Councilor McDonald and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent).

VII.
TAX REFUNDS (Action Requested)

Councilor Marocchini moved the following: 
RESOLVED:


That property tax refunds in the amount of $ 3,765.38      are hereby approved in the individual amounts and for those named on the “Requests for Refund of an Overpayment of Taxes,” certified by the Revenue Collector, a list of which is attached to this resolution.  

The motion was seconded by Councilor Borjeson and passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent). 

VIII.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
A. Regular Meeting 12-9-14

Councilor Nagel made a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 9, 2014 and the motion was seconded by Councilor Borjeson. The motion passed 6 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent; Councilor Nagel-abstained). 
IX.
WRITTEN/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER, OTHER TOWN AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS, OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS AND THE PUBLIC

None
X.
COUNCIL LIAISON/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilor Borjeson commented on 1) Housing Needs Survey: The results should be on-line for anyone in Town who wanted to review it and the next meeting would be held on February 5. At that meeting the Professor from CCSU would attend to review the results, and the public was encouraged to attend. After the meeting they hoped to be able to make recommendations to the Town Council and have the Council make decisions on what should be done with the report. 2) The CIP Committee’s next meeting would be held on Thursday and expected to see flat spending on the part of the Towns and hoped the State funding would remain the same. He was concerned the Town faced serious infrastructure issues that would need to be addressed. 3) CTfastrak: The last meeting was planned for February 24 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room L-101. The projected start date for the busway was March 28 at 4 a.m. Mr. Salomone indicated the Housing Needs Survey could be found on the Town Planner’s page on the Town website. 
Councilor Nagel commented on 1) Library: they were accepting donations for the Humane Society with boxes in the Library for any donations. They requested bedding, towels, etc. He reminded people there would be many raffle baskets and door prizes at the Wine and Cheese Social. RFID tagging of material in the Library was more than half way done. 2) Senior and Disabled Center: He attended the recent meeting and stated there was an average of 654 people who used the center during December. The tax return program offered by the Center was looking for volunteers to help, and they were progressing with their self-assessment. He indicated they were talking with the DOT to determine if the busway could stop at the Center. 3) NCTV: They were moving forward with getting equipment mandated to produce programming in HD TV. 
Mayor Woods had not realized the Humane Society had a food bank for pets. It was heavily used and urged the public to support the food bank with donations of food, toys, bedding and blankets. 

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – IN GENERAL 

Rose Lyons, 46 Elton Drive:  She stated 1) she was pleased the Library Board had made their presentation regarding expansion and needs. She felt they should have been included in the original Town Hall Renovation project. 2) CIP: She asked about the status of the $30 million that was allocated in the CIP last year. 3) Revaluation: She questioned the time frame presented. The assessment notices were scheduled to be sent out November 6, 2015 with informal hearings November 16, 2015 -  December 12, 2015. She felt the appeal process should have been included in the time frame. 4) She asked about the status of Newington Junction and requested an update on it. 
John Slusarski, 40 Grandview Drive:  He stated there was a need for a plan for the entire Town and wondered at the size of the projected Library addition of 44,000 square feet, which amounted to more space than Town Hall. He felt even though circulation was up there was a need to look at it closely rather than just say the Library needed the space. 
Patty Foley, 51 Crown Ridge: She stated honoring Myra Cohen was well deserved and thanked the Library Board for the tour of their facility. She had seen the preliminary budget figures and felt it was important to see the bigger picture, which made the goal setting session valuable. 

XII.
REMARKS BY COUNCILORS

Councilor Borjeson stated Newington was the seventh town in the State to join the Nutmeg Network, which had the same bandwidth capacity mentioned previously. He was not sure on the home use but the Town was way ahead of the curve. He asked Mr. Salomone to have Paul Boutot explain the difference between Nutmeg and the other network brought up by the public. 
Councilor McDonald wanted to thank the Library Board for their presentation and tour. She encouraged the public to ask for a tour to see what the needs of the Library were. 
Mayor Woods thanked Myra Cohen for everything she had done and was happy to name the street after her, which was well deserved. She always made the Council think and was a wonderful addition to the Council. 
XIII.
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Marocchini moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:07 p.m. and was seconded by Councilor McDonald. The motion passed 7 – 0 (Councilors Cohen & Klett-absent). 
Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Irish-Simpson
Clerk of the Council 
Attach.
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